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Israeli satellite begins operation 

7^ ^ "T Israfi! ’ s &st commercial satellite, 

munched two months ago from French Guiana, is now 
ftrlly operational, Israel Aircraft Industries GAT) said 
Wednesday. Amos I, which can serve the Middle East 
and central Europe, completed tests and began providing 
services on July 1, an IAI statement said. It is expected 
to operate for 10 years. It will provide services forcible 
TV, Internet links and cellular phones. It will also serve 
as a link between hospitals and mobile medical units and 
between earthquake detection stations and seismology 
antlers. Amos I’s main current subcontractors are Daim- 
lff-Benz Aerospace from Germany and Alcatel Espace 
from France. IAI also says it has an agreement with a 
Hungarian broadcasting company to use Amos I. 
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Turkish army defends Israel accord 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish army chiefs accused Arab 
critics of its military accord with Israel of having politi- 
cal motives, saying the agreement has great advantages, 
the Turkish Daily News reported Wednesday. Turkey and 
Israel signed the defence cooperation accord in February, 
four months before pro-Islamist Prime Minister Nectnet- 
tin Erbakan came to power in Ankara. Mr. Erbakan had 
previoulsy denounced the accord, which lets Turkish and 
Israeli fighter planes share airspace for training. Several 
Arab countries, including Egypt, Iraq and Syria, have 
criticised the accord. Tehran and Damascus said it threat- 
ened their national security. “With this agreement we 
wanted to have these two Middle East democratic coun- 
tries show an example to the other countries in the 
region,” the newspaper quoted the Turkish army com- 
mand as saying. 
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No lifting of bread 
* subsidy, PM says 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government has no inten- 
tion of lifting subsidy on 
bread. Prims Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti said 
during a meeting with 
journalists Wednesday. He 
said though that bread 
subsidy should not benefit 
tourists, and non- Jordanian • 
workers and livestock 
breeders” Any rise in 
prices will not affect Jor- 
danian citizens ” the prime 
minister affirmed. 

Earlier in the day Minis- 
ter of Labour Abdul 
Hafeth Shakanbeh also 
denied any government 
intention to raise the price 
of bread. 

Mr. Shakanbeh, who was 
speaking during a meeting 
with Federation of Jordan- 
ian Labour Union, said: 
"The government is study- 
ing a group of alternatives 
and any decision in this 
regard will take into con- 
sideration the interest of the 
poor and the disadvantaged 
who are the beneficiaries 
from government subsidy.” 
Also Wednesday Minister 
of Municipal Affairs and 
the Environment Abdul 
Razzaq Tubeishat said ibat 
any lifting of bread subsidy 
would not affect any poor 
Jordanians. 

During a meeting with 
the Mafraq Municipal 
Council, Dr. Tubeishat 


said: “The decision to raise 
bread prices comes as a 
result of the economic sit- 
uation in the Kingdom ” 
He said the government 
was considering alterna- 
tives that would ensure an 
end to the waste of bread 
and a cut down in the 
JD200 million that the gov- 
ernment spends on subsidy 
every year. 

On Sunday, A1 Dustour 
Arabic daily carried a front 
page story, quoting Minis- 
ter of Supply Munir Sobar 
as saying that the price of a 
kilo of bread would be 
raised to 250 fils up from 
SO fils as of July 15. 

The newspaper quoted 
Mr. Sobar as saying that 
the decision to raise bread 
prices would in no way 
affect the low-income fami- 
lies who would be compen- 
sated for the difference 
between the present price 
and the suggested price. 
The minister said that 
compensation would only 
go to real beneficiaries who 
would be issued special 
supply coupons. 

The minister said the 
rich, foreign labourers and 
tourists should not benefit 
from the treasury's sub- 
sidy. 

He pointed out that 35 to 
40 per cent of the bread 
produced in the country 
went to those who could 


afford the new prices . AJ 
Dustour quoted Mr. Sobar 
as saying that the actual 
cost of a kilo of bread was 
250 fils because wheat 
prices, which had jumped 
from $ 175 per tonne in 
1995 to S 280. 

Criticising the govern- 
ment's intention to raise 
bread prices, a committee 
calling itself “the commit- 
tee for the defence of citi- 
zens “ on Sunday called for 
a series of actions of 
protests. In a statement cir- 
culated on Sunday, the 
committee called for 
organising protest marches 
all over the Kingdom after 
the Friday prayers on July 
5, and for a two-hour sit-in 
in front of the Ministry of 
Supply on Saturday, July 6. 

The National Society for 
Consumer Protection 
(NSCP) sent a letter to Mr. 
Kabariti demanding that 
the government maintain 
the current prices of bread 
and look for alternatives 
for reducing the burden on 
the treasury. 

The society said a deci- 
sion to raise bread prices 
would pose great dangers, 
and social imbalances, in 
addition to aggravating the 
suffering of tens of thou- 
sands of the poor and the 
jobless in this country. 


Palestinians, Israel clash 
head on over land-for-peace 


RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(AFP) — Palestinian offi- 
cials were angered Wednes- 
day at Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
open rejection of the princi- 
ple of land-for-peace, warn- 
ing it would destroy the 
Middle East peace process. 

“Throwing this principle 
into doubt amounts to sink- 
ing the whole of the peace 
process” said Palestinian 
legislative council member 
Hatem Abdul Kader. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Tues- 
day he did not accept that 
Israel’s withdrawal from 
occupied Arab land in 
exchange for peace was the 
basis of the peace process, 
launched ax the Madrid 
conference in 1991. 

“I don’t agree that the 
Madrid conference includes 
land for peace,” he told 
journalists. 

Arab countries only took 
pan in the Madrid confer- 
ence after the United States 
gave them written assur- 
ances that negotiations 
would revolve around the 
principle of land for peace. 

Mr. Netanyahu's com- 
ments caused a stir in the 
Palestinian legislature. 


which is to meet in Raraal- 
lab on Thursday for a ses- 
sion chaired by President 
Yasser Arafat. 

“We cannot accept a 
peace process that ignores 
this principle” Mr. Abdul 
Kader said, accusing Mr. 
Netanyahu of breaking the 
promise of his own Likud 
Party which was in power 
in 1991. 

However, the Israeli right 
wing has always contested 
the principle. Former Pre- 
mier Yitzhak Shamir who 
represented Israel in 
Madrid said he wanted 
“peace for peace” rather 
than peace for occupied ter- 
ritory. 

Salah Tamari, another 
Palestinian deputy, said Mr. 
Netanyahu's comments 

went against the “spirit” of 
the Oslo autonomy accords 
with the Palestinians, which 
he has pledged to respect. 

“If Israel continues in this 
vein and relaunches Jewish 
colonisation (of the territo- 
ries), I will personally call 
for resistance and con- 
frontation everywhere 

where Arab land will be 
seized,” Mr. Tamari told 
AFP. 


Nabil Abu Rudeina, a key 
Arafat aide, adopted a more 
cautious approach. “The 
outlines of the new Israeli 
government's policies are 
not yet clear” he said. 

“We have not been offi- 
cially informed that the 
(Israelis are) going back on 
the land-for-peace princi- 
ple, and we must wait for 
things to be clarified on the 
Israeli side.” 

Nevertheless, Mr. Abu 
Rudeina said he hoped the 
United States “as the main 
sponsor of the peace 
process will not let this 
principle be thrown into 
doubt-” Mr. Netanyahu is to 
visit Washington next 
week. 

Opponents of the autono- 
my accords said Mr. 
Netanyahu had proved what 
they have been saying all 
along — that the agree- 
ments left Israel free to 
impose whatever condi- 
tions it chose on the Pales- 
tinians. 

Moh amme d Mokbel, a 
longtime critic, said: “The 
going back on the land-for- 
peace principle demon 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday receives British Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifltind at the Royal Palace in Aqaba (Petra photo) 

King, Rifkind review ties. 
Middle East peace process 


AQABA (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein con- 
ferred in Aqaba Wednesday 
with British Foreign Secre- 
tary Malcolm Rifkind and 
reviewed with him a range 
of regional issues particu- 
larly the peace process and 
prospects for progress in 
the light of the Israeli elec- 
tions. 

Speaking after the meet- 
ing Mr Rifkind said that 
Britain appreciated King 
Hussein’s keenness on the 
establishment of a compre- 
hensive solution to the Mid- 
dle East problem. 

In a press conference 
after the talks with the 
King, Mr Rifkind praised 
the wisdom of King Hus- 
sein and his efforts to bring 
about peace in the Middle 
East region. 

He said: “The discussions 


centred on the current situa- 
tion with regard to the Mid- 
dle East peace process, 
other regional issues and 
Jordanian-Britisb bilateral 
relations.” 

We believe the contribu- 
tion King Hussein has 
made to continue the peace 
process is truly historic and 
I believe that we all benefit 
from his wise advice and 
massive experience with 
regard to these matters. 

Mr. Rifkind said Britain 
“welcomed the outcome of 
the (Arab) summit in Cairo 
and I believe that Jordan 
has made an important con- 
tribution towards the suc- 
cess of that summit and we 
share with His Majesty the 
need to encourage the con- 
tinuation of the peace 
process.” 

Asked about terrorism. 


Mn Rifkind said: “I believe 
it is indeed necessary to 
have much more effective 
international cooperation ro 
deal with terrorism because 
terrorism is an international 
phenomenon and therefore 
it must be responded to by 
more international actions. 

"The G-7 summit in 
Lyon called for exploring 
new ways of cooperation 
and a more effective action 
towards combating terror- 
ism and we ourselves in the 
United Kingdom have put 
forward certain proposals 
which we believe will help 
in this direction and we will 
respond very constructive- 
ly and positively also to the 
ideas coming from the oth- 
ers 

According to the British 

(Continued on page 7) 


Exit poll shows Yeltsin winning 
reelection with 55% of votes 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Boris 
Yeltsin will win reelection 
as Russian president with 
55 per cent of the vote to 40 
per cent for his Communist 
challenger Gennady 
Zyuganov, according to a 
CNN exit poll. 

The exit poll, with a three 
per cent margin of error, 
was carried out by the U.S. 
Mitofsky Institute, CNN 
said- The difference con- 
sisted of ballots cast against 
both candidates, as allowed 
for under Russian electoral 
law. 

Early partial vote counts 
from the far east, a Yeltsin 
stronghold, showed him 
well ahead of Mr. 
Zyuganov in their runoff 
election. 

In Idcutsk, one of the 
biggest far eastern regions, 
Mr. Yeltsin was ahead with 
65 per cent to Mr. 


jov’s 25 per cent, 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said. 

In Primorye, Mr. Yeltsin 
had 52 per cent and Mr. 
Zyuganov 39. 

However, results still had 
to come in from the rest of 
the country, including Mr. 
Zyuganov’s strongholds in 
the rural “red belt” south of 
Moscow. 

An exit poll by the same 
institute for the first round 
on June 16 came close to 
the final result, Mitofsky 
giving Mr. Yeltsin a 32 per 
cent 29 per cent lead over 
Mr. Zyuganov. The final 
results gave Mr. Yeltsin a 35 
per cent to 32 per cent 
advantage. 

The Mitofsky poll boost- 
ed Yeltsin supporters who 
had been worried by reports 
of a low turnout that could 
hand Mr. Zyuganov victory, 


as analysts says his more 
disciplined voters were 
more likely to vote. 

Meanwhile the Interfax 
News Agency said that with 
just four per cent of the vote 
counted Mr. Yeltsin was 
ahead of Mr. Zyuganov by 
about 20 per cent. 

Me Yeltsin had 57 per 
cent, Mr Zyuganov 36.5 
per cent, the agency quoted 
sources as saying. Most of 
the votes counted were 
from the far east of Russia, 
a Yeltsin stronghold. 

Yeltsin aides appeared 
confident that the Russian 
president would win the 
crucial run-off in the presi- 
dential elections and early 
trends mostly confirmed 
their forecasts. 

Leonid Smimyagin, a 
member of Mr. Yeltsin’s 

(Continued on page 7) 


Journalists elect association president, council Friday 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Members of 
the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion (JPA) will Friday elect 
a new president and nine- 
member council at a crucial 
poinr in the history of Jor- 
dan’s press and its associa- 
tion. 

Five candidates are vying 
for the presidency, on 
whose shoulders will rest 
the responsibility of reach- 
ing an agreement with the 
government on a new law 
governing the JPA as well 
as rejuvenating the union to 
a viable forum for advanc- 


es professional causes. 

As of Wednesday 
evening, journalists specu- 
lated that general manager 
of A1 Dustour and Vice 
President of the JPA Seif Al 
Sherif and former AI Ra’i 
writer Khaled Mahadin are 
predicted to win the first 
round Of voting. If no one 
wins an absolute majority 
in the first round, a second 
round between the two can- 
didates with the highest 
number of votes will decide 
foe winner. 

The 367-strong general 
assembly will also vote for 
a new nine-member coun- 
cil. The council has three 


seats each reserved for 
newspaper owners, editors 
and employees at the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 
The owners are fielding 
only three candidates, 
while the editors and Petra 
have nine each. 

Mr. Al Sherif and Mr. 
Mahadin, who has also 
served as the director of the 
Royal Press Office and as 
general manager of Petra, 
are joined by three other 
candidates, also with sub- 
stantial professional experi- 
ence. 

Bassam Sakkijha, a for- 
mer desk editor at AI Ra’i 
and former editor in chief 


of Akher Habbar (a daily 
tabloid that folded) is pur- 
ported to be favoured 
among several younger 
journalists along with 
Faisal Al ShbouL a journal- 
ist with Al Aswaq and the 
defunct Sawt Al Sha* ab and 
Salah Shboul, a framer 
Petra writer. The three have 
very little chance of pro- 
gressing to the second 
round of voting, journalists 
say, although each insists 
they have a good chance. 
Of the union's 367 mem- 
bers, approximately 345 are 
eligible to vote. “Of these, 
we have to expect that a 
handful won’t show up — 


we are estimating that there 
will be around 330 who 
will turn up ” said a source 
from within the JPA. 

“We can’t expect those 
three (candidates) to gamer 
much support, since the 
two major dailies, Al Ra’i 
and Al Dustour, have 
formed an alliance to throw 
their weight behind one 
candidate ” be said. 

This year, die manage- 
ment of Al Ra’i is expected 
to vote in favour of Mr. Al 
Sberif, in line with a gentle- 
men’s agreement reached 
among the two dailies dur- 
ing the last election in 
1994, whereby Al Dus- 


tour’s journalists voted for 
the current president, Al 
Ra’i chief editor, Suleiman 
Qudah. 

In turn, Al Ra’i manage- 
ment, this year, are expect- 
ed to support the Al Dus- 
tour candidate. The two 
papers have 60 and 54 
members, respectively, ib 
the association. 

In addition to Al Ra’i’s 
gentlemen’s agreement 
with Al Dustour, said one 
journalist, “it’s known that 
there is also a lingering per- 
sonal grudge between the 
leadership of that 

(Continued on page 3) 


King receives 
Assad invitation 


AMMAN (AFP) — Syrian 
j President Hafez Assad has 
I invited King Hussein to 
: visit Damascus in further 
j moves to heal the two-year 
lingering rift between the 
! countries, Jordanian offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

The invitation was made 
“during their recent phone 
call,” a senior Jordanian 
official said, asking to 
remain anonymous. 

No date for the visit has 
yet been fixed but the King 
has “ accepted the principle 
of this visit.” the official 
said. 

The two leaders spoke by 
telephone on Monday after 
Mr. Assad sent the King a 
message via the Syrian 
charge d’affairs in Amman. 

They had broken the ice 
for the first time since 1994 
on the sidelines of the June 
22-23 Cairo summit when 
they held private talks “to 
voice their mutual 
reproaches in a frank but 
cordial atmosphere," the 
official said. 

The meeting was initiated 
by Egyptian President 


Hosni Mubarak. 

Relations between the 
two countries soured when 
Syria accused Jordan of 
breaking Arab ranks by 
signing a separate peace 
deal with Israel in October 
1994. 

King Hussein earlier this 
year charged that Syria had 
closed its eyes to “terrorist 
attacks in Jordan” organ- 
ised by radical Palestinian 
groups based in Damascus. 

He handed over to Mr. 
Assad a file of 56 failed 
operations which be said 
had been launched from 
Syria. But Mr. Assad told 
the King he “was not aware 
of such attempts,” the Jor- 
danian official added. 

“We have reason to 
believe that Syria has 
already taken certain steps” 
to end such attacks, he 
added, but warned that so 
far “this is just a beginning 
and it is too soon to judge ” 

Meanwhile Syria on 
Wednesday urged Arab and 
Muslim states to unite and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Musa makes 1st contact with Lew 

‘Egypt better off 
without U.S. aid’ 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Egypt would be “better off* 
without American aid, a 
newspaper editor in chief 
considered close to Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak wrote 
Wednesday, accusing Israel 
of seeking to blackmail 
Cairo through the U.S. 

In an article titled “Black- 
mail” in his weekly Al 
Musawwar, Makram 
Mo hammad Ahmad said: 
“Egypt has long taken into 
consideration that Ameri- 
can aid could be reduced or 
stopped in the long or 
short-term.” 

Cairo “will not allow this 
aid to be used as a weapon 
by the Israelis who will 
wave it whenever differ- 
ences appear between 
Israel and Egypt in the 
peace process,” be wrote. 

“I can all but guarantee 
that Egypt would be better 
off without this aid,” wrote 
Mr. Ahmad, known to be a 


dose associate of Mr. 
Mubarak. 

The editorial came after 
the Israeli press reported 
Sunday the Israeli govern- 
ment had geared its lobby 
in the United Stales to an 
anti-Egypt campaign after 
Cairo’s harsh criticism of 
new Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Egypt, the largest recipi- 
ent of U.S. aid after Israel, 
receives $2.1 billion a year 
from Washington, $1.3 bil- 
lion of it for die military. 

“Clearly, the mounting 
campaign against Egypt 
aims to scare us into 
renouncing our role in 
strengthening Arab solidar- 
ity. But this blackmail will 
not dissuade Egypt,” Mr. 
Ahmad wrote. Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa said Saturday there 
were “points of difference" 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinians conduct 
first corruption probe 


RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(R) — Palestinian lawmak- 
ers have recommended 
conducting a , criminal 
investigation into what may 
be the first corruption scan- 
dal of their two-year-old 
self-government, legisla- 
tors said on Wednesday. 

Azmi Shuaibi and Hatem 
Abdul Qader said the Pales- 
tinian legislature’s finance 
committee would band over 
to the attorney general the 

files of a senior official sus- 
pected of abusing authority. 
Neither legislator would 
identify the official. 

They said be held the 
rank of a minister but was 
not a member of Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat’s 
'cabinet. 

M A senior official had 
been under investigation by 
the legislative council’s 
finance committee. We 
have found sufficient 
grounds to transfer his file 
to the attorney general to 
conduct a criminal investi- 
gation” Me Shuaibi, a 
committee member, told 
reporters in Ramallah. 

Mr. Abdul Qader, who 
attended some investigative 


sessions as a guest, said the 
allegations included laun- 
dering “large sums of 
money”. He would not 
elaborate. 

Palestinians have long 
accused some officials in 
Mr. Arafat’s administration 
of comiption but no case 
has been investigated. Mr. 
Arafat set up a self-rule 
administration in 1994 after 
Israel handed over the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank 
Jericho enclave to the FLO 
under a self-rule deal. 

Abdul Qader said Mr. 
Arafat was fully behind the 
council’s efforts to crack 
down on alleged corruption 
in the Palestinian authority. 
Palestinian attorney general 
Khaled Al Qidra was not 
immediately available to 
comment. 

Mr. Arafat flew to the 
West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah from Gaza on Tuesday 
to attend a meeting of the 
Palestinian legislative 
council on Thursday. Mr. 
Arafat’s media adviser said 
the president planned to 
meet King Hussein in Jor- 
dan on Saturday. 








2 Hom e & Middle bast N ews 
Levy threatens to quit Israel cabinet over Sharon 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, June 4-5, 1996 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
threatened Wednesday to 
resign if hardline national- 
ist Ariel Sharon is not given 
a ministerial post, dropping 
another bombshell on the 
troubled Israeli govern- 
ment. 

Two weeks after it was 
first announced. Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netan- 
yahu ‘s cabinet is still in dis- 
array with a promised post 
for 'Mr. Sharon failing to 
materialise and a squabble 
between orthodox parties 
over the religious affairs 
portfolio. 

"If the problem of Ariel 
Sharon is not resolved 
before Mr. Netanyahu goes 
to Washington (on Sunday). 
1 will resign." Mr. Levy 
announced Wednesday to 
MPs from the ruling Likud 
Party and its allies. 

“That will make things 
easier by freeing up a port- 
folio.” he added. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
was shocked by Mr. Levy's 
ultimatum, made before 
television cameras. ‘This is 
not how negotiations ore 
carried out." he told state 
radio. 

However, he added: “We 
will find a solution.” 

Mr. Levy had already 
embarrassed Mr. Netan- 
\ahu the dav the new cabi- 


net was announced on July 
18. by refusing at the last 
minute to take up the for- 
eign ministers post until 
Mr. Sharon was promised a 
portfolio. 

Mr. Netanyahu relented 
and offered the Likud 
.heavyweight a new super- 
ministry of national infra- 
structure, saying it would 
include a mix of responsi- 
bilities including energy, 
infrastructure, railways, 
roads and “other elements." 

But the prime minister 
has not yet managed to per- 
suade other ministers to 
give up control of these 
spheres for the new depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Sharon. 67, who is 
holed up in his ranch in 
southern Israel in disgust, 
has voiced scepticism over 
Mr. Netanyahu's offer. He 
told state radio late Tuesday 
that the problems involved 
in creating the ministry “are 
not my problem." 

Likud officials, quoted by 
the radio. said Mr. 
Netanyahu was inclined to 
leave Mr. Sharon out of the 
government. Otherwise he 
would have forced through 
the new ministry, they said. 

Rafael Eytan of the 
rightwing Tsomet Party, 
another coalition partner, 
urged Mr. Netanyahu to 
give in. “We can end the 



Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu (right), seated next to Foreign Minister 
David Levy, gestures as he reacts to Mr. Levy's threats during the first meeting 
between the r uling Likud Parly and its Knesset (parliament) coalition partners 
Wednesday. Mr. Levy embarrassed Mr. Netanyahu at the public meeting by threat- 
ening to quit the new government unless a cabinet post was found for former Defense 
Minister Ariel Sharon by early next week (Reuters photo) 


problem by simply bringing 
Sharon into the govern- 
ment." he said. 

Another headache for Mr. 
Netanyahu is a dispute over 
the post of religious affairs 
minister, coveted by two of 
Likud's orthodox coalition 


partners. 

The ultra-orthodox Shas 
Party has warned it will pull 
out of the coalition on Fri- 
' day if it does not get the 
post. Its rivals for the job. 
the far-right National Reli- 
gious Party, has issued a 


similar ultimatum. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who still 
formally holds the religious 
portfolio himself, originally 
planned to give it to each 
party in turn for two years, 
but they have failed to agree 
on who will get it first. 


Mr. Sharon, a veteran 
leader of Likud's far-right 
wing, is an outspoken 
opponent of Palestinian 
self-rule and an enthusiastic 
supporter of expanding 
Jewish settlements on the 
Palestinian territories. 

He played a key role in 
Mr. Netanyahu’s May 29 
election victory by rallying 
votes from religious voters 
and settlers, and expected 
to be rewarded with the 
powerful finance or defence 
portfolios. 

But Mr. Netanyahu, wary 
of giving his government 
too hawkish an image, 
refused. When Mr. Sharon 
turned down lesser posts he 
was left out of the govern- 
ment altogether until Mr. 
Levy's July 18 ultimatum. 

As defence minister. Mr. 
Sharon oversaw Israel's 
1982 invasion of Lebanon 
and was forced to resign 
after an official inquiry held 
him “indirectly responsi- 
ble” for the massacre of 
Palestinian refugees by a 
Christian militia allied' to 
Israel. 

He later served as housing 
minister, carrying out an 
intense expansion of Jewish 
settlements in the territories 
which helped sour relations 
between the Likud govern- 
ment and the United States. 


Iraq, Syria hold talks on water 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq and 
Syria held talks in Baghdad 
on Wednesday on sharing 
the waters of the Euphrates 
River despite the absence of 
their upstream neighbour 
Turkey. 

“Despite Syrian invita- 
tions. Turkey has declined to 
anend the committee's peri- 
odical meetings since 1994,” 
Mohammad Munib AI 
Ritii'i. a senior official from 
the Syrian foreign ministry 
told Reuters. 

Baghdad and Damascus 
accuse Turkey of threatening 
the quality and flow of the 
Euphrates River by building 
dams to harness its waters 
for power and irrigation. 

Mr Rita'i said .Ankara 
spumed repeated requests 
front Damascus to attend the 
meetings of their tripartite 
committee of experts to 
reach a permanent water- 
sharing accord 


“We (the committee) have 
entered the fourteenth year 
since we have begun, but we 
have not reached our target 
because the Turkish side is 
creating obstacles." he said. 

He said Syria and Iraq 
have been holding periodic 
meetings in order to coordi- 
nate their stands on the water 
situation with Turkey in 
international and Arab 
League's meetings. 

“There are no~ differences 
with our Iraqi brethren on 
this subject and both of us 
are keen to set up friendly 
relations with Turkey." he 
said. 

Iraq and Syria, ruled by 
rival factions of the Arab 
Baath Socialist Party, have 
no diplomatic relations. But 
the two arch foes strive to 
coordinate stands on water. 

The Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers originate in Turkey. 
The Euphrates winds 


through Syria before enter- 
ing Iraq. The Tigris passes 
through Iraq. 

The two countries largely 
rely on the two rivers for 
their water supply. 

Syrian protests have grown 
since November last year 
when Turkey announced a 
finance plan worth $ 1 .62 bil- 
lion for its fourth dam on the 
Euphrates to produce power 
and irrigation for a large 
chunk of southeastern 
Turkey. 

Mr. Rifa’i accused Ankara 
of violating the international 
law by building several dams 
on the Euphrates without 
malting prior contacts with 
Damascus and Baghdad. 

He said Turkey was also 
not committing itself to an 
agreement it signed with his 
country in 1987 allowing the 
flow of Euphrates waters up 
to 500 cubic metres per sec- 
ond. 


The official said the 1987 
agreement was a temporary 
accord requested by Turkey 
to fill the Ataturk Dam. afer 
which it would be reviewed. 

The current amount was 
less than the needs of Syria 
and Iraq who laigely depend 
the waters of the Euphrates 
for drinking, irrigation and 
electricity generation, he 
said. 

“We will continue to raise 
the (water) issue in the Arab 
League and the United 
Nations and if it is not solved 
we will refer it to the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice.” he said. 

■ The bead of- the Iraqi side 
to the talks, Abdul .Sattar 
Salman, irrigation ministry 
under-secretary, declined to 
comment. The talks which 
are the second held this year 
between the two sides are 
scheduled to conclude on 
July 7. 


Report: Palestinians selling their kidneys to Israelis 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
government on Wednesday 
announced it was investi- 
gating a newspaper expose 
alleging that impoverished 
Palestinians were selling 
their kidneys for transplants 
in Israel. 

The Mauri v newspaper 
reported Tuesday that the 
black market in kidneys had 
been going on for several 
years. It said the kidnevs 


were generally sold for 
S30.000. Most of the 
donors were Palestinians, 
but a minority were Israelis. 
Maariv said. 

“If professional and legal 
experts find that laws were 
indeed broken, as described 
in the Maariv report, there 
will be no whitewash." said 
Health Minister Tsachi 
Hanegbi. announcing the 
inquiry'. 


Doctors performing ille- 
gal transplants are liable for 
up to 20 years in prison. 

Maariv's report cited 
three hospitals in the Tel 
Aviv area and one leading 
kidney surgeon as involved 
in the scandal. The investi- 
gation is to conclude within 
30 days, the health ministry 
said. 

Israelis enjoy a Western 
standard of living, with a 


per capita income more 
than 10 times higher than in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 
The economic situation in 
the Palestinian areas has 
further deteriorated in 
recent months after Israel 
sealed them off in response 
to a wave of terrorist 
attacks. The measure keeps 
tens of thousands of Pales- 
tinians from their jobs in 
Israel. 


Netanyahu to give 
Clinton complaints 
list about Arafat 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu is to give U.S. 
President Bill Clinton a long 
list of complaints about 
Palestinian violations of the 
autonomy accords when he 
visits Washington next week, 
the daily Haaretz reported 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who has 
come under U.S. pressure to 
respect- Israel's previous 
-peace ■ commitments: has 
insisted that Yasser- Arafat's 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) must first keep its 
side of the deal. 

The complaints list, which 
his advisor Dore Gold has 
already submitted to Mr. 
Arafat, accuses the Palestini- 
ans above all of infringing on 
Israeli authority over the bor- 
ders of the self-rule territo- 
ries. 

It cites the signing of avia- 
tion accords between the 
Palestinian authority and sev- 
eral states “in violation of 
specific conditions of the 
(autonomy) agreement." 

It also accuses Mr. Arafat 
of meddling in the affairs of 
Jerusalem, which Israel 
insists is its united capital, by 
naming Hassan Tahboub as 
minister for the waqf or Mus- 
lim sites in the disputed city. 


The Palestinians for their 
part charge that Israel has 
violated the agreements by 
failing to pull its troops out of 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron despite a March 28 
deadline, keeping Palestinian 
prisoners in jail and failing to 
create a “safe passage” 
between the self-rule areas of 
tiie West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

According to Israeli press 
reports. Mr. Arafat has also 
drawn up a set of complaints 
about violations of the 
accords which he has pre- 
sented to the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

Other complaints on Mr. 
Netanyahu's list, which runs 
into several pages, range 
from the Palestinians failing 
to pay their telephone bills to 
the Israeli company Bezek to 
the problem of tens of thou- 
sands of cars stolen in Israel 
and taken to the territories. 

The document also cites 
the kidnapping of Palestini- 
ans by Mr. Arafat's security 
services in areas outside their 
control. And it complains of 
“bad will" from the self-rule 
authority with officials trans- 
porting wanted people in 
their cars and making anti- 
Israeli speeches. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lebanon blast wounds SLA militiaman 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) — A pro-Israeli militiaman 
was injured on Wednesday when Hizbollah guerrillas set 
off a roadside bomb near his patrol inside Israel’s South 
Lebanon occupation zone, pro-Israeli security sources 
said. They said the blast occurred when the South 
Lebanon Army motorised patrol travelled on the road 
leading to the Mashnaqa outpost in the Jizzine area — a 
finger ofland officially outside the zone but under Israeli 
control. In Beirut, the pro-Iranian Hizbollah claimed 
responsibility for the attack. Hizbollah guerrillas launch 
attacks against Israeli troops and their local militia allies 
in a bid to oust them from the 15-kilometre- wide zone 
they hold in South Lebanon. 

Egyptian police kill wanted militant 

ASSIUT. Egypt (R) — Police shot dead a militant in a 
gunfight in southern Egypt on Wednesday, security^ 1 
sources said. Three others escaped. The police were 
searching through fields of sunflowers near the town of 
Abu Qurqas when they came under fire, they said. They 
shot back Jailing Mohamed Salem Abdel Nadhir, a 
wanted member of the militant Gama’ a Al Islamiyah 
(Islamic group), and they found an automatic rifle beside 
him. the sources added. Abu Qurqas is in Minya 
province, since late 1994 the centre of operations in the 
Gama'a campaign to overthrow the government and set 
up a strict Islamic state. More than 960 people have been 
killed in political violence in Egypt since the Gama'a 
took up arms four years ago. 

Hariri to visit Paris Thursday 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
is to hold talks with French President Jacques Chirac in 
Paris on Thursday during a short working visit, officials 
said Wednesday. They will discuss the situation in the 
Middle East following the G-7 summit in Lyon, France 
and the June 22-23 Arab summit in Cairo. The two men 
are long-standing friends. 

Peres goes to U.S. to collect prize 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Former Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres set off for the United States on Wednesday to col- 
lect the Philadelphia Freedom Prize, his aides said. The 
prize was awarded jointly to King Hussein and Mr. Peres 
in recognition of the peace treaty signed between their 
two countries in October 1994. Last year it was awarded 
to former South African President Frederick de Klerk 
and his successor. Nelson Mandela. 


Night in brothel gets police into trouble 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A group of 30 policemen got a dis- 
count when they visited a brothel in Israel but are now 
paying dearly for their night out as the justice ministry 
investigates, the Maariv daily said Wednesday. The “men 
only” night for detectives and investigators was organ- 
ised by their commander to boost morale arttie Ashqelon 
police station in southenrisrael. They-celebrated even 
more when the brothel, the Tropicana “Health Institute," 
gave them a discount, charging them 100 shekels (around 
$30) each instead of the normal 160 shekels. But the 
police investigations department at the justice ministry 
was alerted and one policeman has been arrested so far. 
Maariv said. “My men simply wanted a good rime and 
have not done anything wrong,” an officer told investiga- 
tors. Prostitution and kerb-crawling are illegal in Israel, £ 
even though police often turn a blind eye to the numer- 
ous massage parlours run by the “Russian mafia” in most 
major towns. 

Road rage in Lebanon leaves two dead 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Two brothers have been killed and 12 
people wounded in a gun battle caused by an outbreak of 
road rage in northern Lebanon. Lebanese newspapers 
reported Wednesday. The shooting erupted in the north- 
ern village of Majdala when two drivers stubbornly 
refused to give way at a crossroads Sunday. Supporters of 
each reached for their guns, and the army had to be 
brought in to restore calm. Three men were arrested and 
weapons and ammunition seized in house searches. 


J( JRDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 7731 11-19 
PROGR WTME TWO 
15:00 LMiWe TV.i^’n t Cannon) 
15:30 .. .Tcnnio Wimbledon ”96 
17:02 Cliili lien's Programme — 
)j> Pollu.irJ . 

17:30 Y.irieiK — Les Monde E*U 
•Winis 

-.. News in French 

19:15 M.iua/tne — L’shuaia 

19:30 Nw> Headline 

19:35 Here's Luc> 

20:00 Varieties. — T.irataru 

21:10 Star Trek 

22:00 Ne\4> in English 

22:25 Feature Film — ■Tlur 
Swir:lf 

23:59 C>i!ied> — FatiiiK Affairs 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PR VVER TIMES 


03:55 
»5:30 . 
12:40 
10 : 20 .. 
I*>:50 . 
21:24 .. 


Pair 

.iSimnsei Duha 

Dhuhr 
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Maghreb 
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CHIRCKES 

Sl Mari of Nazareth Church 
Stti’ifieh. Tel 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

(1*27x5. 

St. Joseph Cluirch Tel. 624JO0 
1 hurcii of tlie Annunciation 

Tel «v74-40. 

IX* lit Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
(*22 Jrei 

Anglican Church Tel. 652K2& 
Vrmenian Catholic Church 

Tel 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel TKt>\. 


SL Ephraim Church Td. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Td. SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Hntletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment *•/ Metcnntfogx. 

A heal wave will affect the King- 
dom for the next days causing an 
acute rise in temperatures of 6-9 
degrees centigrade. Winds will 
be mntheasieriy moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, it will be hot 
winds northerly moderate, and 
seas calm. 

Amman 24/40 

Aqaba >28/43 

Deserts JO/42 

Jordan Valley 26/42 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 4QAqaba 42 Humidity 
readings: Amman 16 per cent, 
Aqaba 35 per cent, 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
.AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi — 8947S8 
Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 
759200 

Dr. Khaled Abdo 657 1 29 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 77675 1 

Firas pharmacy — .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 
Al Aseraa pharmacy -637055 
Al Salam pharmacy ....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 

Nqjib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir ...276852 
AI Quds pharmacy — .-( — ) 
ZAJRQA: 

Dr. Samir Al Lawzi . — .990312 
KhaGfeb pharmacy 985417 
EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 637111 
CivO Defence Department 
66111 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank — —.-,775121 

Highway Police .843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pubfic Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints — .605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 1 1! 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 1 2 1 

Overseas Calls 0IU23O 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan _ 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

-....815615' 

Electric Power Company 

— 63638)' 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen AJia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalxti Maternity. ...644281/6 
Aldleh Maternity, ....642441/2 
JabaJ Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmebani Hospital .....669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

— 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic, Abdafi 666126/37 

Al-AhlLAbdafi 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreca 

777101/3 

AJ-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 


Queen 


AKu Hospital 

.602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre Tor Heart 
and Special Surgery' ...86519° 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Ho^iiLil 

irt9i°X3323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

i fly 1900560 

Ibn Stna Hospital ((>0986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

iD° >9909911 

IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

( 02 1275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02 >27 2275 

Ibn /Vi Nafccs Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

I_.(0?l3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airpun Td. 
(08)53200 where it should 

always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 


09:J5 Dhahrantadd) (RJ) 

10:00 -Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:05 Riyadh (RT) 

10:10 -Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:30 New Delhi! RJ) 

l(h35 MuscaL Dubai (RJ> 

11:00 Colombo (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

17:30 Jeddah (addWRJ) 

1 7 JO Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19:00 ...Bangkok, Calculua (RJ) 

19:15 Athens (RJ) 

20:00 ....Abu Dhabi. Al ‘Ain (RJ) 

20:25 —Rome (RJ) 

22:00 Moscow (RJ) 

01:15 —Lamaca (RJ) 

02:55 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:30 — —Tel Aviv (LY) 

08:05 Jeddah (add) (SV» 

13:40 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

14:00 - Riyadh (SV) 

14:40 Shariqah (AH) 

20:35 Cairo (MS) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(13:00 Abu Dhabi (add) ( RJ ) 

04:00 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

06:30 ...Marka. Aqaba (addi(RJ) 

U635 - Beirut (RJi 

1 1:15 — -Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

11:25 ....Abu Dhabi AI ‘Ain (RJ ) 

12:00 — Moscow (RJ ) 

12:15 — Amsterdam. Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

12:15 Rome(RJ) 

(2:30 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

12:30 Jeddah tadd) (RJ) 

13:10 — .Paris <RJ) 

13:20 Athens (RJ) 

13:25 — -London (RJ) 

13h30 Sanaa (add) (RJ) 

2035 - - -.Lamaca (RJ) 

21:10 -Aqaha. Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

22:30 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(RJ) 

23-JO. Abu Dhabi fRJj 

M: 15 Doha. Bahrain ( RJ I 

Other Flights 

04:00 Athens (OA) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10H)0 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

20J0 Aqaba (from Tel Aviv) 
(RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 ajtn. every 
Monday 

Ait. Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO m every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pun. every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

VpperAo* rr price in fits per kg. 
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23:20-.. 

23:40...... 

00:25 

03:00 

Istanbul (TK) 

— .Amsterdam (KL) 
—London (KJ) 

07:45 ..... 
08:45 
09 M -. 
14;0n 

..Beirut, London (BA) 

Beirut (ME) 

Jeddah (add) (SV) 

03^5 ...... 

— Amalia (TK) 

14:30 Abu Dhabi. Al ‘Ain. (GF) 



15^0 

— Riyadh (SV) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

15 JO ..... 


0950 

—Aqaba (RW) 

21:25 


19:45 

Tel Aviv (RW) 

23:55 

.Damascus, Paris (AF) 
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Apricot 

.750/500 

.700/500 


ovwKnn 

Banana (mukhammar) .520^20 
Banana (imported) J86CV60O 

Carrot 

140/80 

Cauliflower. 

—300/220 

Cucumber f iaige) 
Cucumber (small) 
EgqplanL 

120/80 

.200/120 

210/150 


—650/400 

Lemon 

—800/500 | 

Marrow (large) 

.... 150/100 
240/160 


—130/80 


130/80 


850/600 

Oranoe 40(1/300 


480/350 

Peach 

—.670/400 


-.-340/220 


-400080 


300/180 


450/300 

Sweet melon — .... 

.—-280/180 
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HRH Crown Prince H assan talks to Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament Ahmad Lawzi on arrival at Amman Air- 
port (Petra photo) 

Prince Hassan returns home 

Jordan says no to proposal to 
settle Palestinian refugees 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Rpyal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvaih Wednesday 

returned home after visits 
to the United Kingdom and 
Canada where Prince Has- 
san held talks with officials 
and attended meetings on 
inter- faith relations. 

Speaking to Jordan Tele- 
vision on arrival, the Crown 
Prince announced that the 
World Bank's consultancy 
group will bold a meeting 
on the question of Palestin- 
ian refugees in (he coming 
few days and that in his dis- 
cussions in Canada, which 
chairs the group's meeting, 
Jordan rejected the idea of 
settling the refugees outside 
their own homeland adding 
that Canada supported Jor- 
dan's views- 


The refugee problem he 
added should be resolved 
within the concept of the 
international legitimacy 
and international princi- 
ples, be said. Jordan 
demands either compensa- 
tion for the Palestinian 
refugees or repatriation 
and demands also that the 
Kingdom’s shouldering of 
the heavy burden of the 
refugees for the past 40 
years be fully recognised . 

As to the economic situa- 
tion Prince Hassan said Jor- 
dan will hopefully over- 
come the present difficul- 
ties because various eco- 
nomic organisations have 
shown real understanding 
of the Jordanian position 
and role in the region. 

Referring to the political 
situation in the Middle East 


be said that the countries of 
the region are bound to 
cooperate in political, 
developmental and security 
fields and that these coun- 
tries could not achieve sta- 
bility without security, and 
could not build for peace in 
the absence of political sta- 
bility . 

The Crown Prince and 
Princess Sarvath were 
received at the airport by 
the Royal family members. 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, speakers 
of Parliament and other 
senior officials. 

Returning with the 
Crown Prince also were 
their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Rasbed Ben A1 Has- 
san and Princess Badia 
BintAl Hassan. 


IATA regional office 


Ministry rejects Aqaba waste facility proposal 


By Francesca Ciriad 
and Samir Hijjawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Following a 
report on the management 
of hazardous wastes in the 
Kingdom published 
Wednesday in AI Rai Ara- 
bic daily, * Minister of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Abdel Razzaq 
Tubeishat said the Environ- 
ment Protection Council 
(EPC) has rejected a project 
proposal jointly presented 
by a Jordanian and a U.S. 
company to build a toxic 
waste facility in Aqaba. 

The JD 13.4 milli on plan, 
drafted by the EBA 
Waste c hnologies in the 
U.S. and Al Mabrouka 
Trading Company, was ini- 
tially addressed to Minister 
of P lanning Rima Khnlnf - 
Huneidi at the beginning of 
May. 

The Ministry of Planning 
had refected the project pro- 
posal to the EPC one month 
ago, for further study and 
analysis. 


The decision to reject the 
EBA-A1 Mabronka plan 
was announced Wednesday 
by Dn Tubeishat. who is 
al so rhairman of the EPC 

He said the plan was 
rejected because another 
project, for the building of a 
hazar dous waste site in the 
desert area of Swaqa, in 
southern Jordan, supported 
by the government and offi- 
cially presented during last 
October’s Middle East and 
North Africa economic 
summit, had already been 
adopted. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Wednesday quoted 
the minister as saying that 
there were also unanswered 
questions as to where the 
wastes would be coming 
from and what type of 
wastes would be involved. 

Experts had told the Jor- 
dan Times earlier that the 
Kingdom has already been 
the victim of incidents of 
unauthorised entry of haz- 
ardous wastes from other 
countries in the past and 
that each project presented 
for the construction of a 


toxic waste facility should 
be carefully analysed and 
“looked at with healthy sus- 
picion.” 

The project proposal pre- 
sented by EBA Wastech- 
nologtes and Al Mabrouka 
included a “light mobile or 
fixed-base hazardous waste 
incinerator at the port (of 
Aqaba)... augmented by a 
modem computerised labo- 
ratory to allow Jordan to 
protect itself from entry of 
unauthorised or unusually 
hazardous cargoes and 

wastes.” 

But the fact that the pro- 
posal stated that “(the site) 
would also accept contami- 
nated bilge water from 
ships visiting the Aqaba 
region,” may have consti- 
tuted in itself a reasonable 
basis for the “healthy suspi- 
cion” the experts talk about, 
and thus the rejection by the 
government. 

International media 
reports have repeatedly 
unveiled the profitable busi- 
ness behind the manage- 
ment of toxic and radioac- 
tive wastes world-wide and 


pointed to many incidents 
of radioactive wastes from 
rich countries being 
dumped without authorisa- 
tion in remote and under- 
privileged areas. 

The letter addressed to the 
Minister of P lanni ng by the 
U.S.-Jordaman joint ven- 
ture claimed that the project 
aimed at “protecting the 
environment of the Gulf of 
Aqaba and the Red Sea” 
and stressed that a survey in 
the Aqaba area was con- 
ducted in November 1995 
to choose a suitable loca- 
tion for the toxic wastes 
facility. 

While, according to tbe 
project proposal, “the U.S. 
Trade and Development 
Agency has approved a 
grant in the amount of 
$250,000 to prepare a com- 
prehensive feasibility study 
and economic analysis” for 
the Aqaba facility, tbe gov- 
ernment's alternative plan 
for the Swaqa facility is still 
awaiting financing. 

The delay in the start of 
tbe works at the Swaqa pro- 
ject have given the U.S. 


company EBA one more 
argument to use in support 
of the Aqaba waste facility 
option: “Swaqa facility pro- 
ject will not even start 
before the year 2000," EBA 
said, stressing that “a viable 
business can be developed 
addressing Jordan’s needs 
(for tbe management of 
hazardous wastes).” 

Government officials said 
that radioactive uranium 
from hospitals and electric 
power plants, together with 
contaminated oils from 
metallurgical factories, 
could be defined as the 
main hazardous wastes 
troubling Jordan. 

Dr. Tubeishat denied that 
any foreign countries have 
approached Jordan with a 
proposal to dump their own 
toxic wastes in the King- 
dom in return for payment 
“Jordanian law does not 
allow any waste from any 
foreign country of any kind 
whatsoever to enter tire 
Kingdom, even under pay- 
ment of billions of dollars,” 
tbe Minister of Environ- 
ment said. 


Government to look 
into police procedures 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The gov- 
ernment will look into 
complaints of ill-treatment 
of detainees and procedures 
applied at different police 
stations and prisons, a 
news-report said Wednes- 
day. 

The report in Al Aswaq, 
said that a committee 
chaired by the ministry's 
secretary general Kb amis 
Abu Salim will mainly deal 
with non-Jordanians in 
administrative detention for 
a long period of time with- 
out due justification or rea- 
sons, and procedures fol- 
lowed during house arrest *’ 

The committee would 
look at the procedures 
applied during detention of 
people at police stations 
for long periods pending 


interrogation, the report 
said. 

The committee would 
also deal with issues per- 
taining to impounding the 
passports of foreign nation- 
als or the passports of their 
Jordanian sponsors along 
with other documents 
pending court verdicts. 

The committee will also 
be entrusted with handling 
the question of house 
searches that have been 
conducted in illegal manner 
as well as detention of peo- 
ple despite their acquittal 
from court 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Wednesday receives Yemeni Premier Abdul 
Aziz Abdul Ghani who heads die Yemeni side to the joint Jordanian Yemen! Higher 
Committee meetings (Petra photo) 
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in Amman opens Monday 


AMMAN (Petra)-^- Gene- 
va-based International Air 
Transport Association 
(1AIA) will open a Middle 
East regional office based 
in Amman as of July 8, 
Mr. Mimib Touqan Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) Assistant 
Executive President for 
Public Relations, said 
Wednesday. 

Tbe IATA decision, Mr. 
Touqan said, reflects the 
importance of Amman as 
a regional centre for 
IAEA’s operations. 

Asked how this office 
would benefit Jordan and 
the region, Mr. Touqan 
said that it would organise 


training programmes for 
pilots, and offer technical 
advice to member coun- 
tries in the region. 

Minister of Transport 
Naser Lawzi and IATA’s 
D irector General Pierre 
Jeanniot will sign the 
agreement on Monday, 
Mr. Touqan said. 

Meanwhile, the director 
of RJ's new City Termi- 
nal, Mutasem Oman, said 
Wednesday that 17 per 
cent of the airline pas- 
sengers used the terminal 
in the last moDth. A simi- 
lar office in eastern 
Amman near Marka air- 
port is planned for the 


future, Mr. Ouran said. 

He said that RJ was con- 
sidering more terminals in 
other parts of the King- 
dom. 

When the Amman termi- 
nal opened at the Seventh 
Circle on May 27, RJ said 
that passengers could 
check-in at any time of 
the day or send someone 
else to do the job on their 
briialf. 

Once a passenger checks 
in at the terminal, he/she 
can depart to the airport 
only 45 minutes before 
flight time using RJ buses 
or their own private cars. 


Journalists elect president Friday 


(Continued from page 1) 

paper and Khaled Maha- 
dinc” And this factor, he 
claims, is even weightier 
than the agreement struck 
B between the management 
™ of the two papers. 

“It’s also known that the 
government is backing Al 

• ■' Sheriff said a correspon- 

dent for a West Bank paper. 
Mr Mahadin has on sev- 
'' eral occasions been highly 

v critical of the government 

of Prime Minister Abdul 

* Karim Kabariti, particular- 
ly- with regards to its hard- 
line stand against Iraq. 

“ft's a process of elimina- 
tion ratter than of election 
or selection,” the corre- 
spondent said. 

•v The vote of Petra, with 85 
s ' eligible members, is a bit 

- mane unpredictable. 

;; Some purport that the 

' majority of those votes will 

‘ go to Mr. Mahadin, since 

■' under the previous govera- 

meat, he was able to secure 
> a raise for Petra employees 

in his capacity as director 
■-' ft of the agency/ 

/' Other sources, however, 

say that Mr. Al Sherif is 
gaining some late support 
** due to the feet that a victo- 

ry for him would ensure a 


smooth relationship with 
the government. 

Votes from Petra will be 
critical for both candidates; 
so will be the votes from 
weekly papers. 

For the first time in the 
association’s history, the 
nation’s rwo major newspa- 
pers cannot rely solely on 
support from their own 
ranks, since employees 
from these establishments 
and Petra no longer consti- 
tute a safe majority of the 
association’s general 

assembly. Last year, the 
JPA initiated nearly 100 
new members, the majority 
from the ranks of Jordan’s 
growing number of weekly 

often opposition — 

papers. 

That brought the total 
number of members outside 
of the AI Ra’i-Al Dustour- 
Peona bloc to 165 — com- 
pared to a mere 52 in 1994. 

The campaign for they 
votes is fierce, and it is 
believed that Mr. Mahadin, 
who now is a contributor to 
some of these publications, 
may enjoy greater support 
than Mr. Sherif from those 
quarters. Mr. Sakkyha, 
however, might be the can- 
didate with the greatest 
support from the tabloids 


— especially that he enjoys 
a great deal of support from 
the younger generation of 
journalists, often employed 
at these fledgling papers. 

Protest votes will also 
play a role, said a candidate 
for the council. 

Many from the Al Ra’i 
ranks do not consider tbe 
agreement struck between 
its management and Al 
Dustour to be binding to 
them, and assert that the 
management has no right to 
guarantee their votes. Petra 
voters as well, may lodge 
protest votes, because they 
feel the government favours 
Mr. Al Sherif. 

Journalists, however, said 
they have little faith in the 
elections, and claim that the 
true issues are eclipsed by 
personal and political rival- 
ries that have come to out- 
weigh very pressing issues 
facing the organisation and 
its future. 

“I’m not a member yet,” 
said a young .reporter from 
a weekly paper. “I should 
be sworn in by the end of 
this year, but I hope that by 
that time, the president and 
the council can confront the 
real issues that face our 
profession.” 


Newspapers cautioned over Abu Khajil case 


2 hot days 
forecast 

AMMAN (Pena) — Jordan 
and the East Mediterranean 
region are currently under the 
effect of a high level pressure 
centred in the Arabian penin- 
sula and causing temperatures 
to soar to 40 degrees centi- 
grade during die coming two 
days the Department of Mete- 
orology said Wednesday. 

Tbe department said that die 
bear wave which is accompa- 
nied by a drop in humidity 
will be mostly affecting the 
mountainous regions raising 
temperatures by six to nine 
degrees above annual aver- 
age. 

The department noted that 
the beat wave will cause 
desert storms particularly in 
die eastern and southern parts 
of tbe Kingdom. It said that 
such beta waves are a rarity at 
this time and that tempera- 
tures reaching up to 423 
degrees were recorded in July 
in the past three years. 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment on Wednesday cau- 
tioned newspapers that it 
was illegal to publish the 
proceedings and minutes 
of tbe court sessions in the 
case against the former 
honorary consul of Sri 
Lanka in Jordan, who is 
standing trial in a baby- 
sale scam involving Sri 
Lankan domestic help. 

Mohammad Amin, 
director of tbe Press and 
Publications Department, 
sent letters to the Jordan 
Tunes and other newspa- 
pers, ordering them not to 
publish court proceedings 
and news item concerning 
this case. 

Mr. Amin said this order 
was in accordance with 
die provisions of the Press 
and Publications Law, 


which he said, “bans the 
publication of court pro- 
ceedings and investiga- 
tions before the issuance 
of a final verdict and per- 
mission from the court” 
The article in the law Mr. 
Amin was referring to is 
Article 42. 

Mr. Amin said in his let- 
ter that he was acting upon 
a ruling by tbe Amman 
Criminal Court where the 
former honorary consul, 
Tawfiq Abu Khajil, is 
being tried. 

Prosecutor General 
Mamoun Mneizel bad 
asked the court in a June 
22 session to ban the press 
from covering tbe hear- 
ings because n reflected 
negatively on the course 
of the case.” 

“Some of the witnesses 
were hesitant tp testify in 
court because they did not 
want their names to be 
published in the press,” 


Mr. Mneizel told the tri- 
bunal. 

Formal charges against 
Mr. Abu Khajil a Jordan- 
ian businessman who 
served as Sri Lanka’s hon- 
orary consul until he was 
fired by the Colombo gov- 
ernment following his 
arrest, include use of 
forged documents, 

issuance of false certifi- 
cates, sale of babies (ille- 
gal under a 1929 law 
against slavery), posses- 
sion of unlicensed 
firearms, import of illegal 
wireless devices, abuse of 
trust and forgery of a gov- 
ernment seal. 

Also standing trial 
beside Mr. Abu Khajil, is a 
Sri Lankan citizen named 
Anourma G.L., who is 
accused of agreeing to sell 
her baby to foster parents, 
and Andrea Bustani, 37, a 
Lebanese woman who 
was Mr. Abn Khajil’s sec- 


retary. 

Ms. Bustani, who was 
out of the country when 
the arrests were made, 
remains at large and is 
being tried in absentia. 

The case erupted when 
police at Queen Alia 
International Airport 
stopped a Dutch couple 
while attempting to leave 
the country with a five- 
month old boy whom they 
thought they had legally 
adopted for $8,000. 

A similar notice by the 
Press and Publications 
Department was issued on 
Dec. 18, 1995 in the case 
of Jordan Engineers Asso- 
ciation President Leith 
Shbeilai who was sen- 
tenced to three years in 
prison for slandering 
Their Majesties King Hus- 
sein and Queen Nooc. 




The regional office of a well established inter- 
national company requires QUALIFIED 
BANKERS & ACCOUNTANTS for the following 
positions in its offices in Amman. 

1. Assistant to the Treasury Manager 

2. Assistant to the Legal & Tax Manager 

The applicant should be: 

* Holding an accounting degree preferably from a British 
or American university. The membership of a profession- 
al body (CA CPA etc...) will be an asset 

* Age between 30-40 with a minimum of 5 years experi- 
ence. 

* Fluency in professional Arabic and English. 

The company is offering good starting salaries and other 
benefits with EXCELLENT career opportunities. 

Applicants should indicate which position they apply for 
and are required to submit a hand-written application and 
enclose their CV in English with a recent personal photo- 
graph to the following address: 

Area Manager 
P.O.Box 940093 
Amman 11194 
Jordan 
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Rebels say Rwanda troops 
fighting inside Burundi 


NAIROBI CR1 — Burun- 
dian rebels Wednesday 
accused Rwandan troops of 
“invading” Burundi to fight 
in support of the govern- 
ment army and vowed to 
oppose by force any foreign 
military intervention. 

The Hutu rebel National 
Council for the Defence of 
Democracy (CNDD) said 
rhe government Rwanda 
Patriotic Army (RPA) in- 
vaded northwest Cibitoke 
province Saturday to back 
Burundi's army. 

Both government armies 
are dominated by Tutsis. 

“They are Fighting hand in 
hand with the Burundi army 
against our forces in the 
communes of Mugina and 
Mabayi." CNDD east Africa 
representative Innocent 
Nimpagaritse told a news 
conference. 

“More than 5,000 civil- 
ians have left the combat 
zone and fled to Zaire while 
many others have been 
killed bv them.” 


In Rwanda's capital Ki- 
gali, an official said it was 
“absurd" to say Rwandan 
troops were in Burundi. 

“It is not our policy to 
send troops beyond our bor- 
ders. We also have too many 
security problems...CNDD 
is crying to derail a serious 
initiative to send foreign 
troops to Burundi," said 
Claude Dusaidi, a senior 
adviser to Rwanda’s 
defence minister. 

“But the foreign mission 
is going ahead and we 
should see some results by 
the end of the month,” Mr. 
Dusaidi told Reuters. 

The CNDD, the main Hu- 
tu rebel movement in Bu- 
rundi, also slammed plans 
for “security assistance” 
involving Ugandan and 
Tanzanian troops requested 
by Burundi's Hutu president 
and Tutsi prime minister to 
halt a worsening civil war. 

They gave in to intense 
international pressure at a 
summit in Arusha, Tanzania 


Megawati camp banned 
from Indonesian poll 


JAKARTA (R) — The 
Indonesian government will 
not permit a political fac- 
tion headed by opposition 
leader Megawati Sukarno- 
putri to contest the 1997 
parliamentary elections, the 
official Antara News Age- 
ncy said Wednesday. 

Mr. Megawati, the daugh- 
ter of Indonesia’s late foun- 
ding President Sukarno, 
was ousted from the leader- 
ship of the Indonesian 
Democratic Party’ (PDI) at a 
meeting of a dissident fac- 
tion in the city of Medan 
last month. 

Deputy Parliament Spea- 
ker Surjadi was elected in 
her place, but Ms. Mega- 
wati says the meeting was 
v illegal andithar.-she and- her 
• • supporters'- constitute the 
r.< i legitimate jPDI. 

“Only the PDI executive 
board formed at the con- 
gress in Medan will be in- 
vited to any activity organ- 
ised by the National Elec- 
tion Institute (LPU).“ Anta- 
ra quoted Interior Minister 
Yogie Suardi Memet as say- 
ing. 

Mr. Memet said the LPU 
would only accept a list of 
candidates from the Sur- 
jadi-led faction for the next 
parliamentary elections, 
which are scheduled to be 
held in mid- 1997. 

Indonesia only recognises 
three political parties, the 
PDI. the ruling Golkar and 
the Muslim-based United 
Development Party (PPP). 
The LPU, which is headed 
by Mr. Memet. approves all 
candidates for the parlia- 
mentary elections. 

The minister was quoted 
by Antara as saying Wed- 
nesday that Mr. Surjadi and 
his camp needed to consoli- 
date the party. 

“Give them a chance to 
work." he was quoted as sa- 
ying. The agency also said 
Armed Forces Commander 


General Feisal Tanjung had 
met Mr. Surjadi and his 
camp. 

Ms. Megawati and her 
supporters ^have said they 
would challenge the legiti- 
macy of the Medan meeting 
in courr. 

About 200 Megawati sup- 
porters from the party's 
branches in Jakarta staged a 
noisy protest at the city 
council Wednesday, de- 
nouncing the congress and 
Mr. Surjadi. 

“We reject what is called 
the PDI congress in Medan 
because it is against the par- 
ty’s statutes.” they said in a 
statement read by one of the 
protesters. 

The protest held inside the 
council's lobby was 
watched by anti-riot police. 
It ended without violence. 

Analysts say the govern- 
ment backed the rebels be- 
cause it fears Ms. Megawati 
would draw votes from 
Golkar during the elections 
and perhaps contest the 
1998 presidential polls. 

President Suharto, who 
took over from Sukarno in 
the mid-1960s, has never 
been opposed in the six 
times he has stood for pres- 
ident. He is widely expect- 
ed to seek a seventh term. 

Genera] Tanjung was quo- 
ted by Antara as saying 
Tuesday that violence dur- 
ing protests by Ms. Mega- 
wati supporters was aimed 
at destabilising the govern- 
ment 

About 5,000 supporters of 
Ms. Megawati clashed with 
troops in Jakarta on June 
20. the day the rebel con- 
gress opened. About 100 
people, including both de- 
monstrators and troops, 
were injured in the clashes. 

Ms. Megawati’s support- 
ers have continued protest 
demonstrations almost dai- 
ly since then, but there has 
been no violence. 


Packed Ukraine tram 
derails: 32 ki lled 


KIEV tR> — A rush-hour 
tram packed with factory- 
workers ran oft' the rails and 
smashed into a concrete 
barrier in an eastern 
Ukrainian city Tuesday, 
killing 32 people and injur- 
ing at least 50. police said. 

An Interior Ministry- 
spokesman in the region 
said the accident occurred 
at about 6 p.m. in rhe indus- 
trial city of Dneprodzer- 
zhinsk as [he tram was trav- 
elling down a steep slope. 

“The tram was taking 
workers home from an 
industrial zone after their 
shift. There were at least 
100 people on board." the 
spokesman said by tele- 
phone. 

“It was going down a 
slope and when it went 
around a comer and the 
brakes failed. It left the rails 
at high speed, skidded 
across a road and hit a con- 
crete barrier." 

He said 29 people had 
died at the site of the acci- 
dent and three in hospital. 


Government officials said 
Health Minister Yevhen 
Korolenko and a number of 
the former Soviet republic's 
top medical specialists had 
flown to the region to treat 
the injured. 

The cause of the accident 
was being investigated. 

President Leonid Kuchma 
proclaimed Wednesday a 
day of mourning. 

He also ordered the can- 
cellation of all events 
scheduled for Wednesday to 
commemorate the approval 
by parliament last week of 
Ukraine's first post-Sovier 
constitution. 

Police said the tram was 
an old Soviet model, like 
many dilapidated buses and 
trams in use in Ukraine. 
Public transport tends to be 
heavily packed even at off- 
peak times. 

In a similar accident in 
August 1994. seven people 
died when a tram derailed 
in the eastern coal mining 
centre of Lugansk. 


on June 25. CNDD was not 
invited to Arusha. 

Massacres and ethnic war 
between the Tutsi-dominat- 
ed army and Hutu rebels in 
Burundi have killed more 
than 150,000 people in the 
past three years. One mil- 
lion people, mostly Tutsis. 
were killed in a Hutu-led 
genocide campaign in 
Rwanda in 1994. 

“CNDD will consider any 
foreign armies entering 
national territory as invad- 
ing forces and will deal with 
them accordingly by oppos- 
ing resistance by force," 
said Mr. Nimpagaritse. ad- 
ding the rebels were angry 
at not being consulted over 
the plans. 

“It is the army and gov- 
ernment which asked for 
such help. Those forces are 
coming to help those who 
asked for them...Tbe invad- 
ing forces are coming to do 
the job of the Burundian 
army.” Mr. Ndarubagiye 
said. 
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Actress Margaux Hemingway is shown in a scene from 
the 1976 film Lipstick. Hemingway, 41, was found dead 
in her Santa Monica, California apartment on July 1 
(Reuter photo) 

Death of Hemingway 
blamed on natural causes 

LOS ANGELES (R) — An autopsy performed Tuesday on 
the body of actress-model Margaux Hemingway, a grand- 
daughter of famed novelist Ernest Hemingway, showed 
that she apparently died of naruraf causes, officials said. 

But it will take at least two weeks for investigators to 
receive the results of key laboratory tests to determine 
whether Hemingway may have taken a fatal drug overdose, 
said Scon Carrier, a spokesman for the Los Angeles 
County Coroner's Office. 

The badly decomposed body of the 41 -year-old 
Hemingway was discovered in her bed in her modest stu- 
dio apartment near Santa Monica beach Monday. 35 years 
after her famous grandfather was found dead of a self- 
inflicted gunshot wound. 

Investigators who performed Tuesday's autopsy were 
unable to pinpoint exactly what killed Hemingway, but Mr. 
Carrier said “everything seems to lead to natural causes." 
He said Hemingway suffered from epilepsy and the coro- 
ner's office was looking into whether she may have died of 
an epileptic seizure. 

But Mr. Carrier said investigators would not make any 
final conclusions until they receive the results of toxico- 
logical tests, which could show whether her death may- 
have been caused by drugs or alcohol. 

Hemingway's body was discovered by friends who were 
worried because they had not seen her for several days. 
Police said there were no signs of suicide, drug abuse or 
foul play. 

Blonde and 6-feet /l.S-metres) tall, she was one of the 
world’s rop models by age 20. But Hemingway, the older 
sister of 34-year-old actress Muriel Hemingway, battled 
alcoholism and eating disorders. Friends said she had 
recently become depressed about her stalled acting career. 

She was the daughter of Ernest Hemingway's first .son 
Jack, and her death comes one day shy of the 35th anniver- 
sary of her grandfather's death. 

The wife of the Nobel Prize-winning author claimed he 
accidentally killed himself while cleaning his shotgun in 
his Ketchum, Idaho, home on July 2, 1961, but some 
friends and family members said he committed suicide. 

Margaux Hemingway's death continues a grim family 
legacy. Her grandfather — author of such classics as For 
Whom The Bell Tolls and A Farewell To Arms — battled 
depression, alcoholism and nervous breakdown. His own 
father committed suicide. 

Hemingway became a highly paid supermodel in the 
1970s promoting a line of fragrances made by Faberge. She 
made her Hollywood debut with her younger sister, Muriel, 
in the 1976 movie Lipstick. 

Though she was nearly seven years younger. Marie! was 
picked out as the better actress and went on to bigger roles 
in Manhattan, The Mean Season and Superman fV. 

Margaux Hemingway had a history of alcohol abuse and 
bulimia, and was treated at the Betty Ford Centre in south- 
ern California in the late 19S0s. 





CNDD demanded • an 
international inquiry into 
what it said was the mas- 
sacre of more than 1.000 
Hutu civilians at Nyeshenza 
in Cibitoke on June 27 by 
Burunidan soldiers with 
RPA support. 

U.N. officials said Tues- 
day 2,510 Burundian Hutus 
from the same area fled into 
southwestern Rwanda at the 
weekend, saying they were 
escaping killings and des- 
truction of homes. 

Foreign aid officials could 
not comment on the rebel 
charges as they suspended 
all aid operations in Cibi- 
toke in early June. 

Diplomats said the region- 
al security assistance plan 
envisioned a foreign force 
of mainly Tanzanian and 
Ugandan troops to protect 
politicians, civil servants 
and key installations. 

Militants of Burundi’s 
Tutsi minority also oppose 
the plan. 



‘Miss Rat’, beauty I s*r/rP 

contest in \ jJpS cUfe 

Philippines % ' bey0 nd 

MANILA (AFP) — Phi. 1 " ? f 

lippines villagers have VJ 

launched a “Miss Rat” I** 1 * , 

beauty contest in an nSltlOtlS 

attempt to eradicate ro- A {)Qf ****** 
dents eating their rice , s .$■. — - 

•crops, a newspaper 1 report- ; 

ed Wednesday. The Philip. ^j, 4 [ U’ 1 f ,' ' , * \\ 

pine Inquirer said residents ^ ^ ,n r ^ ! 

of the central town of fichu 

Barotoc Nuevo decided the ? *■“' 

Miss Rat title would go to ^ l “ n c- r " >L 

the group that presents the \ f 

most rat-tails in their con- 
testant’s honour. The con- 
test was to entourage peo- jsf i'u; 
pie to kill more rats in rice ft* " ■ -■* *’■ 

fields. ,9 

• 1 ' •• . *vv- :: 

Sexy sausage not $ ^ 

in good taste — r ’ 

iudge 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 1,5 .".'.jVni' 

Lhipalatably rude food '-.."nsc 

photographs in a local 

magazine could land its r i - ;:i 

publisher a year in jail, 'jt j \' i ' r .7~ " , 

according to press repons 
Wednesday. Pictures of an 
upright sausage,, chocolate 
“naughty bits” • and "an '-fher- ,i: ' “ 

alluring slice of nectarine" mf ,#\ i;v -’4 ' ' 

published in the East . ^~ l 

Touch were deemed inde- ;h.’ " ' 

cent by the high court '• '!’-■••• *■; : 

Tuesday. The. five-page i’" 

magazine article entitled “a .. r> \ ; P > s p* ” 

festival of pornography” jf. r> if.altn ■ 
was accompanied by an v "_' n H 

article that pleaded: “Mo- : P'J* 

ralists, please don't fume." f',*, lW n a-and' 
“Chinese people have r;~r w 

always lacked a sense of- "... esk 

humour where sex is con™ ’Vero.srio; 

cernedL" The article de- : \;DS 

tailed bizarre plastic and 
edible sex items in a light- ‘ v 

hearted manner which ^ # 

defence lawyer Gerard J :: 7 \T 7 . 

McCoy said “should have nr ' 

been laughed put of court ^ ’• *' “ r “ 

“It's confectionery. It’s jelr-ercJ '■ 

bizarre. It's making fun of 
sex," Mr. McCqy said. The ip.? *• 
high court was riveted as ■*: PnyTjr.rr.-.-. .-nc 
the defence lawyer and the .-'-spo 

judge conducted a brief -?£ I ^ AIDS, aimed 

debate on the properties of :r.t* .-rfderri; 

the average sausage. “The : - ;i j i-r.r.ic- in ti 
penis surrounded by rather a.cU 

unappetising bits of salad is ;hr hv . : -a ay 

plainly erect”, ventured AIDS ■*>:: r^* a va 
igJusticeiXeith^smdyjqg the 2 gur Je^::c recc 

- perky , banger, complete ’ jaJ 

j^ith car^iqn fac;e7 "perched ;~ |jni . , ..^ c , nc sli 
upnghton ap^ate. “It sjust , K .. ■ ... . .... 

a sausage, M'lud,” coun- , * 

tered Mr. McCoy. “It’s \ . u 

shaped like a penis,” the " 7,7 
judge insisted. A But all sau- ^ ‘ 
sages are shaped like penis- i " r,l > 

es," Mr. McCoy rep-lied. n “’ CJ 

The judge responded thatr al! r: J " 

' “certain things" showed ir "a 1 - :n y :■ 

to be a phallus. “Is your *•- 

lordship looking at the “.uli t 

happy smile on its face and *’-••• -\::v hcr^ an 

the two eyesT’ asked the ^ intci 

lawyer. Justice Keith noted -ped recentV. 

that readers y/ere instructed wtniMRc A IDs a 

to eat the offending sau- 1 j health and jn cc< 

sage “without 1 chopsticks, devel.-.pr.i-n: jv-ui 

knives or forks ” The mag- -’vrl.j Bank r.;m .iN 

azine had ap-pealed against rained a r. -u-j of n ea-i 

a ruling by the obscene 7'milhor, t.. mor- th'-. 

articles tribunal, which ' jr , , un "J “ 

found the article had been ^ Jimc j , T 1 

unfit to print. The judge Spread Mi’\ PF in 

ruled against the appeal 5r^ Uj|lu 
and the case will now go to 
the Magistrates Court ^hi-h , .-a 

iijj 1 LMst-f r druc- 1 

Burglary victim % 

pardons thieves tijhorai! 

- . ^ rnust (i»* rTrpfii ii, 

LONDON ( AFIJ1 — A man .stored , n h, ; 

robbed in his- home at . . 

knifepoint refused to testi- 7' the nna r ^' ^ ,iT / ICU 
fy in court ag.ainst the ^health ™^ n ” IIOn? 
alleged attackers because, r ^ in S pvi 

as a good Muslim, he said ^•Kunea.;.« r>0 ] JI ^ ‘ ^ c 
he should pardon them, the in n ea |.j r 
Daily Telegraph reported 
Tuesday. Habbeb Audu lost Wj ancen rr na P u Wk 
his video recorder, his ste- ^ p f '? ra tnmes car 
reo unit and his wallet i# a partial 

the burglary, but later told qf LV ’ Hou e v er . 
the police he had .seen one ^ r ' . fhe ^heci 
of the robbers in the streeL “'ffsrent drucs 

But when the case came to 4 ^. . ' place some 
coun Mr. Audu refused to V*ial systemv 

testify, while asserting that ^ n ^ce. 
his statement to the police l^J > ^? r anin le 
was true. “I had a dream c.> V p« ^ 

and the same person who P^-'Pie wiV Tin? 
came to rob me with his 1 * *"utof jq ^ u,, 
friends saved' me from 11 chj ^ren 

drowning," hie. smd. “I told •JA'sdicaij r . 
the imam about the dream . ev en S .'^ s ' Ver & 
and he said if I could for- v, AIDS ’ ^ 0re the 
give that person I' would an/, Cime 

find peace in myself." Mr- ^ , fe ^ra| , s tate 
Audu expressed ' the hope 2 vv taxers 

that the accused would /to ^ n ? hard for 

restore what had been ^ ov -n costs, 
stolen, but added, "other- y* 0n ' brichf 
wise, I leave everything in . »vP rsv ention 

Allah's hands.” Alan vf* T ^ant 0 I a ‘ 
Greenwood, prosecuting, r " JU ”er conf-r, 
told the judge be would " ^cher.s 2_‘ 

have to take instructions on lQ share 

how to proceed next, Stiv e U c ° me s of 
Telegraph reported.-‘Ther»- . on 

is always room for a new O m deJ,? 0 ' 
experience and this is a 
new experience” the judge \ - to Us • the 

replied. SN"* Hlv l 5 10 

He, ^men , ^ 0r n 
t0 Iheir 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton (left) arrives with Yolanta Kwasniewska (centre), wife of tile 
Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski and a guide, near the main gate of the for- 
mer Nazi death camp of Aoschwitz-Birkenan Tuesday (Reuter photo) 

Mrs. Clinton praises Polish 
women, pledges U.S. aid 


WARSAW (AFP) — U.S. 
first lady Hillary Clinton 
Wednesday hailed the cen- 
tral role of Polish women 
and announced $700,000 in 
aid on the final day of her 
visit to Poland, which she 
devoted to women. 

“Women are key to build- 
ing civil society, and prog- 
ress and prosperity in every 
country, including yours 
and mine,” Mrs. Clinton 
said in a speech marking the 
second and last day of her 
Polish visit, which is part of 
a seven-nation Central and 
Eastern European tour. 

Addressing some 100 
people at the palace on the 
water in Lazienki, former 
summer residence of Po- 
land's last King Stanislaw 
August Poniatowski, Mrs. 
Clinton said: “I recognise 
the important role that wo- 
men have played through 
Poland's history.” 

Referring to the struggle 
against communism, led by 
Solidarity leader and former 


President Lech Walesa, she 
said: “I know that in the 
days of Solidarity, women 
were the backbone of the 
underground press. Some of 
those same women lead 
Poland's modern journalis- 
tic establishment today.” 

Mrs. Clinton also an- 
nounced $700,000 in aid to 
Polish non-governmental 
organisations through the 
United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) as part of the 
“democratic network" pro- 
gramme. 

Under the scheme. Poland 
has been awarded $3.5 mil- 
lion since the start of 1995 
for welfare, environmental 
and educational projects. 

Mrs. Clinton earlier Wed- 
nesday met representatives 
of women's organisations 
and women politicians, no- 
tably from the former Com- 
munist Democratic Left 
Alliance. 

During the first day of her 
Polish visit Tuesday. Mrs. 


Clinton paid tribute to vic- 
tims of the Nazi holocaust 
as she visited the former 
death camp at Auschwitz. 

She also met members of 
the Jewish community in 
Warsaw. 

From Poland, Mrs. Clin- 
ton will travel on to the 
Czech Republic, continuing 
her tour, which began in 
Romania and is widely per- 
ceived as an attempt to win 
over Jewish and East 
European communities in 
the United States as a boost 
to President Bill Clinton’s 
chances of winning No- 
vember elections. 

Mrs. Clinton’s spokesman 
Neel Lattimore said the tour 
was aimed at demonstrating 
U.S. support for new de- 
mocracies in the region, for- 
mally under Communist 
rule. 

The first lady will also 
visit Slovakia, Hungary, 
Estonia and Finland. 
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DHAKA (AFP) ~ Thou- riot 
sands of Bangladeshis took stat 
shelter on roofs and em- Has 
bankraents Wednesday vici 
from worsening floods as ‘1 
the country’s political oppo- the 
sition blamed neighbouring moi 
India for the disaster. dia. 

Flash floods from mon- mei 
soon rains and the run-off stat 
from heavy storms on near- R 
by hills in India have hit 15 bur 
of Bangladesh’s 64 admin- lini 
istrative districts, officials Rar 
said. Two people have been hav 
killed since the flooding fror 

started last week. clo; 

The capital, Dhaka, was Kai 
among the low-laying areas mai 
swamped. awi 

Prime Minister Sheikh A 
Hasina Wajed Wednesday trici 

alerted troops and govern- Net 

ment agencies and urged lo- rigr 
cal people to aid flood vie- non 
tims. and 

“Keep constant watch on trici 
the situation and take effec- Hat 
live measures to face the in tl 
disaster." she said. easl 

The order came as the pre- Baz 
mier. only 10 days in office, ed. 
faced her first crisis in a A 
country plagued by natural said 
calamities, while her politi- wor 
cal rival blamed India for was 
the disaster. “Aii 

Khaleda Zia, chief of the the 
opposition Bangladesh Na- FI 


tS^Boj; 0 't^shtjMstnct^ | 

tionaiisf Party, issued a rologists warned that water 
statement calling on Mrs. levels in the major Brahma- 
Hasina to rush aid to flood nutra. Ganges and Jamuna 


victims. 

“Due to the opening of all 
the barrages of (the) com- 
mon rivers upstream in In- 
dia. flash floods” have sub- 
merged many areas, the 
statement also said. 

Rivers and canals have 
burst their banks and road 
links in Khagrachari and 
Rangamati in the southeast 
have been cut. The road 
from Sylhet to Dhaka was 
closed after part of the 
Karangi Bridge and the 
main highway was washed 
away. 

Among the affected dis- 
tricts are Sherpur. Jamalpur, 
Netrakona, Gaibandha, Ku- 
rigram and Pabna in the 
north, Bogra in the west, 
and the tea-growing dis- 
tricts of Sylhet. Sunamganj, 
Habiganj and Moulavibazar 
in the northeast. The south- 
eastern resort of Cox's 
Bazar has also been affect- 
ed. 

An official in Gaibandha 
said nearby villages were 
worst hit and that the water 
was approaching the town. 
“Aid is being organised for 
the affected.” he said. 

Flood experts and meteo- 


rologists warned that water 
levels in the major Brahma- 
putra, Ganges and Jamuna 
rivers continued to rise 
“slowly" Wednesday, but 
they were still below what 
is considered the danger 
mark. 

The government’s Meteo- 
rological Department said 
because of two possible 
lows in the Bay of Bengal 
this month, more rains were 
likely in the coming days. 

The flooding has caused 
widespread damage or des- 
truction to homes and crops. 

In Sherpur, district offi- 
cials said that water level 
was decreasing in the north 
and was static elsewhere. 
“The situation will improve 
if there is no fresh rain." he 
said by telephone. 

With the floods, residents 
in some districts have fallen 
victims to river erosion as 
gushing flood waters 
washed away chunks of 
soil, reports said. 

With 230 rivers running 
through this low-lying 
country. Bangladesh is 
plagued by annual flooding. 
In 1988, more than 2,200 
people were killed, in the 
worst toll in 40 years. 


Paper: Charles, Diana to divorce in 2 weeks 


LONDON (R) — Prince Charles and his 
estranged wife Princess Diana will be 
divorced within two weeks, a British news- 
paper predicted Wednesday. 

The Daily Mirror, a top-selling tabloid, 
said Buckingham Palace would issue a 
statement the week after next saying a set- 
tlement had been reached and Princess 
Diana would be granted all she had 
demanded since she agreed to the divorce in 
February. 

“If royal lawyers keep their guarantees a 
decree nisi will be obtained, paving the way 
for a full divorce in six weeks,” the news- 
paper said. 

Under the settlement which lawyers have 
been haggling over for months. Princess 
Diana will receive a lump sum of £15 mii- 
lion(S23.3 million), keep Lhe title Her Royal 
Highness, continue to live at Kensington 
Palace in central London and be allowed lo 
work as a roving ambassador for her chari- 
ties. 

The princess, 35, will be told of the terms 
of the agreement on Thursday or Friday. If 
she is not satisfied with the settlement' the 
divorce will not go ahead and Prince 
Charles will be forced to wait until the end 
of next year to obtain a “no-consem” 
divorce, the newspaper added. 


Buckingham Palace is reported to be 
delaying an announcement on the end of the 
15-year royal marriage because it does not 
want to disrupt a state visit of South African 
President Nelson Mandela, which begins on 
July 8. 

An agreement will mark the end of a bit- 
ter divorce battle that began last December 
when Queen Elizabeth wrote to the battling 
couple and urged them to end the marriage. 

Prince Charles agreed immediately but 
Princess Diana delayed her decision until 
February. On Tuesday a newspaper quoted 
her as saying: “1 never wanted a divorce. 
No one seems to understand that." 

Frustrated by delays in the acrimonious 
negotiations. Princess Diana went to the 
queen in May and threatened to call it off 
unless her mother-in-law intervened to 
speed things up. 

Princess Diana married the prince in a 
glittering ceremony in 1981. The couple, 
who have two sons Princes William and 
Harry, announced their separation in 1992. 

The divorce, which has been described as 
the biggest crisis in the British monarchy 
since Edward VIII abdicated the throne to 
marry American divorcee Wallis Simpson, 
will not affect Prince Charles's right to be 
king. 
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Advances in 
<« AIDS cure 
beyond 
reach of 
poor nations 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
The last few months have 
brought gratifying advan- 
ces in fighting the virus 
that causes AIDS, but the 
hefty price tags raise dis- 
turbing questions about 
who will have access to the 
life-prolonging therapies. 

The new drug regimes 
can cost $12,000 to 
ft SltiiOOO a year — and no- 
body yet knows how many 
years people will have to 
take the .drugs or at what 
dosage. 

For a middle-income per- 
son in a rich country, 
$16,000 is a lot of money 
to spend on medicine each 
year. 

For a poor person in an 
impoverished country, it is 
nor even, within the realm 
of imagination. 

“There are new drugs, 
but they are expensive, and 
a majority (of people 
around the world) won't 
have access to them at this 
time ” said Dr. Daniel Ta- 
rantula, an AIDS expert at 
the Centre for Health and 
Human Rights at the Har- 
vard School of Public 
Health, one of thousands of 
K experts grappling with 
* these issues next week at 
the eleventh international 
conference on AIDS in 
Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia. 

*T hope at some point 
there can be a little bit of 
innovation in how drugs 
are delivered” to poor na- 
tions, said Timothy Rother- 
mcl of the U.N. Develop- 
ment Programme, one of 
several agencies co-spon- 
soring UN AIDS, aimed at 
addressing the epidemic’s 
spread and impact in the 
developing world. 

Globally, the best way to 
. fight AIDS , will be a vac- 
‘^‘' ( cine: L Bur'despite receijt r 
■ ^idvancesi m the lab and in 1 
the clinic,. a'' vaccine 'still 
appears to be a long way 
off. 

Until then, prevention 
and public health education 
remain the only weapons. 
And in nations that can 
scarcely afford an Aspirin 
1 tablet, paying for ambitious 
prevention campaigns is a 
difficult task, according to 
numerous researchers and 
health policy experts inter- 
viewed recently. 

Recognising AIDS as 
both a health and an eco- 
nomic development issue, 
the World Bank has also 
committed a total of nearly 
$700 million to more than 
60 projects around the 
world aimed at stopping 
the spread of HTV and 
other sexuality 1 transmitted 
diseases. 

The high costs of drugs is 
not the only barrier. The 
dosing schedule of the new 
medicines is elaborate and 
patients- must be carefully 
monitored in wavs that 
much of the world, particu- 
larly the poorer nations 
where health spending per 
person is only about S10 a 
year, is unequipped. 

In wealthier countries, 
social welfare and public 
insurance programmes can 
provide at least a partial 
I safety net. However, the 
high cost and the sheer 
number of different drugs 
involved, place some 
strains on social systems. 

For instance, the Medi- 
caid programme in the 
United States covers about 
half the people with AIDS, 
and nine out of 10 children 
with AIDS. 

But Medicaid costs were 
spiraling even before the 
new AIDS drugs came on 
the scene, and both state 
and federal lawmakers 
have been looking hard for 
ways to tamp down costs. 

There are some bright 
spots on prevention, 
according to Dr. Taiantoia. 

At the Vancouver confer- 
ence, researchers are 
expected to share some 
positive outcomes of some 
innovative prevention pro- 
grammes in developing 
nations and examine the 
best ways to use drugs to 
avoid passing HTV from 
infected women to their 
newborn children. 



.’>v 


* J -I* 
f * ■ 

if 


Thousands of Christian protesters scuffle with Philippine police near Andrews Air 
Base where President Fidel Ramos was about to arrive Tuesday in southern 
Zamboanga City in Mindanao. The protestors were demonstartmg against the gov- 
ernment’s peace agreement with Muslim rebels (Renter photo) 

Rotten tomatoes, insults greet Ramos 
on southern Philippine peace tour 

GENERAL SANTOS, The Philippines signed in M anil a within the next three 
(AFP) — Hostile crowds greeted President months, officials have said. 

Fidel Ramos with a hail of rotten tomatoes Mr. Ramos, unshaken by the protests, told 
and verbal abuse here Wednesday in the lat- a meeting on the final leg of his visit in 
est protest against his proposed peace Saranggani province that peace was neces- 
accord with a Muslim rebel group. sary for the economic development 1 of 

Witnesses said several tomatoes splat- Mindanao, 
tered against Mr. Ramos* four-wheei-dnve “I know that none of you, none of us 
van as it emerged from a new international would want to return back to the old days of 
airport that he bad just inaugurated. confrontation, violence and even bloody 

The demonstrators, estimated by police at struggle,'’ he said. 

8,000. booed the president and shouted, ft was the second time in as many days 
don t sell us. Mr. Ramos. ’ that Mr. Ramos was met with jeers in his 

They pelted the presidential motorcade effort to marshal Mindanao’s Christian 
with tomatoes, placards and plastic bags of ma j orit y behind the deal, 
water as it sped by on the highway. One ^ z^^ga city Tuesday, more than 
presidential guard was hit by tomatoes, wit- W Q00 ^ a denio i WBB besieged the 

nesses said. airport as Ramos arrived at the start of his 

Police made no arrests after Mr. Ramos t0l £ 

ordered law enforcers to observe maximum . ^ere were no ^ ^ ^ ^ 

tolerance in dealing with the protesters. • n , - ■ r* , 

The president siSiled and Waved to the ’ 

Bm Crnstim? residents and local officials 
airport, the witnesses said. Jere prKsnted him with a manifesto urging 

But bodyguards persuaded him just in * e . defe ™ em - * «* <anceUanon” of the 
time to duck his held inside and close his S1 S”“S of f a P“? unJess 'clem 

window after sensing the hostility of the of , - « ®*>taimd 

through real and adequate consultations. 

■ -Mr. Ramosrhactjust inaugurated the U.S>- — proposed ^aidcalls for the creation 

■ Winded airport in the city, 3 k latest stop on ... of ? Southern Phihm^gouncil for ; Peace 
- a two-day “journey of peace"' in the south- • and Development (SPCPD), .dominated by 

em island of Mindanao to drum up support to oversee economic projects in 

for the proposed accord with the Moro ^ Muslim-populated but mainly Christian 
National Liberation Front (MNLF). provinces and nine cities in Mindanao and 

He was confronted by placards saying “no nearby areas, 
to Misuari," “no to the MNLF,” and “leave The council is intended to pave the way 
us alone, we are peaceful here.” for the creation after three years of an 

Nut Misuari is chairman of the MNLF, autonomous Muslim region in the area 
which negotiated the deal last month in through a plebiscite, 
peace talks brokered by the Organisation of The Christian majority has accused the 
the Islamic Conference. government of selling out to the MNLF, 

Both sides hope to reach a final agree- which had waged a bloody separatist upris- 
ment to end a 24-year Muslim rebellion in ing in the early 1970s in which 50,000 peo- 
the country's south during a last round of pie were killed before negotiating for 
peace talks in Jakarta. The pact is to be autonomy. 


Cuba complains to ICAO on 
unannounced U.S. flights 


UNITED NATIONS (R) 
— Cuba complained to 
the Montreal-based U.N. 
aviation group for having 
to divert commerical air- 
liners flying over its air- 
space six times this year 
because of unannounced 
American planes. 

In a letter to the Interna- 
tional Civilian Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) 
sent Tuesday, Cuba said 
that on June 25 its air 
controllers asked an 
American Airlines and a 
Salvadoran aircraft to 
change course so they 
would not collide with an 
unidentified American 
plane. 

The unidentified plane, 
according to Miami air 
controllers, belonged to 
the U.S. government, 
said the letter: 

Ricardo Alarcon, Cu- 
ba’s parliamentary speak- 
er, who wrote the letter, 
told reporters the U.S. 
actions over Cuban air- 
space were a safety haz- 
ard. 

“They are doing that — 
not in the North Pole — 
but in an area which has 
one of the largest concen- 
trations of U.S. civilian 
commercial aircraft” he 
said. , 

“Can you imagine what 
would happen if two 
civilian airliners collided 
over Cuban airspace?" 

The ICAO recently 

concluded that two small 
planes operated by the 
Miami-based Cuban 
exile group, Brothers to 
the Rescue, were in inter- 
national air space when 


Cuban MiGs shot them 
down without using stan- 
dard interception proce- 
dures. 

Cuba argued that the 
plane were over its air- 
space and part of a series 
of provocations by exile 
groups. 

As a result of the report, 
the United States is seek- 
ing U.N. Security Coun- 
cil action against Cuba. 
Diplomats said a critical 
statement might be adop- 
ted later this month, but 
any efforts towards sanc- 
tions would be opposed. 

Mr. Alarcon gave a 
copy of the letter to the 
current Security Council 
president, Alain Dejam- 
met of France, shortly 
after the president had 
spoken to U.S. Transpor- 
tation Secretary Federico 
Pena, who is lobbying 
Council members to fol- 
low up the ICAO report. 
Mr. Pena has not com- 
mented on the letter. 

Mr. Alarcon said about 
340 aircraft crossed near 
or over Cuban air space 
daily, most of them com- 
mencal airliners. 

“We help those planes 
who fly over Cuba legal- 
ly ” he said. ‘The main 
source or the only source 
of disruption or trouble 
they face in this area are 
not caused by us, but the 
U.S. government planes 
or U.S.-tolerated planes.” 

“You have Mr. Basulto 
playing, games in that 
area and the Pentagon or 
the CIA or whoever fly- 
ing around," he said. 

Mr. Alarcon was refer- 


ring to Jose Basulto, 
whose aircraft survived 
the Feb. 24 attack by a 
Cuban MiG-29 and had 
his pilot's licence re- 
voked for violating Cu- 
ban airspace. 

In the letter to the 
ICAO, Mr. Alarcon said 
that the June 25 incident 
was not an isolated one, 
but the sixth one this 
year, four of which have 
involved American Air- 
lines flights. 

‘We hope that ICAO 
will take appropriate 
measures to prevent new 
violations of internation- 
al and Cuban standards 
and regulations set out 
for the orderly and safe 
development of civil avi- 
ation,” the letter said. 

Specifically, the letter 
said that at I0;47 a.m. 
(1447 GMT) on June 25, 
Havana air controllers 
asked their counterparts 
in Miami if they had 
information” on an uni- 
dentified aircraft 

About 2 1/2 hours later, 
Miami said the plane was an 
“aircraft of the government 
of the United States operat- 
ing on request” according 
to the Cuban letter. 

Before the message was 
received, the Havana con- 
trollers ordered two com- 
merical airliners to change 
course. They were identi- 
fied as American Airlines 
Flight 2188 from Guatema- 
la to Miami and Transport 
Aereo Intemacional Sava- 
doreno Flight 310 from San 
Salvador to Miami. 
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Yeltsin, voting near Moscow, 
looks stiff and awkward 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin cast his vote 
well away from the world's 
media Wednesday and die 
K remlin released brief film 
footage of the Russian 
leader, who looked stiff and 
awkward. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s health has 
been the subject of mount- 
ing speculation since he 
started cancelling engage- 
ments a week ago. 

He moved tus left arm 
rather awkwardly in the 
well-edited one-minute te- 
levision spot, displaying a 
hand injured when he was a 
child, and he had a slightly 
crooked smile. 

The president usually 
makes every effort not to 
show the hand, injured 
when he played with a live 
grenade as a child. 

But the president spoke 
clearly, appealing to Rus- 
sians to show up and vote in 
the second round of the 
election, which pits him 
against Communist Gen- 
nady Zyuganov. 

“All of you, absolutely all 
of you, come (to vote) do 
not forget your duty” he 
. said, speaking with some 
hesitation and occasionally 
stumbling over his words. 

Earlier Kremlin officials 
had brought four busloads 
of pre- accredited correspon- 
dents and television crews 
to the Moscow polling sta- 
tion where Mr. Yeltsin nor- 
mally votes. 

After a two-hour wait, 
they were. told he had al- 
ready voted at Barvikha, a 
village which includes both 
a government sanatorium 
and a complex of state resi- 
dences. It was not clear 
exactly where the official 
footage was filmed. 

Mr. Yeltsin explained his 
decision to vote outside 
Moscow by saying that he 
had exceeded his “plan” tar- 
gets for talking to journal- 
ists by 120 per cent this 
year. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, who suf- 
fered two heart' attacks last 
•year, more or less disap- 
peared from public view a 
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Russian President Boris Yeltsin casts his ballot at a 
polling station in the village of Barvikha, outside 
Moscow Wednesday. Mr. Yeltsin cast his vote well 
away from the world’s media and the Kremlin released 
brief film footage of the Russian leader, who looked 
stiff and awkward. Yeltsin’s health has been the sub- 
ject of mounting speculation since he started cancelling 
engagements a week ago (Reuter photo) 


week ago, prompting specu- 
lation that his health had 
worsened. Aides say he has 
been suffering from a cold 
and had problems with his 
voice. 

Meanwhile Russian voters 
were glued to their seats by 
a blockbuster, triple dose of 
a popular Brazilian- soap- 
opera about good and evil 
early Wednesday. . 

For some, the struggle 


between President Yeltsin 
and Mr. Zyuganov, facing a 
second round runoff for 
control of the Kremlin, 
paled in comparison. 

Wednesday has been dec- 
lared a public holiday for 
the vote, and aides to Mr. 
Yeltsin see a high turnout as 
• essential to his reelebtion. 

1 Tabloid* UeWSpiiper^' have 
been promising to reveal the 
“Secret of the Woman of the 


Tropics” for weeks, and 
Russian state television 
(ORT) paid in kind with 
more than two hours of new 
twists in the series about 
identical twin sisters, one 
good, one evil. 

Some polling stations in 
Moscow and Sl Petersburg 
were almost empty, and 
election officials blamed the 
slump on “Tropikanka", 
which began at 8 a.m. (0400 
GMT) as polling stations 
opened. 

Small queues formed ear- 
ly on outside polling sta- 
tions in Sl Petersburg as 
soap opera fans waited to 
vote then rush home to see 
the outcome of months of 
feuding between the twins. 
But then the trickle of vot- 
ers slowed to a halt 

‘The turnout is clearly 
lower than in the first round 
though eight voters were 
waiting for us to open. I do 
hope that people will come 
after watching Tropikanka,” 
said Dmitry Solovyov, 
chairma it one polling sta- 
tion n .ssia’s second city. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s aides have 
warned that a turnout of less 
than 60 per cent could hurt 
his chances, especially if his 
supporters take advantage 
of the extra holiday to spend 
the day at their vegetable 
plots and country dachas 
instead of voting. 

But toe announcer on 
ORT, which has openly fa- 
voured Mr. Yeltsin in toe 
pre-election period, urged 
voters to stay in town ins- 
tead to watch Tropikanka — 
and, presumably, to vote in 
the election. 

“The dacha can wait until 
Saturday because on the 
first channel toe Tropikanka 
is revealing her secrets,” the 
voice said in a break bet- 
ween two of toe episodes. 

But despite toe appeal, 
many cars were seen leav- 
• -si ing Sbi Petersburg and fiay- 
• 'trippers -headed' for buses 
and trainsttiffi rucksack^ on 
their backs? *’• 
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The Lightest 
The Motorola 




The Motorola Micro T.A.C. International 8400 GSM cellular telephone 
is now exclusively available at Fasdink, the only authorized Motorola dealer in Jordan. 

The Motorola 8400 comes complete with lithium battery anti charger, and offers the following features and benefits 
P 4 hours talk-time, | 3 1 hours stand-by time. | Vibra-call silent call alert. 

H A one year warranty and express exchange program. 


Visit us or call any one of the FastiLnk shops for more information. 
Tel- 863750 or 111 from your cellular. 
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Campaign without substance 

THE JORD'AN-Eress Association (JPA) goes to the 
polls tomorrow, Friday^to elect a new president and 
nine board members distributed equally — some 
would say also strangely — among .newspaper own- 
ers. Jordan News Agency employees aridprivate sec- 
tor journalists. But as the electioneering period ne^rs 
an end, very little substantive discussion of the issues 
that should matter for the journalists and their asso- 
ciation has surfaced. The election campaign and slo- 
gans. especially among the five candidates for the 
presidency of the 367-member JPA, have featured, 
unfortunately, only personal bickering and good-for- 
all promises that neither articulated means of 
achievement nor tackled the many problems that 
have plagued the journalists and our press in gener- 
al. 

All this was happening at a time when the JPA 
locked horns with the government over a draft law 
governing the association which the Cabinet 
approved earlier this month. The association board 
had strongly protested three articles in the draft leg- 
islation which deal with the definition of a journalist, 
new grounds for membership and a proposal to make 
joining the association a voluntary rather than 
mandatory choice for members of the profession. 
Moreover, the board was extremely disturbed by 
what its members described as the government's 
conscious decision to overlook the association and its 
views when it drafted, and then approved, the pro- 
posed legislation which will replace a temporary law 
that was drafted years ago during the era of martial 
law. 

It is this issue of government-press relationship that 
the candidates for the presidency' of the JPA failed 
to properly address even though the two sides 
reached an understanding — the JPA maintains that 
it was an agreement — to freeze the dispute until 
after a new board and president are elected over the 
weekend. 

When the new JPA board is elected, though, it 
needs to remember that it is an inherent nature of 
any government to try and rein in the press. The 
question that the new JPA president and board 
should address is why the government did not con- 
sult with the previous JPA board when drafting its 
own version of the association's law. 

Some candidates to the JPA board did touch on this 
and other substantive issues, but not enough debate 
has developed. If the Jordanian press wants to assert 
itself as a major player in Jordan's political life it 
has to remember that appealing to the government 
and hoping Tor its goodwill will not bring the press 
the status it deserves. The press will gain its rightful 
status only if it starts performing the role it was cre- 
ated for: being a watchdog for the people vis-a-vis 
the government and its policies, developing a press 
culture with dear ethics and professional guidelines 
and redefining the basics of press-government rela- 
tionship. But before all, the JPA needs to focus on 
improving the working conditions of its members. 
The JPA is only as strong and assertive as its mem- 
bers are when they go about collecting and writing 
the news for their readers. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


* 

IN VIEW of the rising prices of wheat and flour on the 
international markets and because the government is 
overburdened with at least JD 180 million in annual 
subsidies for basic food stuffs, hiking the prices of 
bread becomes inevitable, according to Fahed Fanek, a 
columnist who writes for A1 Ra'i daily. Jordanian gov- 
ernments. for the past 15 years, have been delaying tak- 
ing such step, but the development in the world market 
nukes it mandatory for the present government to take 
a quick decision in this matter. By hiking the bread 
prices, the government will at the same time be provid- 
ing the needy groups with cash to offset the differences 
between the old and new prices, and so the poor fami- 
lies will not be affected by this measure, continued the 
writer. He said the present government is subsidising 
the prices of bread across the board, which means that 
non-Jordanians, diplomatic missions, hotels, restau- 
rants and tourists are benefiting from this subsidy which 
should benefit the needy only, he argued. In the writer's 
view, lifting the subsidy would result in less consump- 
tion of bread, and would prevent some people from 
using the extra bread they buy to feed animals, as the 
case is in many pans of Jordan. 

DISCUSSING IRAQ and the plight of its people under 
the crippling embargo, a writer for AI Dust our said that 
the Arab countries' siege of Iraq and Arab governments' 
continued backing of Western countries' stand of starv- 
ing 20 million Arabs are shameful for the Arab Nation 
as u whole. By continuing their embargo on Iraq, the 
Arab leaders are doing just the opposite of what they 
claim — that they sympathise with their brothers and 
sisteni in Iraq — and their actions contradict their brag- 
ging about brotherly ties among members of the same 
nation, said Taher Adwan. Condoning the siege, which 
is meant to exterminate the Iraqis, is something an 
immoral and unreligious act on the part of the Arab 
countries and their leaders, he continued. The writer 
said that the Arab countries ought to take a lesson from 
South Korea which, when it heard that the Northern 
Koreans were facing famine, was quick to respond to 
calls Tor aid to the people in the North; and when South 
Korea heard that North Korea cannot afford to send its 
athletes to Atlanta for the 1996 Olympic Games, it 
expressed readiness to foot the bill. He said one can be 
no means justily Arab leaders policies of starving their 
brethren as a means of settling disputes among govern- 
ments. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 



Appreciation, quality of performance 

and job satisfaction 


AMONG THE factors affecting the quality of individual 
performance at many of our public and private establish- 
ments (but especially the former) negatively, and causing 
extreme job dissatisfaction in many cases, is the absence of 
what one may best call discriminate institutional apprecia- 
tion. 

At a time when salaries and other job benefits for most 
people in our society have been for some time now, and 
will continue to be so for some time to come, quite hum- 
ble (to say the least) and financial incentives are not easy 
to come up with, moral encouragement appears to be a 
must. 

' Ask those working at our public and private establish- 
ments, the newly appointed as well as those who have been 
doing their work for many years, and you find that while 
most of them like what they do, most do not feel that what 
they do is appreciated. We work hand, they tell you, and do 
our best to do things right. At the end of the day, they go 
on, there is no appreciation or recognition from anyone. 
~Why should I work hard and do my best, when others are 
taking it -easy and when no one seems to care? 

''-Such -attitude is widespread in our society. It is to be 
found‘insa@h^ u all spheres and levels: amongst our civil 
servants, trache^V.^doynistrators, technicians, managers, 
journalists, bus driv&rs^jjSbitors, engineers, doctors, etc. 

The problem appears to'be two-fold. The first is the feel- 
ing that one's own colleagues are not doing. their share of 
the work as efficiently and committedly as -one :doesf. The 
second is that one's superiors do not recognise the extra 
effort one is exerting and do not feel or make felt the dis- 
tinction and excellence of one's performance. 

Whether such perception is ultimately true or not (and I 


believe it is to a great extent true), it is deeply entrenched 
in the minds and hearts of many individuals in our society. 
Eight out of ten at our public and private establishments 
believe they are unfairly dealt with and are unrecognised. 
Clearly, while the extent of such a problem cannot be 
determined with precise accuracy, there is no smoke with- 
out fire. From our casual and profound experiences with 
how work is conducted at such establishments, and from 
our familiarity with the collective and individual psyche of 
people in our society, we can safely conclude that many 
employees at our establishments lack die desired level of 
commitment, devotion and pride in what they do. Most of 
what they do “is just a job." 

What is equally true is that most of those in charge are 
not good at all at recognising the efforts of the committed, 
devoted, enthusiastic and excellent In many cases, most of 
those who get rewarded at many of our institutions are not 
the devoted and excelling. Promotions, bonuses and thank- 
yous are most often not tied to performance at all but to 
whimsical factors of sorts: connections, favouritism, 
ciiquishness, etc. Many of those in charge are absolutely 
aloof and disinterested in the quality of performance of 
those under them. Perform well or do not, it is the same. 

Not all those who complain against lack of recognition 
are to be believed. At many of our institutions, some of 
those who complain are actually the least efficient and the 
least deserving of attention and recognition. However, 
many of those complaining have a valid case. 

What is meant by recognition? 

Many people mean many things by it: promotions, 
bonuses, salary increases, added job benefits, etc. What 
most mean by it is mere words of thanks and encourage- ■ 


ment, a simple pat on the shoulder. As one employee at one 
of our media establishments said to me the other day, “I do 
not ultimately care about money, great benefits and status; 
all I want at the end of the day is from my boss to come 
and say, ‘you have done a good job, and we know and 
appreciate.’ But this is a dream which will never come 
true, for what my boss cares about least is the quality of the 
work we dp. He does not know who works and who does 
not, and he does not bother to know.” 

Such unhealthy attitude and practice on the part Of those 
in charge is immensely subversive and destructive. We 
know, of course, that many among .us do hot expect 
rewards or encouragement from anyone. They do their 
work devotedly, efficiently and creatively out of a strong 
sense of commitment and responsibility, and they do it to 
satisfy their own conscience. But many among us are. neg- 
atively affected by lack of encouragement and fairness in 
treatment Such people begin as committed, enthusiastic 
and creative. Slowly, however, they begin to be sceptical 
and cynical, and they start losing the commitment enthu- 
siasm and creativity and end up being as unenthusiastic 
and careless about their work as the others. 

Our institutions and establishments cannot fulfill their 
tasks and duties ably, successfully and effectively until 
they find ways of recognising the efforts and work of those 
who deserve to be recognised. What my media friend has 
said above applies to a vast majority of individuals'.in our 
society. All such people want is a sense of fairness and 
some moral encouragement. This is neither that much to 
ask nor that difficult to make happen. 


Group of Seven should bring on a social dimension 


By Bob White 

PARIS — The Group of 
Seven leaders who met in 
Lyon at the end of June are 
responsible for the steward- 
ship of the global economy. 
They represent rich coun- 
tries that have grown richer 
in economic terms in the 
last 20 years. They are the 
home countries for the 
major multinational corpo- 
rations. whose investment 
strategies are now the main 
force driving the increasing 
interiiiikage of economies 
and Wh'o'Se ;^lbbal reach' his ' 
enabled'. them' to enjoy air 
unprecedented growth iff' 
profits over die last decade. 

Yet the Group of Seven 
countries are facing a social 
crisis. Within these coun- 
tries, poverty and inequality 
are increasing. In many, 
unemployment is rising 
from an already unaccept- 
able level of 33 million. 
Elsewhere, particularly in 
the United States, “working 
poverty" is growing. There 
is a sense of profound and 
growing insecurity among a 
large part of the population. 
The Lyon summit must not 


just be another meeting-as- 
usual. 

A few developing coun- 
tries have enjoyed rapid 
industrialisation, yet more 
than a billion people still 
live in poverty and one-third 
of the world's labour force 
is unemployed or under- 
employed 

Some countries, particu- 
larly in Africa are being 
bypassed by economic 
development In Central and 
Eastern Europe, disenchant- 
ment with market econom- 
ics may spill over info dis- 
"’ eVcHaiTbh'eJnt ''with; marKfed ’ 
• economics may • -spill .oyer ' 
rrito ' disenchantment " with 
democracy. 

World poverty is now the 
biggest threat to world 
peace. 

Of even more concern is 
the dangerous and growing 
gulf appearing between foe 
interests of the main partici- 
pants in this global econo- 
my. On the one hand are the 
perceptions of many top 
business executives (the 
“Davos Club”) and what the 
financial media call “the 
markets.” On the other are 
the aspirations of ordinary 


people faced by increasing 
insecurity. 

In recent weeks we again 
saw foe spectacle of good 
U.S. job creation figures 
provoking panic on Wall 
Street due to fears of infla- 
tion, even though inflation 
in OECD countries is at its 
lowest level for decades. 
Governments and responsi- 
ble businesses should be 
equally disturbed by the 
perversities appearing in the 
global economy. 

The leaders should accept 
that their ’major challenge is 
to relink social 'pfo£fess»and 
economic- development in 
what is now a global 'ftbno- 
my. 

If the multilateral trade 
and investment system is to 
be perceived as an asset and 
not as a threat by working 
people, governments have 
to coordinate their policies. 
They must add a social 
dimension to international 
integration, and balance 
global markets. 

In practical terms the 
Group of Seven leaders 
should commit themselves 
to: 

— A coordinated econom- 


ic programme to raise sus- 
tainable growth in industri- 
alised countries through a 
bold reduction in interest 
rates and a reorientation of 
government expenditures to 
investment in infrastructure 
and human capital. 

— A comprehensive inter- 
national framework cover- 
ing the operation of finan- 
cial markets to dampen 
speculation and rebuild the 
lmk between these markets 
and the real economy. 

— A major initiative to 
implement the conclusions • 
of the GW' Jobs Conference » • 
• held- in"' Lille last'April to - 
erfcate' high-quality jobs ’by- 
promoting adaptability and 
innovation at firm level 
through worker involve- 
ment. investment in skills, 
the diffusion of good prac- 
tice, the reduction and reor- 
ganisation of working time 
and a guarantee of a job or 
training place for young 
people. 

— The launching of a 
“new deal" of sustainable 
growth for developing 
countries, including debt 
relief for a significant num- 
ber of developing countries 


on the condition of foe 
observance of human rights 
and the principles of good 
governance. 

— The establishment of 
social and economic rules in 
trade and investment agree- 
ments so as to create a bond 
between economic and 
social development. 

On the last point the G-7 
should prepare the ground 
for a consensus-building 
discussion on trade and 
labour rights at the World 
Trade Organisation confer- 


have to stop the competition 
to attract foreign investment 
through the suppression of 
labour rights. 

In recent weeks the host of 
the Lyon summit, President 
Jacques Chirac, has- defend- 
ed the “European' social 
model.” But its -.defining 
features — social- security, 
social dialogue and negotia- 
tion, and foe duty of the 
state to maintain social 
cohesion — are not just 
European peculiarities. 
They are the 1 means by 


ence- jin*' ■Singapore - -in-., ^h 'change in the global 
efiiHv annnwni can managed iir 
last month "has showi 

Ine time has come 


enforcement of core labour 
standards is not a barrier to 
economic development and 
competitiveness. Respect 
for core rights does not 
remove the legitimate com- 
petitive advantage of devel- 
oping countries. 

So the time has come to 
eradicate the appalling 
abuses of workers’ human 
rights that are still appearing 
often in foe so-called 
“export processing zones" 
and “special” zones spring- 
ing up around the world. We 


to 

match words with deeds. 
Working men and women, 
and not just financial mar- 
kets, need confidence in the 
credibility of policies. 


The writer is president of 
the Canadian Labour 
Congress and of the Trade 
Union Advisory. ] Committee 
to the OECD . This article is 
reprinted frofn the 
International Herald 
Tribune . 


Mortar attack shows IRA 
unfazed by major arms find 

By Andrew Hill 

Renter 

DUBLIN — Mortar bombs fired by the IRA at a British 
army base in Germany had other targets than troops — 
Britain's Northern Ireland peace strategy and the guerril- 
las' morale, according to security and political analysts. 

They say last weekend's attack was an attempt to keep up 
pressure on British public opinion to force Prime Minister 
John Major to make concessions to the Irish Republican 
Army and its political wing, the Sinn Fein party led by 
Gerry Adams. 

Part of IRA strategy is to bring the horror of northern 
Ireland's 27-year-old conflict to the streets of London and 
elsewhere in Europe, analysts say. 

The theory is that ordinary people will become sick of 
bomb attacks and bomb scares and will press the British 
government to meet the guerrillas' demands. 

Mr. Major has banned Sinn Fein taking part in northern 
Ireland peace talks until the IRA declares a new ceasefire 
in its war against British rule of Northern Ireland. The IRA 
ended an earlier truce last February by restarting a bomb- 
ing campaign in mainland Britain. 

/yialysts say the IRA wants foe ban lifted without Sinn 
Fein having to meet any obligation to get the guerrillas to 
disarm in parallel with the talks. But the guerrillas see giv- 
ing up their weapons as removing their main power to 
influence politics. 

“They know that violence brings rewards. Britain caved in after 
the IRA ended its truce by saying the provos (IRA) could disarm 
after the talks started rather than before,” said University of Ulster 
political scientist Arthur Aughey. 

Friday's attack, on Britain's biggest German base, at 
Osnabrueck. was also intended to lift the IRA’s morale after Irish 
police discovered one of its biggest bomb factories and weapons 
stores last month, the analysts said 
Irish police said the find, ai a farmhouse south of Dublin, was a 
major blow to the guerrillas. The haul included semtex plastic 
explosive and mortars being primed for early use. 

The IRA's response was to strike back as soon as it could, to 
serve notice to security forces in Ireland, Britain and the rest of 
Europe, that the arms find was only a minor setback. 

For more than two decades Europe's best-organised guerrilla 
force has deliberately struck back when governments say they 
have it on the ropes to show that it still has both the manpower 
and the arsenal to fight. 

The accidental killing of on IRA guerrilla by his own bomb, as 
happened on a London bus in February — an “own goal" in 
police parlance — is almost always followed by what are called 
“spectacular” IRA attacks. 


Employee surveys put boorish 
bosses on notice 


ByEriklpsen 

LONDON - Have you been 
asked lately about your job, 
your feelings toward your 
boss or the direction your 
company has taken? If not, 
do not despair. Your time is 
coming. Around foe world, 
companies are embracing 
employee polls as the latest 
must-have tool for good 
managers. 

“We are making our 
employee satisfaction index 
part of our monthly report- 
ing structure right along 
with things like margins,” 
said Waldemar Schmidt, 
chief executive of ISS 
International Service 
System, the world’s largest 
cleaning company. 

The Copenhagen-based 
ISS. which started survey- 
ing its employees in 
Scandinavia two years ago 
and credits the practice with 
helping to raise productivi- 
ty, plans to expand its 
monthly polls worldwide. 

The keen interest compa- 
nies have suddenly taken in 
the views of their staffs 
comes at a curious time. It is 
a time when demands for 
ever greater employee com- 
mitment clash with ever- 
shrinking willingness by 
employers to offer regular 
raises and even job stability. 

“Job security is in free fall 
right across Europe.” said 
Roger Maitland, managing 
director of. International 
Survey Research, Europe's 
largest employee survey 
firm. 


Mr. Maitland, who says 
his business has “taken off,” 
harbours no illusions about 
the motivations of some of 
his clients. “This is not a 
reflection of employers’ 
being nice," he said. “In 
fact, in some instances it is 
an exercise in finding out 
just how horrid managers 
can be to people.” 

Using surveys to test 
employee tolerances has 
raised of bosses resorting to 
Orwellian monitoring and 
manipulations of their 
underlings. Add the new 
technology and the potential 
increases exponentially. 

The 700 European 
employees of the public 
relations firm of Burson- 
Marsteller/Europe are 
polled monthly via the com- 
pany's in-house computer 
system. Responses flow in 
via e-mail. Full survey 
results — typically from a 
surprising 85 per cent of 
employees — materialise 
within 48 hours, replete 
with breakdowns by divi- 
sion, country and seniority 
level. 

Ferdinand de Bakker, 
Burson Europe's chief exec- 
utive, and many others dis- 
miss the idea of Big 
Brother. They see their sur- 
veys as nothing less than a 
new means for a democrati- 
sation of the workplace. To 
use the jargon of the 
moment, they see the exer- 
cise as part of an "empow- 
erment” of the workforce, a 
means by which employees 
can exert influence over 


their own professional des- 
tinies and those of their 
firms. 

Typically, pollsters will 
ask employees for their 
views on everything from 
their salaries to the perfor- 
mance of their bosses. The 
BBC, for instance, is 
preparing for its third sur- 
vey in four years of all 
20,000 of its employees 
around the world. It not 
only publishes the results in 
its in-house paper, but also 
folds in management's 
pledges about what it 
intends to do to set right 
whatever the employees 
believe has gone wrong. 

“It is not always easy to 
do because many times you 
would be happier just to 
sweep some of the findings 
under the carpet,” said Bob 
Nelson, foe BBC’s head of 
organisation and manage- 
ment development. 

In fact, the cardinal rule of 
employee surveys is that the 
results — no matter how 
dire — must see the light of 
day, if for no other reason 
than employees will simply 
assume the worst if they are 
not published. 

The results of a recent 
staff poll at the Bank of 
England, for instance, must 
have sorely management’s 
desire for open communica- 
tions. The survey revealed 
that 96 per cent of the staff 
ranked morale as poor. 

Despite being the bearers 
of such prickly findings, 
pollsters say the sudden 
vogue for their services and 


the rafts of data they deliver 
reflect a number of trends. 

First, they note that as per- 
sonnel officers have been 
increasingly recast in foe 
weightier mould j)f human 
resource managers, the need 
to monitor and to quantity 
swings in employee senti- 
ment has grown. Just as a 
treasurer needs his cash 
flow projections, the human 
resources supervisor needs 
poll readouts. 

Also, as companies place 
more emphasis on provid- 
ing quality products and 
services — not just cheap 
ones — they have realised 
that unhappy workers are 
more likely to chum out 
shoddy goods. It is that link- 
age that has elevated 
employee satisfaction read- 
ings to the point where 
many companies now use 
them as an element in 
reviewing the performance 
of all their managers, right 
up to the chief executive. 

The bottom line is that the 
quantification of employee 
attitudes has given them 
more weight. In foe past 
brave manager who told his 
board that morale was bad 
might have been dismissed 
as a naysayer. 

“But if they can say only 29 
per cent of the staff is happy, 
foal is something that foe board 
would be far more ‘inclined to 
take seriously," said Keith 
Mainland, a consultant in foe 
employee survey ’division of 
Towers Perrin. 

International Herald Tribune 
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A/ Majd Arabic weekly printed a short “news" item last 
week leasing Deputy Taker Masri about the validity of 
describing a recent trip he took to Beirut as a “private" 
visit. • The item states, and correctly so according to Mr. 
Masn, that during the visit, the former Prime Minister and 
Speaker of the House was invited to lunch by President 
Elias Hrawi, had dinner with Speaker of the House of 
Parliament Nabih Beni, and was received by Prime 
.Minister Rafik Hariri and Foreign Minister Faris Bouez. 
W Taking into consideration the political positions of all 
involved, the paper quipped that “Mr. Masri still insists the 
visit was private and not political ” Well it was too. accord- 
ing to Mr. Masri, who took along his family, including his 
mother, to Beirut for a family occasion. He said he meant 
to see Mr Bern as he is a friend and was once his counter- 
part when Mr. Masri held the speakership of the Lower 
House in 7994. The other invitations were extended after 
Mr. Masri 's arrival and were also sociaL Besides, when can 
anyone eVer- remember bringing Arab politicians together 
for a social encounter and talk of politics was not the cen- 
terpiece? 

i . **** 

IN ANOTHER LEAGUE: Political talk will be rife when 
Jordan says farewell to a long-time friend, Egyptian 
Ambassador Wajih Hamdi, who will be returning to bustling 
Cairo to take on his new assignment as Egypt’s permanent 
representative to the Arab League. Mr. Hamdi is no 
stranger to Jordan. In 1986 he served here as counsellor 
then as a minister in 1987. After that he returned to Cairo 
to become a member of the Egyptian delegation to the 
Madrid Middle East Peace Conference in kite 1991. In 
1992 he came back to Amman as ambassador. His depar- 
ture for Cairo is scheduled for the end of August. Mr. 
Hamdi's .successor will be first-time Ambassador Hani 
% Riyad, who is coming directly from the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry. On July 23 Mr. Hamdi will host a reception at his 
residence in Abdoun to commemorate the annh’ersary of the 
revolution in Egypt and the establishment of the republic in 
1952. Those invited will have an opportunity to wish Mr. 
Hamdi well, as we do here. 


A FIRST ORDER: Friends and associates will also extend 
good wishes to Romanian Ambassador to Jordan Anton 
Pascale as he leaves Jordan next week to return to his 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a possible directorship posi- 
tion. The 52-year-old Mr. Pascale had spent 10 years as a 
counsellor cu his country's Ministry of Foreign Trade. 
Between 1979 and 1986 he was posted as first secretary in 
the trade sections of Romania’s embassies in Tokyo and 
Kuala Lumpur. He returned to Bucharest to become deputy 
director in the Ministry of Foreign Trade then director in 
the Ministry i of Trade and^ Tourism. ‘Mr. Pascale waC'- 
apppimedp^ ambassador m early 1992 and arrived to take 
up his first sufhjpost in Arpman in June of that year. . He was 
recently presented with tfrpfstiklal Medal of the First Order ' 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on behalf of His Majesty 
King Hussein. Mr. Pascale is the first Romanian envoy 
since the formal establishment of diplomatic ties between 
Amman and Bucharest in 1965 to be decorated with a 
medal from the King. We do not know why this happened as 
all outgoing ambassadors are usually presented with the 
medal, but what Mr. Pascale can tell you is that his tenure 
here has been most enjoyable and full of successful visits by 
senior Romanian officials including last year's visit by 
Prime Minister Nicolae Vacarescu and the signing of sever- 
al bilateral agreements on trade, health, cultural and scien- 
tific exchanges. An unsual agreement in the making is one 
berween Jordan Television and Romanian television for the 
exchange of English language programmes. Mr. Pascale 
returns to Bucharest to join his wife Elena and their only 
child, Antonela, who just completed her studies in econom- 
ics at Bucharest University. The person tipped to succeed 


When mixing business and pleasure works 


Mr. Pascale is loan Agafichioaie, a career diplomani 
whose appointment could be announced soon. If all goes 
according to plan, Mr. Agafichioaie could be here in 
August. 


LEAVE IT TO THE PROS: When it comes to commerce, 
the Israeli foreign service has a practice of appointing com- 
mercial attaches hand-picked from the government’s 
Ministry of Industry and Trade. “ They are more profes- 
sional, " says one Israeli envoy in Amman, and the govern- 
ment prefers to place this calibre of personnel in 
“embassies with important commercial potential . ” The 
embassy in Amman, we are told, ranks among that tier. 
Thus today, Shaul Sasson, in his early 30s and newly mar- 
ried, is expected to arrive from Israel to look for a place to 
call home and then in about two weeks officially take up his 
first foreign post Technically, Mr. Sasson is the embassy’s 
first such attache. From the start up of embassy operations 
until last December, Sami Ofri conducted the business of the 
commercial office on a part-time basis. He then retired and 
is now on pension. From that time until Mr. Sasson’s 
appointment, the office activities have been handled by a 
Jordanian stiff member, Am] ad Fakhouri. With Mr. 
Sasson’s arrival, Mr. Fakhouri will continue to work in the 
busy commercial section. 

**** 

FROM CAPITOL HILL: Arrived Wednesday for a two day 
fact-finding mission is Puneet Talwar, foreign policy advi- 
sor to U.S. Democratic Senator Joseph Bideh of ihp state 
of Delaware. What, you might ask, is the importance of 
such a visit. The power of the mighty US.- Senate and its 
committees is nothing to sneeze at. And as Mr. Biden is 
expected to become the ranking JJemocrat on the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee next year, he can be rather 
influential. His advisor, Mr. Talwar, is in town to meet with 
key political figures including Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher, who as a former director of the Jordan 
Information Bureau in Washington has a keen sense of how 
the U.S. legislature operates, particularly when it comes to 
foreign affairs. 


WE HEAR YA: Abo in Jordan for only two days, Monday 
and Tuesday, was a group of American Jewish leaders who 
are members of Project Nbhma, an organisation of Jewbh 
supporters of an Arab-Israeli settlement who believe that 
the peace process should be based on the principle of * land 
for peace ' and opposition to West Bank settlement expan- 
sion. The delegation, which began its trip in Israel and vb- 
ited the West Bank, was led by Ted Mann, a former chair- 
man of the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewbh 
Organbations. Their stated rmssion here was to focus on 
the connections between security and peace and -to assess 
the new political envirprunept in the oj 'ijut Israeli, 

election.- Their meetings in Amman setup pfimqrfiyfo - , 

Jordans- Ambassador* to the U.S. Jfayez Tarawneh. The 
group hoped to meet with Hb Majesty King Hussein and 
HRH Crown Prince Hasson, but both were out of town at 
the rime. The delegation did, however, meet with Mimster 
of Information Marwan Muasher. According to Project 
Nbhma Executive Director Thomas Smerling, who organ- 
bed and participated in the trip, the delegation was partic- 
ulary interested in hearing analysb of internal Jordanian 
politics and how different sectors cf Jordanian society are 
reacting to the King j approach to the peace process and to 
Israel, and the role of public opinion in Jordan. On 
Monday evening the group met with Israeli Ambassador to 
Jordan Shimon Shamir at hb home in Amman. Prof. 
Shamir briefed the Project Nbhma team on relations 
between Jordan and Israel The delegation left Jordan for 
Syria on Tuesday. The group’s motto b “ Let us listen." 
Nbhma, in Hebrew, means to hear. 

**** 






COMING BACK FOR 
MORE: You can bet folks in 
Germany tisten to Marcel 
Pott. The respected senior 
editor and televbion broad- 
caster with ARD Studio Bonn, 

German televbion, was back 
in Amman last week on one of 
hb biannual vbits. Mr. Pott 
was accompanied by Simone 
Westermann, a representative 
of Deutsche Welte 
Hungerhilfe, a Bonn-based 
NGO which provides aid to 
third world countries-. On thb 
nearly two-week trip he col- 
lected material for an article 
he is writing on the * fallout " 
cfter the election ofBenyamin 
Natanyahu as Israel's prime 
mimster. The article b to be 
published in Die Zeit, a 
German major circulation 
daily. He had hoped to get art 
opportunity to see Prifne ' ,. t t> ’ 

Minister AfaUdf Karim ‘Above the Horizon, * a photo of Wadi Rum by Tarek Shaer 


Kabarin but that was just not 
in the cjarxlfthb time around. He did meet, however, aides says he will be working between the U.S. and Jordan. He 
tq the prime miruster who no doubt filled him on useful works in colour and black and white and appears to be fond 
information for hb article. Mr. Pott spent several years in of scenic and human interest shots. Mr. Shaer, 23, has been 
Amman in the late 80s and early 90s after he moved the working in digital photography and animation and has won 
ARD offices here from Beirut. Altogether he spent about J6 several awards in the span of just one year including 
years working in the Arab World. awards from two respected U.S. publbhed magazines 

“ Photographic ” and “Popular Photography. " He held five 
**** exhibitions, again in only one year, including a display of 

selective architecture in California at the UCLA Extension 
CLEVER CONCERN: Taghreed Najjara b the mother of Gallery in Santa Monica and a display of photographs of 
three girb and has for most of her adult life been a teacher, Petra and Wadi Rum at the Gypse Cafe ( that s the way they 
at home and at schoob and colleges. An American spell it) in the upscale Westwood district of Los Angles. And 
University of Beirut graduate of Englbh language with a speaking of upscale, some of hb corporate clients include 
diploma in teaching, Ms. Najjar began publishing early in Riconne glasses and Budw’iser modeb. Mr. Shaer, the son 
her career. She has written several books for children of Amman architect Zithair and R'tma Shaer. is planning to 
including the popular Sibilat Ahsan Sadeek (Best Friend hold a one-man exhibition in Amman in December, most 
Series), and five short stories designed for post illiterate likely at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
adults which were commissioned by the U.N. Educational. **** 

Scientific and Cultural Orgarusation and developed by the 

NoorAl Hussein Foundation in 1995. Her latest book b a JULY MEANS JERASH: You may want to get out your 
venture in Englbh, with a version in Arabic, which, via dif- own camera and autograph books to be on the look-out for 
ferent activities, introduces Jordan to young tourists, thb year's star-studded billing for the Jerash Festival which 
Colourfully illustrated by Lamia A1 Saheb, the book telb the opens on July 1 7. On the programme are Lebanon ’s Majida 
story of Rima and her younger brother Saeed who travel to Roumi and Najwa Karam, Egypt's Mustafa Qamar, Syria’s 
Jordan where their uncle Fawzi and his family take them on Sabah Fakhry. the Aleppian Kudud-Sabri Mudallal Group, 
a whirwind tour to all the historic and natural sites. Filled the Andalusian Muwashahai of Morocco, the Iraqi Makam- 
with puzzles, visual games and how-to exercises connected Hussein Adhami of, Iraq, the Lebanese Zajal Zaghloul 
to the story, the book offers little folks a way of getting to Damour Group. Bashar Zarkan, of Syria qnd Jordan s very 

i 

says.Msy, flqjjar, ate aimed qx adults., Now wfth.her.Qwa. playsand musicab,.pefformances.dy,a ffpl^gpera com \ ; 
publbhing house -registered under the name. At Salwa pony, stagings of Swan Lake and a Chrbtmasjh July treat : 
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CLEVER CONCERN: Taghreed Najjara b the mother of 
three girb and has for most of her adult life been a teacher, 
at home and at schoob and colleges. An American 
University of Beirut graduate of Englbh language with a 
diploma in teaching, Ms. Najjar began publbhing early in 
her career. She has written several books for children 
including the popular Sibilat Ahsan Sadeek ( Best Friend 
Series), and five short stories designed for post illiterate 
adults which were commbsioned by the U.N. Educational. 
Scientific and Cultural Orgarusation and developed by the 
NoorAl Hussein Foundation in 1995. Her latest book b a 
venture in Englbh, with a version in Arabic, which, via dif- 
ferent activities, introduces Jordan to young tourists. 
Colourfully illustrated by Lamia Al Saheb, the book telb the 
story of Rima and her younger brother Saeed who travel to 
Jordan where their uncle Fawzi and his family take them on 
a whirwind tour to all the historic and natural sites. Filled 
with puzzles, visual games and how-to exercises connected 
to the story, the book offers little folks a way of getting to 


Publbhers, the writer plans on many more entertaining and 
educational books aimed at various reading leveb. 


FOCUSSED: Returning to hb place of birth and primary 
education for the summer, professional photographer/archi- 
tect Tarek Shaer, b willing to give it a go again and deter- 
mine whether there b a local interest and appreciation of 
hb photographic talent. Mr. Shaer graduated from the 
University cf Southern California (USC) with a Bachelor of 
Architecture, and an Associates degree in professional pho- 
tography from the University of California in Los Angeles 
(UCLA), both in 1996. He says that he found himself tak- 
ing photography courses and thought that with the credits 
piling up he might as well obtain the degree. Mr. Shaer 
opened hb own studio in Los Angeles thb past January and 


of The Nutcracker by the Egyptian Opera House Ballet, “A 
Night from the Arab Gulf’ from the UAE. The Caver n 
Beatles from the U.K. and even an Egyptian circus. Thb 
year collector Widad Kawar contributes from her famous 
and precious collection of Jordanian and Palestinian tradi- 
tional attire to stage a folklore fashion show. In addition, 
many works by renown Arab artbts will be on dbplay in a 
fine arts exhibition. An Arabian handicrafts exhibition 
brings together the talents of UAE, Palestinian, Tunisian 
and Jordanian craftspeople. Venues are at Jerash ’j South 
Theatre, Artemb Steps, Sound and Light Theatre, Gerassia 
and the Forum, as well as some performances in Amman 
and other venues such as at Urn Qais. Check local Ibtings 
as information becomes available. Hoping that thb tradi- 
tional fest meets not the same fate of the Fuheb fandango. 

Jennifer Hamameh 
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By Elizabeth Fullerton 
Reuter 

LONDON — Stoic Britain, whose 
people are renowned for keeping a 
stiff upper lip under pressure, is in the 
grip of road rage. 

Road rage, a term coined in the 
United States, has increased in Britain 
in step with car ownership and the 
stress of modem life- But last month’s 
fatal stabbing of a young man by 
another driver shocked many Britons. 

Shaking his head in bemusement 
when another man cut in at traffic 
lights cost Stephen Cameron his life, 
his fiancee said. 

“I had to brake quite sharply. Steve 
was just shaking his head as if to say 
‘yoo idiot’ Buf he was joking more 
than an ythin g," she added. 

Hours after he was killed a 73-year' 
old war motorist was beaten up by two 
men. He waved from his car to thank 
them for letting him into traffic but 
they saw it as a rude gesture. 

A man was jailed for four years after 
deliberately driving over and killing 
the victim of an earlier hit-and-run 
accident. 

Chauffeur Tony Heart was convicted 
of assault after he leapt from his lim- 
ousine, banged a motorcyclist’s head 
on the pavement in a frenzy and throt- 
tled him until he was unconscious. 

It seems the simple act of getting 
into a car can spark a Jekvll and Hyde- 
sryle transformation in some 

motorists. Cocooned in their cosy cars, 
drivers can undergo a complete per- 
sonality change, psychologists say. 

“Military training to kill involves the 
same dehumanising process as dri- 
ving. These are situations where peo- 
ple lose grasp of their core personali- 
ty.” says Conrad King, psychologist 
and consultant to the Royal 

Automobile Club (RACl- 

Reseatch suggests cases of road rage 


are on the increase as society becomes 
more competitive and burdened by 
stress. 

“It’s the price we pay for living in a 
technological society,” said RAC 
spokesman Edmund King. 

Nine out of 10 motorists claim to 
have been victims of road rage, 
according to a survey by the 
Automobile Association. 

Road rage encompasses a range of 
aggressive behaviour, from sound the 
horn, headlight flashing, tail-dogging 
and abusive gestures to actual physical 
attack. 

Last year, according to the 1996 Lex 
report on motoring, there were 1.8 
million cases of people being forced 
off the road and 500,000 incidents of 
cars being deliberately rammed. 

“One problem is that everyone 
think s they are the best driver on the 
roads,” said the RAC. 

One reason for this sudden loss of 
the traditional British sang froid is 
severe road congestion. 

With 21 million cars in use, roads are 
becoming choked with traffic. By 
2020, the number of cars is expected 
to soar to 3 1 million. 

The capital London, where traffic 
regularly grinds to a halt during rush 
hour, is particularly prone to road rage 
outbreaks. 

Cab driver Colin Jones, 42, was con- 
victed of assault after attacking the dri- 
ver of a London sight-seeing bus out- 
side Buckingham Palace. 

A motorcycle courier from London 
was jailed for three years after spray- 
ing ammonia into the eyes .of a van dri- 
ver and threatening to stab him to 
death. 

Psychologist Conrad King found in a 
personality study that people experi- 
enced much stronger feelings of 
aggression, extroversion and paranoia 
when driving than in an office. 


“Roadrage can be a projection of a 
range of feelings, from a need to win, 
a desire for power or a fear of inade- 
quacy,” said Mr. King. Drivers can 
avoid losing control through effective 
stress management and journey plan- 
ning, psychologists say. 

The Automobile Association has 
issued a 10-point courtesy code to help 
motorists cope with their frustration. 

It tells people to keep calm and show 
restraint. “Do not drive in a spirit of 
competition or retaliation.” 

The RAC says people convicted of 
road attacks should undergo coun- 
selling before being allowed back 
behind the wbeeL 

Both organisations recommend hav- 
ing more police on the roads as the 
increasing substitution of camera tech- 
nology is simply not an effective 
deterrent. 

They say the government should 
improve public transport, particularly 
in congested cities, and set up a cam- 
paign to encourage driver awareness. 

the government is widely expected 
to set out guidelines on attitudes to 
other drivers in a new edition of the 
Motorists’ Highway Code, which 
Britons preparing to take their driving 
test must learn by rote, including a 
section on “anti-confrontation”. Only 
five years ago, British police thought 
the section was unnecessary because 
roadrage was a phenomenon limited to 
America. Among its suggestions, it is 
expected to advise drivers to acknowl- 
edge when they have made a mistake 
which migh t annoy another motorist 
and not to get out of their car if threat- 
ened. 

“If you are mentally prepared, you 
can avoid being the victim of other 
people's anger” says Andy Neale of a 
driver training group. 

“Just don’t get involved, that's our 
message.” 


Spreading road violence 
upsets Malaysia 


By Christina Pantin 
Reuter 

KUALA LUMPUR — 
Violence on the road, 
once viewed as a prob- 
lem of on-the-edge mo- 
torists in cities like Los 
Angeles, has erupted in 
Malaysia and prompted 
a frenzy of public out- 
rage and self-examina- 
tion in this normally 
placid country. 

With about a dozen 
highly-publicised cases 
or road bullying since 
the beginning of tbe 
year, denizens of this 
normally mild-man- 
nered, multi-racial land 
of 19 million citizens are 
asking officials to stiffen 
laws to curb road rage. 

In one of the latest 
incidents, an argument 
broke out when neither a 
car nor a van would give 
way on a narrow roao. '' 
A family of four in the 
car was attacked bv the 
van driver with a knife 
and sledgehammer. It 
took 200 stitches to sew 
up the car driver’s face. 

Another case which 
provoked outrage oc- 
curred in April, when an 


Italian businessman and 
his Malaysian wife were 
chased by a mob of 30 
motorcyclists in down- 
town Kuala Lumpur. 
The motorcyclists dent- 
ed the car with helmets 
and rocks after the driver 
honked and flashed his 
lights at them after a 
near-miss. 

His wife, who was 
three months pregnant, 
suffered a-miscamage a 
week after the incident 

Psychologists have had 
little trouble coining up 
with a list of explana- 
tions for the road rage 
epidemic." 

Bad traffic, stress at 
home and on the job, and 
inability to deal, with- 
anger have all been sug- 
gested. . 

“Road thugs are nor- 
mally people with low 
frustration tolerance and 
cannot bear waiting in 
traffic jams,” a psychia- 
trist told The Star news- 


paper in a recent inter- 
view. 

Since the launch of the 
national proton car some 
10 years ago made vehi- 
cles more affordable, 
Malaysia’s roads have 


become increasingly 
clogged, a problem mag- 
nified by the heavy in- 
frastructural building in 
its capital city. 

Some citizens are call- 
ing for road bullies' 
licences to be rescinded. 

“Their licences should 
be revoked, permanent- 
ly.” Penang Secretary 
Michelle Lou told a 
local newspaper poll. 
The suggestion has been 
echoed by police in the 
capital. 

Others believe self- 
defence is a be tier -deter- 
rent. Company" execu- 
tive Stanley Teoh pro- 
posed in The Star news- 
paper’s “road beasties 
poll” that the Malaysian 
government allow mo- 
torists to keep weapons 
in their cars for protec- 
tion. 

Malaysia has very 
strict laws against own- 
ership of weapons, inc- 
luding guns and knives. 

Others advocated avoi- 
ding doing anything that 
would spark violence, 
no matter how innocu- 
ous. 

“We have to assume 
that seemingly harmless 


errors can incite extreme 
responses,” said reader 
C.T. Sim in a letter pub- 
lished in the New Straits 
Times newspaper. 

Under that scenario, 
Mn Sim said, “it would 
not be wise for a 
motorist to toot the horn 
at a driver who has cut 
sharply into his path.” ’ 

Taking that tack^-sever- 
al local newspapers pub- 
lished a li^t of sugges- 
.. dons' on how to avoid 
road assaults. They inc- 
luded tips such as, 
“avoid confrontation. Be 
apologetic, eat humble 
pie even if you are in the 
right.” 

The government for 
now has said that there is 
no need to change laws 
to curb road bullying, 
while conceding the 
need ro study the prob- 
lem. 

“Revoking a driver’s 
licence will be too dras- 
tic,” Transport Minister 
Ling Liong Sik has said. 
“People can change gi- 
ven the right coun- 
selling” 
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Expensive bits and pieces 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

THE WORLD of personal computing is full of contradic- 
tions. While new operating systems and products are 
designed to make computer users' life simpler, choices in 
hardware are becoming more complex than ever. 

Notwithstanding minor details, Windows 95 has made 
things easier, if not more pleasant for millions of users. 
However choosing the best computer — needless to say 
for a given budget — has become a challenge in itself. 

The difficulty comes from the fact that a PC is a set of 
discrete components — the mother board, the CPU (the 
main processor), the hard disk, the screen, the mouse, the 
memory, the screen controller, and so forth. Systems have 
become so sophisticated that each of the mentioned com- 
ponents can be selected separately in order to satisfy spe- 
cific needs. Each can be the subject of a whole study, with 
technical and price comparisons. 

An off-the-shelf, average “Pentium 133” PC, costs 
JDL400 to JD 1.600 in Amman. The Pentium is the cur- 
rent standard for fast personal computers and the “133" 
model has more than enough power for most jobs. At this 
price however the Pentium will feature components with 
1 average performance, all things considered. 

An easy way to illustrate what we -mean is to consider 
the screen controller, this small electronic board inside the 
PC cabinet that produces the image you see on your 
screen. It is called a VGA card. At the above mentioned, 
price, the VGA inside your Pentium is, most likely, a JD80 
card. Technically it bas 1 MB of memory, a 32-bit chip, 
and it connects to the PCI bus. In regular use, such a VGA 
will provide good performance. 

However, there is now a wide choice of VGA cards. 
Some of them have 2, 4 or even S megabytes of memory. 
They can be equipped with 32 or 64-bit chips. From the 
simplest one to the most advanced, expect the price to go 
from the above mentioned JD80 dinars up to JDS00! 
What does a JD800 VGA do exactly and who really needs 
it, would be a subject too long for this column. In simple 
terms, high-end, expensive VGA cards are used by those 
who manipulate three-dimensional graphics or digitised 
video for instance. 

A similar story can be told for almost each of a PC's 
components. You may live happily with a 600 MB, JD200 



hard disk. Nevertheless, you may be interested — or 
shocked — to know that some users buy 9,000 MB disks 
that cost JD3.000 and up. This is not a science fiction 
product or something specifically designed for the NASA. 
Large capacity hard disk are now commonly used by 
graphic designers, music producers and even by kids who 
play some of these new, CD-ROM based sophisticated 
games. Regular disks work with an interface called EJDE. 
Larger units need an interface that bears the sweet, roman- 
tic name of “Wide Ultra Fast SCSI-2". Such drives do not 
only provide bigger capacity, they also work faster, allow- 
ing users to write, read, access and transfer data at much 
higher speeds. 

Does your work or hobby require an expensive SCSI 
hard disk or should you rather spend your money on an 
advanced VGA card? Not to mention the other options 
like the memory, the screen, etc. chat we didn't discuss in 
details. Even the tiny cooling fan on your CPU chip, an 
element that many neglect, comes in different models. 
Depending on the type of application you run. concentrat- 
ing oh some components instead of others may be the best 
solution at the best possible, price. 

How can you decide. and who can help you make the 
right choice? In utopia where money is never an issue, you 
could buy a Pentium and stuff h with the veiy best and 
most expensive components. The price tag may then jump 
from JDI.500 to IDS, 000 — and yet it won’t be anything 
more than just a PC. 

Unless you are an expert familiar with all the above 
details, the only way out is to explain your needs to a rep- 
utable vendor and then to trust him — or ask a friend who 
may have more knowledge than you do. Otherwise you 
may be paying for products you do not really need. 


Thursday, July 4, 1996 


Double Dragon (Cartoon) 

Wimbledon Tennis Championship 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Ushuaia 

News Headlines 

Here's Lucy 

Taratata 

Star Trek 

News In English 

Feature film — The Switch 

Starring: Gary Cool & Cathleen Nolan 

Family Aspects 


Friday, July 5, 1996 


Wimbledon Tennis Championship 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 

News Headlines 

Growing Pains 

Nasty Boys 

Secret Weapons 

Traveller 

News In English 

Classic Movie — Blindfold 

Starring: Rock Hodson & Clodia Cardenale 


Saturday, July 6, 1996 


Moomin 

Wimbledon Tennis Championship 
Women's Singles Final 
News Flash 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 
Document — La Vie Devant Moi 
Game show 

Serie — Chateau Vallon 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 

News Headlines 

Torkleson's 

Album Show 

Prism 

Miami Vice 

News In English 

The Bold And The Beautiful 

Feature Film — Ryan’s Daughter 

Starring: Robert Mitchum & Sarah Miles 


Sunday, July 7, 1996 


The Mask 

Wimbledon Tennis Championship 
Men's Singles Final 
News Flash 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 
La Vie Devant Moi 
Game Show 

Magazine — Envoye Special 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports et Musique 
News headlines 
Cinema, Cinema 
The American Chart Show 
Fresh Prince of Bel- Air 
Biacke's Magic 
News In English 
Best Seller — Frenchie 
Fatal Return 


Monday, July 8, 1996 


3:00 

Bonkers 

3:30 

Richie Rich 

3:45 

Play About 

4:00 

Gillette World Sport 

4:30 

Bus tin Loose 

5:00 

News Hash 

5:01 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 

5:15 

Family Programme — L’Ecole Des Fans 

6:00 

Magazine — Thalassa 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine ^- Science — Cinq Sur .Cinq 

7:30 . 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Milner Fenwick 

8:00 

Paul McKenna Show 

8:30 

Matlock 

9:10 

100 years of Capitalism in Korea 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

The Bold And The Beautiful 

11:15 

Mancuso 


Tuesday, July 9, 1996 


Iris, The Happy Professor 

Captain Planet 

Hot Shorts 

Bob Morrison Show 

Alf 

News Hash 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 
Document — La Vie Devant Moi 
Game Show 
Medical magazine 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Ushuaia 
News Headlines 
Blossom 
Documentary 
Encounter 
Star Trek 
News In English 
Human Target 
Hawaii 5-0 
My Two Wives 


Wednesday, July 10, 1996 


Flintstones 

Iris 

Bill Nye The Science Guy 
Kelly 

News Flash 

French Programmes — Les Polluards 
Serie — Simenon 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 

News Headlines 

Evening Shade 

Superstars Of Action 

Chancer 

Hunter 

. News In English 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Bugs 


So very personal 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

LOOKING BACK on what you have been doing, or writ- 
ing. over a few months’ period can tell you quite a lot 
about who you were, who you have become, and how your 
goals had changed over this period of time. 

One interesting part about all this has to do with playing 
the observer. Playing the role of someone looking in. 
Someone taking a peak into your private world but only to 
see what you allow them to see. 

To see that “carelessness" had figured a great deal in 
parts of what you had written. A carelessness that had to 
do with people paying little attention to what truly mat- 
tered to them. Things they could never manage to hold on 
to even though they wanted to with all their heart. Another 
way to look at this would be to describe it as a straggle 
between the mind and the heart One of these would be 
clinging on to something, or someone, with all the power 
it had, while the other would be bolding back. Maybe out 
of fear. A fear of getting hurt? 

Something else which had come up quite a lot over these 
months had to do with finding a new motto to describe the 
state that we as a people find ourselves in today. There was 
always that little nudge. A nudge pushing readers to think 
about something. To think about who they are or what they 
can be. 

Maybe this did not always work, or maybe it bad the 
opposite effect to that intended, but it sure was worth ask- 
ing such odd questions or even pushing for answers. 

Another recurring theme had to do with ’exclusion.’ 
Excluding people from certain events, excluding loved 
ones from certain aspects of our lives and excluding young 
people from the decision making process. 

Another aspect had to do with happiness. A happiness 
that comes about from having found someone, a special 
and truly wonderful persoo, because of and in spite of 
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everything else. A person to share things with. A person 
with whom everything feels simply right 

Something else had to do with the flurry of tourists 
plaguing certain parts of our country. 

At first sight there is nothing wrong about this. We are 
certainly a developing nation that badly needs the income 
generated by tourism. Could we however, keep intact 
whatever little respect we have for our own Jordanian, 
tourists? Sadly enough, the evidence points otherwise. 

Another theme had to do with memory. It had to do with 
writing things down so that we would not forget them. 

As it turns out, this is a very important aspect of life. For 
one thing, writing things down can serve as a reminder to 
how much fun had any two people had together before the 
attempt by one of them to shut the other out. 

All these, and many more yet to come, are all important 
aspects that have to do with who we are. Aspects that have 
to do with our worries about who or what we are afraid to 
be. to ourselves and to others. 

Admitting to all this can be an admirable start because 
fears can nearly always be overcome. We just have to be a 
little brave to fece our inner feelings and to make decisions 
accordingly. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


BELIEFS & SUPERSTITIONS 

* NEW PUPIL: ‘'Will this corridor take me to the sec- 

* IF a person picked camomile at the dawn of St. John's ond floor?” 

Day, and drank its drench before having any food or drink, OLD PUPIL: “No, you must walk there.’’ 
this would keep him away from adultery a whole year. 

* IF a secret constitutes a heavy burden on an individual, ***** 

he/she can keep it in a well the following night. This 

should be done when the moon is foil' as it enables him/her 

to see his/her picture reflected on the face of the water of * A PERSON complaining of his abject nuptial state of 
the well during the time be/she reveals the secret to him- affairs once said to his friend: 

self/herself. The revelation should be stopped in case a “My wife always tells me I‘m foolish. Does your wife 
willow tree grows near the well as it hears and repeats say the same? 


what is said when the wind grows stronger. 

* IF one wants to let happiness come into a house, one 
has to draw a cross on one of the doors and stud it with 

nails . 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


** What countiyiare you from? .».!■ * . i. • . ; 

Min ayy balad anta? 


’She can't say anything because she doesn't know you.' 


** Tm from Jordan. 


*■* What’s your nationality? 


** I'm Egyptian. 


Anaminal l/rdun. 


Ma heya jinsiyatok? 


* IN ONE of the graveyards there were five tombs. Four, 
one on each corner and the fifth in the middle. 

All those on the corners were women while the one in 
the middle was a man on* whose tombstone -was written: 
“OUR HUSBAND:” ■ ™ " 

■ I' . . '.J/iUiH iM [f 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


(1) Name three dramatic unities? 


Ana Misri. (2) Who wrote Abie's Irish Rose? 


** I’m a citizen of Qatar. 


Ana muwatin min Qatar. 


** I was born in Algeria. 

Ana min mawaleed al-Jaza'ir. 


** I cam from Syria. 


** I’m a Tunisian by birth. 


Qadimto min Sooriya. 


Ana Toonesstyol mawlid. 


(3) Who was the Tragic Muse? 

(4) What famous actor was noted for the role of Dr. 
Jekyll And Mr. Hyde? 

(5) Who are the best known pantomimists of today? 

(6) Concerning which of the American presidents did an 
English author write a play? 


** I’m Iraqi, but l was born in Yemen. 

Ana Iraqi, walakin wolid-to fil-Yaraan. 

** I’m naturalised Sudanese. 

Ana mutajan'ness bil-jinsiya al-Sudaniya. 

** I’m Jordanian, but I have retained the American citi- 
zenship. 


PUZZLES 


(A) Underline which of these animals whose names are 
Ana Urduni, wa l a k i nn i ahtaTiz bil-znuwatanal hidden in th e jumbled letters below is the smallest 

Amreekiya. IRGAFFE — NOBIS — NETIKT — WROTHAG — 
USEOM 


My father is Palestinian. 


My mother is Lebanese. 


A bee filisteeni. 


Orami lobnaniya. 


** Are you Omani, Kuwaiti or Moroccan? 

Hal anta Omani, Kuwaiti am Maghribi? 


(B) A MEMORY TEST 

Study this picture for a moment, then shut your paper 
and see how many objects you can remember. 


** I’m a citizen of Saudi Arabia. 


Ana muwatin Saudi. 


JOKES 


* FARMER: “What are you doing up in that tree, boy? 
BOY: “One of your apples fell down, and I'm trying to 
put it back.” 


* DAD: “Didn’t you give me your word to be a good 
boy? 

SON: “Yes, Dad. 

DAD: “And didn't f give you my word to teach you a 
good lesson if you weren’t?” 

SON: “Yes Dad. But I have broken my word, so you 
may break your word, too.” 
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Collective exhibition of 50 Arab artists 

Keeping admiration alive 
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By Mahmoud I. Mufti 

AST IS like a charming woman who once had her aee of 
innocence m the nursery when she was beautiful witoout 
blowing it, being wholly intent on what she was making or 
telling or imagining. Then she had a season of passion and 
vanity; when having discovered how beautiful shewas, she 
decked herself out in all possible pomp and fineiy, invented 
festoon after fashion to keep admiration alive, and finally 
began to put on rouge and false hair and too much scent, in 
the hope of still being a belle at seventy", remarked Spanish 

195 ?f >pbei ’ 1)061 311(1 novelist George Santayana (1863- 

Still — or rather, especially — a belle at the age of sev- 
enty, the main gallery at Darat A1 Funun (starting life as a 
residence in the 1920s and now an art-form in its own right) 
opens its doors once again to a plethora of art from all over 
the Arab World: The “Exhibition of Contemporary Arab 
Artists. Bedecked with nothing but blue j asmin ^ honey- 
suckle and wild reeds, the gallery keeps “admiration alive” 
in the sublime splendour of its sloping grounds and rustic 
buildings. No “fashions” are invented here: only new ideas 
innovated. 

Predictably, therefore, when the foremost 50 Arab artists 
from 10 Arab countries exhibit their work in a single exhi- 
bition, under one roof, for a whole month, the result is sim- 
ply spectacular. Accordingly, the “Small House of Aits” 
(Arabic for Darat Al Funun) is now foster home to the 
works of some of the most established names in modem 
contemporary Arab art, such as Shaker Hassan AJ Said, 
Mona Saudi, Nasser Soumi, Amin Al Basha and Farid 
Bilkahia. 

Lending the exhibition special significance is the diversi- 
ty of not only the artists themselves, but also the artistic 
styles involved, the materials, and the method of hanging 
(the achrochage). according each of the works its optimal 
surroundings with respect to the other works, the aesthetics 
of the exhibition hall as well as the light. 

These overlapping and mutually-compleraentary ele- 
ments make the exhibit particularly valuable to those inter- 
ested in researching the development and evolution of style, 
technique and materials used in the field of contemporary 
Arab art. The experience is therefore as much an illuminat- 
ing educational one as it is an aesthetic and spiritual one. 
The works feature the latest artistic innovations in the vari- 
ous schools: Abstract, expressionism, impressionism, 
graphics, installations, etc. 

The exhibition abounds with works of rising artists — 
with talent galore — such as Ghadah Dahdaleh, Nadim 
Muhsin, Khalil Rabah, and Mahmoud Obeidi. The artists, 
old and new, collectively represent each of Jordan, 
Palestine, Iraq, Tunisia. Syria. Sudan, Morocco, Lebanon, 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt. Some of these artists reside in 
cities as far away and diverse as Tokyo and San Francisco. 

Participating artists from Jordan are Samia Taktak Zaru, 
Nabila Hilrni, Khalid Khreis, Mona Saudi, Ghada 
Dahdaleh. Ammar Khammash, Ahm ad Nawasb, Nawal 
Abdullah, Adnan Al Sharif, Abdul Raouf Sharaoun, Alia 
Amoura, Aziz Amoura, Fouad Mimi, Ruia Shukairy, Dodi 
Tabaa, Samer Tabaa, Nabil Shehadeh, Ufemia Rizk and 
Jamal Ashour. 

The team representing Palestine consists of Samira 
Badran, Vladimir Tamari, Kamal Boullata, Samia Halaby, 
Jumana Al Hussein!, Nasser Soumi, Suleiman Mansour, 
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Tayseer Barakat, Nabil 
Anani, Laila Shawa and 
Khalil Rabah. 

Iraq's historic marriage to 
art literature and poetry is 
strongly evident in this exhib- 
it, with the participation of 
the likes of philosopher-artist 
Shaker Hassan Al Said, Rafa 
Nasiri, Saadi Al Kaabi, Himat 
Mo hamma d Ali, Na dim 

Muhsin, Ismail Fattah, Salem 
Dabbagh, Karim Rasan 

Mansour, Mahmoud Obeidi, 
and Ali Taleb. 

Finally, a small but impor- 
tant number of artists from 
other Arab countries are rep- 
resented through their works: 

Farid B ilkahia and 

Muhammad Kacimi from 
Morocco. Faisal Samra from 
Saudi Arabia, Rashid Diab 
and Muhammad Omar Khalil 
from Sudan, Rafik Al Kamel 
from Tunisia, as well as Amin 
Al Basha, Ghadah J amal and 
Afaf Zurejq from Lebanon. 

If the viewer is expecting nothing more than the usual 
‘oil-on-canvas ’ or ‘acrylic-on-paper’, pleasant surprises 
abound with the proliferation of other mediums and tech- 
niques: installations, sculptures, prints, etc. Samer Tabbaa's 
work of wood-and-tar will draw an inquisitive glare from 
the dullest eye, perhaps even a poke, (providing one can 
escape Director Ali Maher's vigilant prowling, of course). 

Nabil Anani’s innovative working and colouring of virgin 
leather would no doubt put to shame the proudest Cherokee 
Indian teepee-maker. Suleiman Mansour, on the other hand, 
has no peer when it comes to environmen tally-friendly art. 
His exhibited work, an ornate structure in itself, looks tike 
a huge talisman or totem-symbol that is both recyclable and 
biodegradable. Predictably, a dehydrated (but potentially re- 
hydra table) straw-and-mud base makes up the primary 
structure, with copius lengths of spiralling rope making up 
the mainsail rigging. The whole item is then decked with 
granular articles that bear striking resemblance to millet, 
com. raisins and cornflakes. 

Emerging from this w onderfu 11 y-organic emporium, the 
viewer is greeted with the solemness of Mona Saudi's bi- 
textural black granite structure. Its austerity becomes its 
very art-form. It is both sensual and forbidding. It beacons 
to be experienced first hand. 

Aziz Amoura’s virtually transluscent Arabic calligraphy 
work in yellow, gold, grass-green and orange is probably 
the most mystical of the whole range, save perhaps the 
SuJfi-inspired works of Dr. Khalid Khreis and Rafik Al 
Kamel. Amoura’s faint arches add credence to the conjec- 
ture that the calligraphy might be of the spiritual sort 
However, it is worthwhile mentioning the little-known fact, 
that “there is no division between sacred and secular art in 
Islam, and these same designs and materials could be used 
to embellish palaces, tombs and fortresses as well as 
mosques.” (Art in Islam. World of Islam Festival Trust). 

According to the above essay. Art in Islam, the historical 
background of the art- of calligraphy-: goes back to earlier 



The exhibition of contemporary Arab artists — Darat Ai Funun 

Islam, when it [calligraphy] “developed through every 
media, great and small, to remind the reader of bis obliga- 
tions and responsibilities as a Muslim. It is revealed in the 
Holy Qur’an that man is bom forgetful of God. and it is 
therefore necessary and desirable that he should be con- 
stantly reminded of Him. 

For the scribe or illuminator, the creation of a Qur'anic 
manuscript or the inspiration of a quotation from holy scrip- 
ture inscribed upon glass or pottery; engraved upon metal or 
inlaid with gold or silver, carved into ivory, wood or stone, 
represents an act of piety and devotion. It communicates 
itself to any subsequent beholder, be it of miniature refine- 
ment or massive ornamentation upon a wall or dome. Even 
when toe calligraphy becomes so elaborate and convoluted 
as to make it hard to decipher, it remains a proclamation of 
toe Word of God”. 

Adjacent to an ink-on-paper sketch by Ismail Fattah of a 
distraught face that looks like that of a hurriedly andunnec- 
essarily-awakened Egyptian mummy, is another work- by 
toe artist, cast in bronze. Standing approximately 40cm 
high, it depicts a disoriented nude man emerging out of a 
coffin-like box, looking as if he is wondering whether he 
had made toe correct choice. 

Rula Shukairy’s usage of delicate greys, greens, yellows 
and beiges conspire to conjure the likeness of an imposing 
rock-facade that manages to evoke Petra more convincing- 
ly than traditional works using toe traditional Petra colours 
of rose-red, orange and variants thereof. 

A feast of indigo, royal blue and black predominates in 
Dodi Tabaa’s work. Dodi seems happiest whenever pasting, 
gluing, or affixing some contrasting material atop another. 
Here, she manacles a wrinkled sheet of texturous cloth onto 
a firm board, with all manner of mystical symbols drawn 
boldly on toe more even surfaces. 

Perhaps toe most outspoken work ori exhibit is an acrylic- 
on^canvas' painting 'by* 1 Palestinian- artist Lailsr ' Shawa, 
depicting three dancing twriing peasant girls cldct-in long 



dresses, with heavily-decorated feet and hands, incorporat- 
ing good-luck charms and talismans such as those believed 
to urard off the evil eye. The background is of toe most bril- 
liant orange — almost phosphorescent — contrasting with 
a-black and white chequered floor. Surrealism immediately 
springs to mind here. 

The viewer is encouraged to pay several visits to this 
exhibition, since one would probably not have a chance to 
become saturated with an individual work of art upon first 
encounter. The intensity of toe works as a whole, and their 
number, are such that it may not be possible to do more than 
glance at each of the works on dislpay. But if one or more 
of toe works touch the viewer in a way that is especially 
meaningful to him/her, then it could be most rewarding to 
savour the joys of discovering beautiful forms in the details, 
however subtle: “A picture is a poem witoout-words", com- 
mented Horace. Jean Paul Richter added: “Art is indeed not 
the bread but toe wine of life.” 

The Dare’s director* artist Ali Maher, explains that “by 
integrating young talented artists with more established 
ones, we help introduce them to, and launch them out into 
society in a strong way. We help our participating artists in 
other ways too: Because toe gallery is a non-profit organi- 
sation and does not exact any commission fees from artists, 
toe latter are consequently able to offer their works for pur- 
chase to members of the public at lower prices, thus making 
more and' more significant art works available and accessi- 
ble to a wider spectrum of people ” . 

On a lighter note, Mr. Maher adds that “toe intellectual 
atmosphere of toe Dara’s outdoor cafe-by-the-fountain is 
also a place where exhibition-weary bodies can relax and 
engage in hearty chats over a cup of coffee, perhaps even 
sketch an unsuspecting visitor in some far comer. One will 
almost always bump into old friends there, and may very 
likely make new ones. Art has a tendency of bringing peo- 
ple' and ideas together in' mi^imaq^a^ated ,yet creative 
ways, and inspiring settings are a ways conducive to tofcL” 

The month-long exhibition ends on July 31. I 


Hollywood questioning Jim 
Carrey’s change of style 


By Steve James 
Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — 
With four big comedy 
hits under his belt, 
Hollywood’s $20- mil- 
lion man Jim Carrey was 
hot. But the zany come- 
dy star wants to be taken 
seriously and audiences 
have given the thumbs- 
down to his latest film. 

The negative fan reac- 
tion and cool critical 
reception for The Cable 
Guy has studios and 
Hollywood insiders 
wondering if Carrey’s 
bubble has burst. 

They question whether 
the talented Canadian 
stand-up comedian can 
successfully re-invent 
himself as a serious 
actor as Robin Williams 
and Steve Martin have 
done, or whether his 
bankability has been 
damaged by an apparent 
box-office flop. 

Although Columbia 
Pictures is confident it 
will break even with 
overseas and video 
sales, The Cable Guy, a 
dark tale with a message 
about the dangerous ef- 
fects of television on 
children, earned only 
Si 0.3 million in its sec- 
ond weekend. That box- 
office take was a stag- 
gering 4S per cent drop 
mom its opening total. 
Its 10-day gross is $49.5 
million. * 

That’s a far crv from 
Carrey’s remarkable run 
of hits — Ace Ventura, 
Pet Detective, The 
Mask, Dumb And Dum- 
ber and Ace Ventura, 
When Nature Calls — 
which alone grossed 
S37.8 million in its first 
weekend. In addition, 
Carrey plaved The 
Riddler in fast year’s 
blockbuster. Batman 
Forever. 


There are reports that 
once they saw Cable 
Guy grosses. Universal 
executives sought chan- 
ges in Liar, Liar — due 
out in December — in 
which Carrey plays a 
lawyer whose life unrav- 
els when he makes a 
pact not to tell a lie for 
an entire day. 

The Los Angeles 
Tunes cited Universal 
sources as saying chan- 
ges were ordered to 
make the movie into a 
typical Carrey slapstick 
vehicle. Carrey is Deing 
paid $20 million for the 
film, the same as The 
Cable Guy, which cost 
$60 million. 

Jill Krutick, a movie 
industry analyst for Wall 
St. investment bank 
Smith Barney, said one 
flop may make studios 
nervous but not ready 
yet to pull the plug on a 
star. 

“Many actors seek to 
transcend their genres 
and sometimes they find 
it is difficult to break out 
of the stereotyping,” she 
said, citing Arnold 
;er and 
lone, both 
whom have made 
lieht comedies only to 
return to their stock-in- 
trade action pictures. 

“If his latest film had 
mixed success, it may 
make studios a little ner- 
vous (about Carrey). But 
it’s obvious a big box- 
office star has an 
amount of flexibility and 
leverage. . . 

“The studios' patience 
could wear thin,” said 
Ms. Krutick. 

Jeffrey Logsdon, an 
entertainment analyst 
with Seidler and Co., 
said: “I don’t think 
Hollywood particularly 
cares ... that the cable 
suv didn’t perform to 
some specific level.” 




“A lot has to do with toe 
script you are working 
with. Talented actors can 
only do so much, but ulti- 
mately the script must 
work. An actor is just one 
of the variables. 

“(A flop) may bring more 
caution (from srudios), but 
if toe studio feels it has a 
vehicle that fits Jim Car- 
rey’s character... It’s often 
a matter of timing.” said 
Mr. Logsdon. 

Kevin Thomas, a Los 
Angeles Tunes movie crit- 
ic, said it was too soon to 
prepare Carrey’s Holly- 
wood obituary. 

“No one in town is pre- 
pared to write Carrey off 
yet. They have too much 
savvy and realise you can’t 
have’ a huge hit every time 
you go to bat He’s had too 
much recent success. 

“Look at Arnold 
(Schwarzenegger), he 
struck out with Last Action 
Hero.” 

Carrey himself has 
likened toe reaction to his 
artistic transformation to 
toe furore among folk mu- 
sic fans when Bob Dylan 
went electric in toe mid- 
1960’s. 

In an interview with 
Reuters before toe movie 
was released, Carrey was 
asked if he was worried 
that audiences would tire 
of his clown character. 

“Oh sure, a little bit, but 
I've already had so much 
success I could kind of quit 
now and say thanks very 
much. (But) 1 just really 
would like to keep work- 
ing, and hopefully keep 
growing and keep chal- 
lenging myself and then 
the audience grows with 
me or else I lose a few and 
I gain a few in a different 
area. That’s OK with me.” 

Asked abour future roles, 
he sad; “People think it is 
up to me it's really not I’m 
reacting to toe market- 
place.” 


Punk pioneers stage 
\foul-mouth comeback 


LONDON (R) — The Sex 
Pistols, notorious for their 
foul mouths and irreverent 
punk rock in toe late 1970s, 
performed in Britain 
Sunday for toe first time in 
19 years before a crowd of 
30.000. 

All four original mem- 
bers, now in or approaching 
their 40s, were in toe 
reformed line-up — singer 
Johnny Rotten, who these 
days prefers his real name, 
John Lydon, drummer Paul 
Cook, guitarist Steve Jones 
and bass player Glen 
Matlock. 

Matlock was ousted at an 
early stage because of his 
suspect music tastes — he 
liked toe Beatles — but his 
replacement, toe unhinged 
Sid Vicious, died from a 
heroin overdose in 1979 
while on bail, charged with 
toe murder of his girlfriend. 

“Fat, 40 and back,” Lydon 
told toe audience in north 
London. 

“Thank you all for com- 
ing to our little party,” 

he added, using one of his 
most famous expletives. 

They played all toe old 
hits, including toe mould- 
breaking Anarchy In The 
U.K. and God Save The 
Queen, an anti-royalist 
tirade released to coincide 
with Queen Elizabeth’s sil- 
ver jubilee celebrations, to 
the outrage of the middle 
classes. 

The Pistols shook up toe 
music business at a time 
when pretentious rock 
bands had taken to playing 
stadium concerts, remote 
from their fens. 

They revolted parents 
with toeir loutish behaviour 
— particularly an infamous 
interview complete with 
profanities on prime-time 
television — but spearhead- 
ed toe emergence of toe so- 
called new wave of bands 
that revitalised the music 
scene. 

The latest tour started 



Johnny Rotten, frontman of the legendary punk- 
band the Sex Pistols, performs at the 20th open- 
air concert in SLGalien, Switzerland, on June 30 
(Reuter photo) 


inauspiciously in Finland 
last Friday, when toe young 
audience hurled bottles at 
toe band and seemed to pre- 
fer a local band, toe 
Leningrad Cowboys. 

That probably hasn’t wor- 
ried them. 

The four are rumoured to 
have banked as much as £1 
milli on ($1.5 million) each 
for the series of European 
concerts, dubbed The Filthy 


Lucre Tour. 

Lydon is well-known for 
his cynical attitude to toe 
music business and the fans 
in thrall to it, and was quite 
open at a news conference 
in March on why toe band 
members had put aside toeir 
legendary loathing for each 
other to perform again. 

“Happily we found a 
common cause to bring us 
back together again,” he 
said. “Your money.” 


China issues first 
state regulations 
on film industry 


BEIJING (AFP) — 
China has issued its first 
state-level regulations 
covering the film indus- 
try, with the focus on 
protecting intellectual 
property “rights in the 
sector to ensure its future 
prosperity, reports said 
Saturday. 

The 64-clause regula- 
tion, which came into 
effect on July 1, covers 
areas such as toe produc- 
tion, import and export, 
circulation,, projection 
and censorship or vari- 
ous kinds of films, 
including features, docu- 
mentaries and education- 
al movies. 

Among the articles 
governing censorship is 
one that lists criteria for 
banning films, such as 
those that harm state sov- 
ereignty and security, 
incite “splittism,” reveal 
state secrets or promote 
pornography, supersti- 
tion and violence. 

According to Liu Jian- 
zhong, director of the 
film bureau under the 
Ministry of Radio, Film 
and Television, the regu- 
lations come at a time 
when China’s film indus- 
try is facing major prob- 
lems of smuggling of 
audio-visual goods, ram- 
pant piracy and wide- 
spread pornography. 

The regulations stipu- 
late that film producers 
own the copyright of 
their movies and should 
be paid accordingly 
when the works are dup- 
licated, circulated, pro- 
jected, broadcast, pub- 
translated or 


lected, 

lished. 


fideos made from the 
films must first be ap- 
proved by the producers. 

Lu Zhaoheng, deputy 
director of the film bu- 
reau, said the regulations 


would bring increased 
earnings for "film studios 
which currently depend 
solely on the limited in- 
come of film projection. 

“We not only need to 
make greater efforts to 
protect the copyrights of 
homemade films, but we 
also should respect the 
copyrights of overseas 
films in China," Mr. Lu 
said, admitting that igno- 
rance of IPR legislation 
was widespread. 

The regulations also 
stipulate that five per 
cent of box-office earn- 
ings will be claimed by 
the government for a 
special “film fund.” 

The percentage will be 
collected from cinemas, 
auditoriums and clubs, 
which are prohibited 
from raising ticket prices 
to cover the extra charge. 

The fund is used to pro- 
mote better quality do- 
mestic movies, as well as 
to help poor counties and 
autonomous regions pur- 
chase movie projectors. 

“It is not a case of the 
more the better. Gene- 
rally, we will have to 
consider a balance in the 
foreign movies and we 
have to leave some space 
for local production,” he 
said. 

Industry sources said 
that imported movies 
faced competition from 
pirated copies and a pref- 
erence to watch video 
tapes at home where it 
was more comfortable 
and cheaper. 

Mr. Liu said that dis- 
tributors would have to 
buy toe latest movies and 
screen them as early as 
possible to satisfy movie 
goers while striking at 
pirates. 
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Arteries scanned by world’s smallest camera 


By John Newell 


‘No Problems’ 


VASOSCAf* 
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THE WORLD’S smallest ultrasound camera has been 
developed by British doctors and engineers to scan the 
insides of coronary arteries. It works on the same principle 
as those used to examine unborn babies but is less than one 
millimetre in diameter. . 

The detailed scans provided by the camera will improve 
the treatment of coronary thromboses. By revealing the 
exact nature of thickening in the arterial wall the device will 
help 10 ensure that the best treatment is given and that ultra- 
sound scans will avoid the need for a lot of unnecessary 


surgery. 


Computer Conversion 


Although it is extremely small, the device contains 64 
crystals — transducers that convert electric current into 
vibrations. 

Each transducer vibrates in turn to produce a beam of 
soundwaves — vibrations pitched too high for the human 
ear to hear. These bounce off the walls of the artery and are 
picked up by the transducers working in reverse, convening 
the soundwaves into electrical signals that are fed down a 
fine wire to the outside of the body, where a computer con- 
verts them into detailed-3.D moving pictures of the inside of 
the artery. 


The space inside the coronary artery is only about three 
millimetres in diameter. As seen by the ultrasonic eye it 
looks like the inside of a pipe, a new dean pipe if the per- 
son being scanned is young and healthy; a corroded old pipe 
with lumps of matter sticking to its walls if the artery 
belongs to someone threatened by heart disease. 


“7t can pass through a blood-filled environment and it can 
also pass through the tissue of the artery wall,” he says. “If 
you use light you have to get rid of the blood and replace it 
with a clear liquid while you are taking pictures. And the 
heart doesn't like thar over a long period: it can only stand 
it for five to ten seconds, whereas with ultrasound you can 
work inside the blood with no problems for the patient.” 

X-ray pictures of arteries are taken by injecting a soluble 
substance that makes the blood opaque to X-rays into the 
circulation. The whole artery shows up black in the picture 
and any narrowing is clearly visible, but there is no detail at 
all of what’s inside. Dr. Rob Dickinson, technical director of 
Intravascular Research, had the job of making Martin 
Rothman’s dreams of what he’d like to see come true. 

Dr. Dickinson says, “you can now see the inside of the 
artery as if you had sliced it in half and were looking at each 
half. You can see any of the artery’s blockages, which of 
course are the main medical problem, and you can see their 
extent. And because the ultrasound can slice through the 
arterial wall you can see the detail actually inside the arter- 
ial wall. 

“This enables us to tell if the artery is normal or if it has 
abnormalities such as fatty deposits or if it’s hardened with 
calcium, another common problem. And that tells us how to 
treat the artery on the spot. We can then put in some other 
catheters (fine flexible tubes) that we use to treat the partic- 
ular problem we’ve just seen.” 
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Treatment Version 




The mini ultrasound camera is the brainchild of Dr. 
Martin Rothman, a consultant cardiologist at the London 
Hospital and the medical director of Intravascular Research, 
the British company now making the device. He chose 
ultrasound rather than light as a means of imaging partly 
because even the finest fibre-optic cable is too thick to 
squeeze into the coronary artery, and partly, as Dr. Rothman 
points oul because sound can “see through” the murky sur- 
roundings. 


The ultrasound camera is inserted into the ^coronary artery 
by first inserting a catheter into an aitery near the groin and 
gently pushing and guiding it up till it gets to the entry to a 
coronary artery. Then a fine wire with the camera on the tip 
is pushed up inside the catheter and down the artery, taking 
pictures as it goes. 

If an artery needs to be opened up in the standard way, 
then the whole procedure has to be repeated with another 
catheter carrying a tiny balloon on its tip, which is pushed 
into a point where the artery is dangerously narrow and then 
inflated to expand the artery and clear the blockage. 

This is called balloon angioplasty and is much the most 
common treatment for narrowed arteries. Alternatively, a 
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The Vasoscan image acquisition display screen showing 3D volume (bottom right) 

small metal cage may be fitted in the artery to keep its walls so that as soon as the camera has located and diagnosed the 
apart. Martin Rothman and Rob Dickinson are already problem the treatment can follow immediately. That is a 
working on a Mark 2 version of their device which will few years away, but a slightly larger version of the sound 
carry balloon and cage on the same catheter as the camera, camera is already undergoing clinical trials — LPS Feature. 
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Mixed news oh breast 
cancer-pill link — report 


LONDON (R) — Women 
have a slightly higher 
chance of contracting breast 
cancer when they are taking 
the contraceptive pill but 
there is no long-term inc- 
rease in risk for former pill 
users, a wordwide report 
said. 

The Imperial Cancer Re- 
search Fund (ICRF) said 
their investigation involved 
information on 53.000 wo- 
men with breast cancer in 
25 countries and comprised 
virtually all the worldwide 


the 


evidence available . on 
pill and breast cancer. 

In 10,000 women who 
used the pill when aged 25 
to 29, about 49 breast can- 
cers would be diagnosed in 
the period from the start of 
use 'up to 10 years after 
stopping, compared to 44 
cancers diagnosed in wo- 
men who had not taken the 
pill. 

The small increase in the 
number .of breast., cancers 
was evident only in women 
taking the pill and in the 10 


years after stopping. 

“After women come off 
the pill this excess declines, 
disappearing completely af- 
ter 10 years," Dr. Valerie 
Beral, head of the ICRF’s 
study group said.' 

“The absence of any 
increase 10 or more years 
after stopping is found con- 
sistenly for all groups of 
women studied — young 
Womep. older women, wo- 
men with a family history of 
breast cancen women of 
different ethnic origin,” she 


said. 

It was also true regardless 
of how old women were 
when they began taking the 
pill, how long they took it 
and what type of pill they 
took, she said. 

Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer in women, 
killing about 500,000 each 
year worldwide. More than 
200 milli on women have 
used the pill and an estimat- 
ed 100 million currently 
take it. 
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eoal. but nobody can ignlta tha lignite, eo ha raeigne. 

3. Boas ham problem abont new girl becoming computer 
literate. She -doaan't da window a." 

4. Scrub beat you can with fancy ahampoo, it cannot wash off 
a permanent tattoo. 


*7 actor waiacn 

48 FW 

49 Nawi ian tBka 
53 Shiga, Bud 


BE Pta — moda 

83 Una-in 

84 Burk* 

69 Maar 


OWN 

• Ucaird In lerad 

2 Mod em prtw o e 

3 Cohmbt 


4 AAmrarca tor 


6 Mthn donng 
3 OgarroaUui 

7 Vacvlcn 
BNWfl(n| 

8 PNoe canvas, 
M0y 

9 Poharpayrnsm 


11 Alter mad br 

0a*a 

IT Leva mftair 
13 Oam 
15 LdMonl — 
Qaidant 
1/ am bod 

22 DmmiiMw 

23 Mkagaa 

Sa-Urttat 
20 London a — * 


W Anoom 
gannent 
29 Embad 


27 FlpfNoutfl 


MPcjpvtar 

32 YU — and Mai* 

33 Airport abbr. 

34 many 

X! L A fitfclmnnar 
40 lyrteWGotdMln 

43 BtASngabig 

44 OfMtpa 

45 HorMOTMapand 
48 ChmglngitMiM 


47 CnriMWI 

— 

cwonrai 

48 Sheri btepapMeal 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I.DJJB MJXTC QKHHA PC BNSIL FHB TKB 
JF XKH RXJQT ZPTHC QKPAUH JH IKS 
ZJQPX SDXZL'C EDAM. — By M Iralaad 


49 Transcribed 

50 Ad* Quimaaa 

51 Roman 
iWaaman 

62 Cuah 

54 Chahyoba 

55 Me. Ftegarakl 
60 Flair 

SB Burra 


S.JDYKA, 

ODTLXOO 

MPIOTQX 


DFIZTQX 
BXVMP 
RTOD 


DFZ 


TWPZIOTJ CTTZiQT, 
ODP JTQAUOTZ RIG 
DTG MIOTQ. SDV PKCP 


RIG GDP CJZPIBTQX GT7 


— By Sol Talaakor 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEITS PUZZLE 


3.TAKGOB TRUCK TONOL TINO THUCG 1CX 
RIGGER VC I TRIALS BIGGER XCXKQ PBE 
RUGGER POKKT. — By Duana B. McGogy 
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CNUtANO RDEUDI PNO PRO OLDLOCCAT 
PRO OLDLOGIC. — By EdHuddlwcni 


Cradle of AIDS still its worst victim * 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 


LONDON — Poverty and population 
growth have become lethal partners of 
the HIV virus that causes AJDS, help- 
ing it reach epidemic proportions in 
the developing world. 

Africa, the cradle of AIDS, is still 
the region hardest hit by the deadly 
syndrome, but Asia is quickly catching 
up. 

“More than 90 per cent of all adults 
with HIV/AIDS live in developing 
countries," says the Joint United 
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 
(U.N-AIDS) in a briefing prepared for 
the 11th international conference on 


Asia — especially India. “About 20 
per cent of the infections globally are 
in Asia." Mr. Burton said. “India has 
more infections than any country in 
the world." 

This is. in part, due to the country's 
high population. 

“India is second to one (China) in 
population and second to none in 
HIV." said I.S. Gilada, secretary of the 
Indian Health Organisation, a volun- 
tary outfit crusading against AIDS. 

Mr. Gilada called the bustling com- 
mercial capital of Bombay “a licking 
AIDS bomb.” 

Nearly two per cent of Bombay's 13 
million population is HTV positive, he 
said. Sixty-five per cent of the city's 


AIDS which opens in the Canadian. ’ 70,000 prostitutes are infected. 


city of Vancouver this week. 

The numbers are staggering. More 
than 13 million adults in sub-Saharan 
Africa are infected more than half of 
them women. More than 25 per cent 
will pass the virus to their babies. 

More than 18 per cent of all adults in 
Botswana are infected, 17 per cent in 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. Most Africans 
catch it through heterosexual contact. 

“It’s a very old epidemic in Africa,” 
says Tony Burton, an epidemiologist 
at U.N.AIDS in Geneva. 

“There is good evidence that the 
virus starting running in the raid to late 
1970s in those areas. It had time to go 
before people started to know there 
was a problem." 

The situation is improving, he said. 

“There is evidence from several 
countries that the prevalence is start- 
ing to level off and even decline ” he 
said, naming Uganda, Tanzania and 
Zambia. 

“It looks like in Uganda for example, 
young men in particular are starting to 
have sex later. They are also decreas- 
ing their number of partners.’’ 

People were also overcoming what 
has been a huge resistance to using 
condoms. “Whether that is the result 
of educational programmes or people 
just seeing friends and neighbours and 
relatives die, we cannot establish." 

The news is more disturbing from 


The highest prevalence (rate com- 
pared to population) of AIDS is in 
Thailand, where just over two per cent 
of adults are infected — most via the 
sex districts that abound there. 

Mr. Burton said there was evidence 
that an aggressive education campaign 
was helping in Thailand. In Bangkok’s 
notorious Pat Pong district, for exam- 
ple, stalls have been set up where free 
condoms are handed out. 

“Thailand has universal conscription 
(and) they've been testing these new 
recruits for HIV and found the preva- 
lence among Thai military recruits is 
declining," Mr. Burton said. 

Some scientists say prostitution and 
drug use alone are not enough to 
explain the rapid spread of AIDS 
across Asia. 

Max Essex, an AIDS researcher at 
Harvard University, believes there are 
two forms of the virus — one that 
transmits through blood cells and 
another that uses mucosal cells, such 
as those found in the genital area. 

“This explains why the risks of het- 
erosexual transmission appear so 
much higher in Africa and Asia than in 
the West," he told an AIDS conference 
in Maryland last February. 

Luc Montagnier of the Pasteur 
Institute in France, who is credited 
with isolating the virus, said societal 
differences were also to blame. 


“People living in the North (industri- 
alised countries), with better hygiene, 
have poorly stimulated immune sys- 
tems. so there are relatively few 
immune cells for the virus to infect. In 
the South, with microbes and poor 
hygiene, there are many more immune 
ceils around to be infected," be said. 

One such microbe is the tuberculosis 
bacillus — long a companion of Asia's 
indigent masses. 

‘Tuberculosis is a problem in a cou- 
ple of ways,” Mr. Burton said. “First 
of all, if you are HTV positive and 
don't have tuberculosis, if, you are 
exposed you are more likely to get 
infected- ' . . ' . ’ .. 

“One of ^additional .sc‘ary i ihings is :: 
if you hav^'active tuberculosis, you ' 
are much more likely, to transmit, 
which means we are seeing a rise in 
TB among people that 'are not HIV 
infected.” 

Mr. Burton points to another trou- 
bling new trend in the so-called devel- 
oping economies of the ex-Soviet 
Union. There, unemployment teams 
up with increasing drug use and 
promiscuity to give HIV an open door. 

“In January 1995 Ukraine was see- 
ing about 1 .4 per cent HTV prevalence 
in injecting drug users.” said Mr. 
Burton, who visited the country in 
June. “In August it was 13 per cent. 
We can’t find anything but huge 
increases." 

Health workers are sometimes 
despairing about the ignorance that 
sustains the spread of AIDS. 

A government survey last year 
among 1.200 men in four cities in the 
Philippines showed that 46 per cent 
believed they could stave off HIV 
through prayer or taking vi tamins . 
Many thought HTV could be transmit- 
ted through mosquito bites. 

"Some of these countries are still in 
denial," Mr. Burton said. 

“When was the U.S. Surgeon- 
General’s report on smoking? I think it 
was about 3950. But people are still 
smoking. I think the urge to have sex 
is a little stronger than the urge to have 
a cigarette.” 


;,id Hen.h 

£l\\ bur the _:o.onj 

..Tfc tor: 

2nd 

\ inu.;:. 
h:s:ori- 
or. the 


a 

an- 




wiinous 

•ji cennirtev 

m.,; 

-.[vjiion. ur.ii expicr- 
i!lC l : V ‘ 15 ” • 

s . iu»! 1' i r.-.': were 
3g'..-us •'( iC 

, ichjeoioci't' jrom 
.niier-ii} •'■( 
ii m G'lisrab: j ^sid 
|oa\e ur.. J the 
■>{ Cnaritf't-'r :r is 
/if fdctf 

n-.n the Mjrne Corps 
jv fcv* jr Parris 
;:war Beja (■:■". and 
;■ ?on RojjI Sound 

- Hilron He. id The 
a fen hid '.scaped 
am in modem t.me*, 
2<ii k Spani»h. rrov- 

K res: ore j-?n- 
r-i: the reci^n. had 

- S: K".l n .s.inta 
Ci ono a (on. S.m 
serins rcir^. 

r*ePr.i!fvr and 


Stanley A 
sers at 
If/stitute 
uml Amh 
ilxr divcovi 
while e*c 
acre site a 
combi fiaSW 
ica! a*wJ de 
led them t 
James 
Santa Elen 
on the Cha 
a reexamjr 
ics found c 
rescaled th 
only Fxenc 
16th oemu 
to clinch m 
"It's bee 
decades, a 
looking foi 
1979” Mt 
in a 


Bng receives me 
President A 


from page 1 ) 


5 * >racfl policies 
' the handing 
■' occupied Arab 
^eluding the Golan 
“ and Jerusalem, 
-iieporied. 

;LtJue that sat hers ail 
'Should gather all 
because the dan- 
s^ h Staten them 


3 one 


! Israeli 


s °utce as the 


- guvcrni 

Janounced it w 


£o'-emment 
ould 


Immune system drug 
‘helps AIDS patients’ 


LONDON (R) — U.S. bio- 
technology firm Amgen 
Inc.’s immune system- 
boosting Neupogen helps 
AIDS patients fight life- 
threatening infections and 
may help some to live lon- 
ger, researchers said Thurs- 
day. 

The drug, just licensed for 
use for AIDS patients in 
Britain, has a definite effect 
on the immune system, 
doctors told a news confer- 
ence. 

Neupogen boosts the 
numbers of neutrophils, 
white blood cells that fight 
infection. It is widely used 
to treat neutropenia, a fail- 
ure of the immune system 
that affects a third of AIDS 
patients. 

It makes them even more 
vulnerable to infections by 
bacteria, fungi and viruses. 

Dr. Mark Nelson, an 
AIDS expert at London's 
Chelsea and Westminster 


Hospital, said up to 30 per 
cent of patients with the 
HIV virus that causes AIDS 
developed neutropenia. 

He said be bad been 
working with Neupogen 
and it worked. 

“It gets the neutrophil 
count up. improves neu- 
trophil function and should 
be useful in preventing bac- 
terial and fungal infection," 
he said. 

Other researchers said 
some patients were able to 
stop taking the common 
AIDS drug AZT because 
Neupogen worked so well. 

“The important thing to 
point out is that neutropenia 
is a frequent complication 
of HTV infection, and that 
neutrophil counts can be 
protected and enhanced by 
using Neupogen," said 
Jonathan Weber, a profes- 
sor of genito- urinary medi- 
cine and communicable 
diseases. 
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{ l ) Time, place, location. 

(2) Anne Nichols. 

(3) Sarah Kemble Siddons. 

(4) Richard Mansfield. 

(5) Charles Chaplin and Harpo Marx. 

(6) “Abraham Lincoln." written by John Drinkwater. 
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PUZZLES 

(A) Hidden Animal Names: 

The smallest animal; MOUSE. 
The other animals are: 


— BISON 

— KITTEN 

— warthog 

— giraffe 
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* Site of a failed French colony is unearthed in U.S 
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By John Noble Wfflord . 


NEW YORK — In an 
attempt to establish a refuge 
for Huguenots fleeing reli- 
gious persecution and to 
challenge Spanish power in 
what is now the Southeast- 
ern United .States, France in 
1562 dispatched an expedi- 
tion of two ships and 150 
men under Jean Ribaut 
Somewhat along the coast 
of present-day South Car- 
olina, Ribaut decided to 
build a fort overlooking a 
. harbour he called "one of 
lithe . greatest and fairest 
havens in the world.” 

This was the first attempt 
by the French to plant a 
colony on land that is now 
pan of the United States. It 
came three years before the 
founding by Spain of St. 
Augustine in what is now 
Florida, North America’s 
first permanent European 
settlement outside Mexico. 

It would be more than two 
decades before the English 
attempted to settle at 
Roanoke Island in North 
Carolina and 45 years 
before the first successful 
English settlement at 
Jamestown in Virginia in 
1607. 

Ribaut named the garri- 
son Charleston, for the 12- 
year-old French king, 
Charles IX. but the colony 
foundered in less than a 
\ l { /JJJl (byean The fort was aban- 
tt, *l doned and disappeared, 
seemingly without a trace. 
Over the centuries, histori- 
ans have speculated on the 
fort’s location, and explor- 
ers and archaeologists have 
searched the coast, in vain. 

Now, just as they were 
running out of places to 
look, archaeologists from 
the University of South 
Carolina in Columbia said 
they have uncovered the 
site of Chariesfort It is 
under the edge of a golf 
course on the Marine Corps 
training base at Parris 
Island, near Beaufort, and 
across Port Royal Sound 
from Hilton Head. The . . 
French fort had escaped 
detection in "modem times" 
because the Spanish, mov- 
ing in 1566 to restore con- 
trol over the region, had 
built the town of Santa 
Elena and a fort, San 
Felipe, over the ruins. 

Chester DePratter and 
• -) 




NYT 


From thr bunk. "Thr .New Wnrld. die Him Picture* of Amrrics~/Thr .Vcw York Tine* 


A 16th-century engraving 
shouts Chariesfort, the short- 
lived French colony on the 
South Carolina coast The 
site, long obscured, utas 
recently found by two 
American archeologists. 


Stanley A. South, profes- 
sors at the university's 
Institute of Archaeology 
and Anthropology, made 
the discovery late last year 
while excavating the 20- 
acre site of Santa Elena. A 
combination of archaeolog- 
ical and documentary clues 
led them and a colleague, 
James Legg, to suspect that 
Santa Elena had been built 
on the Chariesfort siie, and 
a reexamination of ceram- 
ics found earlier at the site 
revealed that they were not 
only French but from the 
16th century. This seemed 
to clinch matters. 

"It’s been a puzzle for 
decades, and I’ve been 
looking for the fort since 
1979,” Mr. DePratter said 
in a telephone interview. 


“Now the riddle is solved. 
We know where Chariesfort 
is.” 

The discovery was impor- 
tant, Mr. DePratter and Mr. 
South said, because the 
French outpost not only 
was strategically significant 
when the French and Span- 
ish were competing for con- 
trol of what is now the 
Southeastern United States, 
but also startled the Spanish 
into strengthening their 
hold on the region with new 
forts and settlements. 

“Despite the fact that 
Chariesfort’s occupation 
was brief, its construction 
triggered a strong Spanish 
military response that 
resulted in the destruction 
of the 1564-65 French set- 
tlement on the Sl John’s 


River in Florida, as well as 
the settling of St. Augustine 
and Santa Elena by the 
Spanish,” Mr. DePratter 
said. 

Historians and archaeolo- 
gists familiar with the 
research agreed that the 
mystery of Chariesfort had 
very likely been solved. 

Eugene Lyon, a scholar of 
early colonial history at 
Flagler College in SL 
Augustine, said the evi- 
dence supporting the dis- 
covery "appeared to be 
strorig, though he tended to 
minimise the influence of 
Chariesfort on subsequent 
Spanish action. He noted 
that this French threat had 
been erased before the 
Spanish even knew of its 
existence. Instead, Mr. 


Lyon though the second 
Huguenot colonising 

attempt, in 1564 at Fort 
Caroline on the St. John’s 
River near present-day 
Jacksonville, Floridi 
caused the Spanish more 
consternation and led to a 
quickening of their settle- 
ment efforts. 

Ivor Noel Hume, retired 
director of archaeology at 
Colonial Williamsburg in 
Virginia, examined the 
excavated ceramics and. 
confirmed that they were" 
16th-century French. He* 
praised the archaeologists 
for succeeding “in the diffi- 
cult task of separating the 
traces of Chariesfort from 
those of the Spaniards’ Fort 
San Felipe.” 

“No longer will France in 


the New World be epito- 
mised only by Quebec and 
New Orleans,” Mr. Noel 
Hume said. 

It may be a stretch to 
compare Chariesfort with 
Quebec. Ribaut said the fort 
he built measured “in 
length but sixteen fathoms 
and thirteen in breadth” — 
about 30 metres by 25. A 
moat surrounded the pal- 
isade. and bastions serving 
as gun platforms stood at 
the four coraers/tbough a 
16th-century ; - drawing 
showed only tflr&bastfbns. 
A house of wood and earth, 
with a straw roof, was 
erected inside the fort. 

As soon as construction 
was completed in early 
June 1562, Ribaut left for 
France to obtain supplies 


s and recruit more settlers. 
He left Albert de la Pierria 
in charge of 26 men and 
promised to return in six 
months. But France was in 
the throes of civil war and 
was no place for a Protes- 
tant. So Ribaut went to 
F-n gland for help, and was 
imprisoned as a spy. 

As the months dragged 
on, morale back at Charies- 
fort sank lower and lower 
A fire destroyed most of the: 
supplies: Mutineers killed 
de-la- Pierria; built a ship 
and sailed for France in 
April 1563, only II months 
after Ribaut had brought 
thenMp the new land. The 
only member of the colony 
to remain in the New World 
was a boy named Rcffi, 
who had run away and 


taken refuge among Indi- 
ans. It was be who later told 
a Spanish expedition of the 
failed French enterprise. 

In 1566, one year after 
starting St Augustine, the 
Spanish began building the 
town of Santa Elena on Par- 
ris Island and placed Fort 
San Felipe exactly over the 
ruins of Charlesfoit, mak- 
ing use of the moat the 
.French had left behind. This 
colony* lasted ; 21year$, and 
for a time ^erfodfcs the cajp 

ital-ofr 'Spanish 

Santa Elerid,V ; too, was ‘a 
long-lpst colony, found in 
1979 by archaeologists led 
by Mr. South of the Univer- 
sity of South Carolina. 


International Herald Tiibune 
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King receives message 
from President Assad 


(Continued from page 1) 

counter Israeli policies 
which reject the handing 
back of occupied Arab 
lands, including the Golao . 
Heights and Jerusalem, 
Reuters reported. 

“The issue thai gathers all 
Arabs should gather all 
Muslims because the dan- 
gers which threaten them 
are of one source as the 
new Israeli government 
overtly announced it would 
never return 

Jem salem,. -the Golan and 
South Lebanon....” the offi- 
cial Syrian newspaper 
Tishreen said. 

“This stipulates that all of 
the faithful people. Arabs 
and Muslims, should unite 
their ranks and powers 


because what harms Arabs 
harms Muslims.” 

Tishreen said Syria’s 
mediation between Bahrain 
and non-Arab Iran was 
prompted by the need for 
Arab-Islamic solidarity to 
confront Israel. 

“The successful Syrian 
initiarive...was based on the 
necessity to strengthen 
Arab-Islamic solidarity,” 
Tishreen said. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq A1 Sharaa, after a 
diplomatic shuttle, said on 
Tuesday his mediation pro^ 
duced Iranian -B ahraini 

agreement to stop media 
attacks against each other. 

Bahrain accused Tehran 
of supporting a plot to top- 
ple its government. Iran 
denied the charge. 


King, Rifkind review ties, 
Middle East peace process 


(Continued from page 1) 

embassy in Amman , Mr. 
Rifkind briefed tee King on 
his visit to Saudi Arabia 
and tee talks he had with 
tee Saudi leadership. 

Mr. Rifkind’s talks in 
Aqaba, which followed a 
highly successful visit to 
Saudi Arabia where he met 
King Fahd, also touched on 
Iraq and Britain’s efforts to 
help Jordan and similar 
states in tee Middle East to 
win more Western invest- 
ment 

But tee first few minutes 
of the talks in tee King's 
seafront palace in tee resort 
of Aqaba were taken up 
with discussion of Eng- 
land’s recent semi-final 


defeat by Germany in tee 
European soccer champi- 
onship, with King Hussein 
expressing his sympathy. 

On a political note, Ml 
Rifkind told King Hussein 
tee Saudi ruler had 
expressed warm support for 
tee Jordanian Monarch, 
confirming tee recovery of 
relations between tee two 
states strained by Jordan’s 
perceived sympathy for 
Iraq during tee Gulf war. 

British officials said Mr. 
Rifkind also expressed sup- 
port for tee strong position 
taken by Jordan against tee 
Iraqi regime in the past 
year. 

Mr. Rifkind said the two 
men had an “identity of 
views” on tee need for 


Baghdad to meet in full tee 
conditions for a U.N. oil- 
for-food accord. 

“There is, I believe, an 
identity of view that 
humanitarian help to the 
people of Iraq is of course 
desirable, but we must 
ensure that the implementa- 
tion of this resolution is not 
abused by the Iraqi regime, 
that there is no diversion of 
resources for improper pur- 
poses,” Mr. Rifkind told 
reporters. 

“Of course the whole pro- 
posal itself is potentially 
time limited. After six 
months it is possible to dis- 
continue 986 if there was 
evidence of abuse of the 
system,” he added. 


w (Continued from page 1) 

straits how imprecise the Oslo 
accords are.” 

“The agreements are so vague 
that each paragraph can be fought 
over U2 new and lengthy negotia- 
tions” Mr. Mokbel said. 

Ml Netanyahu's government pro- 
gramme has already ruled out tee 
return of the Golan Heights to 
Syria, further land concessions to 
the Palestinians, the creation of a 
Palestinian state and any negotia- 
tions over Jerusalem. 

Meanwhile, tee youth wing of 
Arafat’s Fateh movement threat- 
coed Wednesday to bunch a new 
iatifida or uprising if Israel's new 
right-wing government does not 
abide by its autonomy accords with 
the Palestinians. 

The Fateh Youth movement gave 
Premier Netanyahu a week to pull 
Israeli troops out of the West Bank 
town of Hebron, free Palestinian 
- prisoners and return to the negotiat- 
* iflg table under the existing accords. 

“If the (Israelis) chose to throw 
peace in the sea, we will throw it 
into hell and this time the explosion 
will be even more violent and 


Palestinians, Israel 
clash head on over 


land-for-peace 


tee group said in a state- 

attacks in Jerusalem, Tel 
d Ashkelon will seem like 
perations in comparison,” it 
suing to a series of militant 
bombings teat left 58 dead 
ary and March, 
tfbuth, which has thousands 
jeis, played a large role in 
ada against Israeli. occupa- 
the West Bank and Gaza 
>m 1987 to tee launch of 
in 1994. 

I \i would not hesitate to 
> arms again if tee govera- 
es not honour the commit- 
ade by its predecessor” 
rael said on Wednesday it 
lose for a week the Cave of 


the Patriarchs, traditional burial site 
of the Biblical Abraham, to drill 
troops stationed there in tee West 
Bank city of Hebron holy to Jews 
and Muslims. 

An army spokeswoman said tee 
army would from July 7-11 bar 
worshippers from the cave where a 
militant Jewish settler shot dead 29 
Palestinians in Februaray 1994. 

‘The Cave of tee Patriarchs will 
be dosed next week...to Jewish and 
Muslim worshippers. The cave is 
closed periodically to train and drill 
the unit that safeguards tee wor- 
shippers and also for refurbishing 
and improving the site,” she said. 

Nabil Shaath, a key aide to Mr. 
Arafat and a peace negotiator with 
Israel, said recaldtrance by Mr. 


Netanyahu and his right-wing gov- 
ernment not only angered the Arabs 
but was raising questions in the 
West about Israel’s intentions. 

“With their extremist and reckless 
statements they are able to create a 
threat to the peace process in a 
region considered the heart of the 
new world order,” Dr. Shaath 
added in an interview in tee Lon- 
don-based Arabic daily AI Hayat 

He said this would make it easier 
for the Palestinians to rally support, 
adding it was tougher when former 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres was 
in power because “in tee eyes of the 
world he was a messenger of 
peace.” 

Dr. Shaath also said teat Mr. 
Netanyahu’s rejection of a com- 
plete separation between Israel and 
the Palestinians — which he fears 
wfll lead to a Palestinian state — 
was useful for the fledgling econo- 
my in tee autonomous West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The Palestinian National Authori- 
ty lost millions of dollars since 
Israel closed off tee territories after 
deadly bomb attacks in February, 
preventing Palestinian labourers 
from entering Israel. 


‘Egypt better off 
without U.S. aid’ 


( Continued from page 1) 

between Cairo and Wash- 
ington “on the peace 
process and other matters,” 
but denied any tensioa 
between the two countries. 

Meanwhile, Ml Musa 
contacted his Israeli coun- 
terpart David Levy for tee- 
first time since Ml Levy 
took office, tee govern- 
ment daily Al Ah ram 
reported Wednesday. 

Mr. Levy contacted Mr. 
Musa by phone to discuss 
tee “latest developments in 
the peace process” "late 
Tuesday after tee Egyptian 
diplomat arrived in Lon- 
don. Al Abram said. 

Ml Levy underlined that 
his country “is interested 
in continuing to work with 
Egypt to continue the 
peace process,” tee paper 
said. 

Mr. Musa in turn said 
their joint efforts “must 
follow the principles 
adopted at tee (1991) 


Madrid conference and tee 
agreements already 
reached on tee various 
tracks of the peace 
process.” 

Contacts between Egypt- 
ian and Israeli official have 
come nearly to a standstill 
since Mr. Netanyahu won 
May elections amid Arab 
criticisms of his hardline 
positions in the peace 
process. 

The telephone call was 
tee first reported contact 
between the two foreign 
ministers since Ml Levy 
took his post in late June. 

The paper said the two 
ministers agreed to main- 
tain their contacts “to sup- 
port the peace process and 
strengthen relations” 
ahead of tee fitit visit by 
new Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
Egypt, expected in July. 

Mr. Netanyahu is to visit 
Egypt and Jordan after a 
trip to Washington on July 
9. 


Exit poll shows Yeltsin winning 


(Continued from page 1) 

presidential council, told 
reporters that the margin of 
victory for Mr. Yeltsin over 
Mr. Zyuganov “corre- 
sponds to our forecast.” 
“The struggle for turnout 
boosted the votes against 
both candidates. I think in 
eastern regions turnout is 
about 63 per cent, meaning 
teat Mr. Yeltsin got just less 
than 50 per cent, Mr. 
Zyuganov a bit more than 
40 per cent and about 10 
per cent voted against 
bote,” he said. Another 
member of Mr. Yeltsin’s 


council, Mark Urnov, said 
that “according to our fore- 
casts, Ml Yeltsin will win 
by three million votes” out 
of a total of 106 million. 
.Turnout nationally was 
60.5 per cent two hours 
before polls closed at 1900 
GMT — six per cent lower 
than at the same time in tee 
first round, Mr. Yeltsin's 
support committee said, cit- 
ing figures from tee central 
electoral commission. Mr. 
Umov said turnout in tee 
“red belt” — rural Commu- 
nist strongholds south of 
Moscow — was lower than 
in tee first round. 


Afghan 
PM asks 
Pakistani 
counterpart 
to open 
Kabul road 

KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan’s new prime 
minister has asked his Pak- 
istani counterpart Benazir 
Bhutto to reopen tee mam 
road linking Pakistan with 
besieged Kabul for humani- 
tarian reasons, a source said 
here. 

‘Prime Minister Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar has sent a let- 
ter with a special delegation 
to Mrs. Bhutto asking her to 
allow tee free passage of 
food to help the starving peo- 
ple of Kabul,” the source 
from Ml Hekmatyar’s Hezb- 
i- lslami said. 

“At tee moment only cer- 
tain vehicles with special 
permits are allowed to bring 
restricted items to Kabul 
form Peshawar, and we want 
this system to be broadened 
for humanitarian reasons,” be 
added. 

The call came just a week 
after Ml Hekmatyar, leader of 
the former opposition Hezb-i- 
Islami, was installed as premier 
after signing an alliance pact 
with the government here. The 
main roads leading to Kabul, 
which is hemmed in on three 
sides by tee Islamic Taliban 
militia who are trying to topple 
the government, have been 
intennmendy sealed by various 
watiing factions — infolding 
the H tab — or subjected to 
enormous road taxes. Impover- 
ished Kabulis battled through 
one of the hardest winters hoe 
early this year after aU teie main 
supply routes were cut, causing 
food and fuel shortages and 
sending prices skyrocketing. 



8 Economy 

Closure costs Palestinians $600m 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A Palestinian offi- 
cial called Wednesday for 
Israel 10 stop bringing in 
workers from Europe and 
Asia and give jobs back to 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. More 
than 200,000 workers from 
Romania, Thailand, the Ph- 
ilippines and other nations 
have come to work in Israel 
since (he government imp- 
osed a closure to prevent 
terrorist infiltrations from 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

Mohammad Shtayyeh, 
head of the Palestinian Eco- 
nomic Council for Devel- 
opment and Reconstruc- 
tion, said a study by his 
office found the Palestinian 


economy lost $ 600 million 
this year and unemploy- 
ment jumped to 68 per cent 
“All of it is because of 
the closure and security 
measures at checkpoints," 
Mr. Shtayyeh said in an 
interview with the Associ- 
ated Press. Mr. Shtayyeh, 
whose agency oversees for- 
eign assistance to Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority, said aid had 
not filled the gap created by 
the closure. 

He said international do- 
nors had pledged $800 mil- 
lion this year but only $100 
million bad been received 

“Israelis have to start ter- 
minating the long-term co- 
ntracts with foreign labour- 


ers that they have brought 
in from abroad," he said 
The call to put Palestini- 
ans back to work has found 
some sympathy within the 
new Israeli government 
Interior Minister Eli Suis- 
sa said recently he was 
“astonished and shocked" 
by the number of illegal 
foreign workers in Israel, 
warning their presence was 
a “social tune bomb ” 

Prime MinisterBenyam- 
in Netanyahu told foreign 
correspondents Tuesday he 
wanted economic “open- 
ness" with the Palestinians 
although he was strongly 
opposed to granting their 
demands for an indepen- 
dent state. 


Dollar’s rise stirs worries 
among Japanese businesses 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan- 
ese are beginning to worry 
about the effects of a rise of 
the dollar on the economy 
and Prime Minister 

Hashimoto expressed con- 
cern Wednesday about 

recent rapid changes in the 
value of the U.S. currency. 

“It’s not good for a cur- 
rency to fluctuate rapidly" 
Mr. Hashimoto told 

reporters, saying he pre- 
ferred exchange rate move- 
ments to remain “within a 
certain range .” 

The prime minister was 
referring to the dollar’s 
advance above 110 yen 
here on Tuesday. This was 
the strongest level for 29 
months and represented a 
38 per cent increase in 
value against the yen since 
it fell to less than SO yen a 
year ago. 

The dollar held above 1 10 
yen here throughout 
Wednesday, moving from 
1 10.16 yen to 1 10.37 yen. It 
was at 110.29 yen in late 
trading. 

Analysts say the Japanese 
economy will be able to 
stave off possible negative 
impacts from the rise of the 
dollar if the currency stays 
at about 1AQ yen, but fur- 
ther appreciation could be 
damaging. 

“At the 110 yen level, we 
will start seeing not only 
favourable effects but also 
negative effects on the 
economy, but the problems 
arc not so bad at 110 yen," 
said Tokyo Research Insti- 
tute analyst Toshio Sumi- 


tani. 

“But if it goes up to 115 
yen, it’s not going to be 
easy for the economy,” Mr. 
Sumitani said, referring to 
upward pressure on prices 
and interest rates, as well as 
the possible adverse impact 
on corporate earnings. 

Bank of Japan governor, 
Yasuo Matsushita told a 
regular news conference the 
dollar-yen rate was moving 
“in the trend expected by 
the G-7 (Group of Seven 
industrialised countries)." 

Mr. Matsushita said he 
saw “little possibility that 
the rising tempo in domes- 
tic prices will strengthen" 
due to the ongoing decline 
of the yen against the dol- 
lar, although it has sent 
import prices firming since 
April. 

Nikko Securities Co. Ltd.- 
said in a survey Wednesday 
that the rise of the dollar 
would boost Japanese man- 
ufacturers' earnings, while 
depressing the performance 
of non-manufacturing com- 
panies. 

At 1 10 yen to the dollar, 
manufacturers would post 
an average 24.1 pec cent 
rise ixi pre-tax profits for the 
year to next March, but 
non-manufacturers would 
suffer an average 3.0 per 
cent profit fall, it said. 

The gap between the two 
sectors would widen at 1 15 
yen, with manufacturers 
seen enjoying an average 
33.9 per cent year-on-year 
profit growth while non- 
manufacturers would have 


an average 4.7 per cent' 
decline. 

Carmakers are expected 
to benefit most from the 
higher dollar. 

Their pre-tax earnings are 
estimated to increase by 
35.5 per cent at 105 yen, by 
47.1 percent at 110 yen and 
by 58.8 percent at 115 yen. 
according to the research 
arm of Nikko Securities. 

But oil distributors, along 
with utilities, are seen suf- 
fering a major setback in 
earnings as the dollar 
advances against the yea 
Nikko Research estimates 
pre-tax profits of oil com- 
panies will drop 25.2 per 
cent at 105 yea 46.7 per 
cent at 110 yen and 68.2 per 
cental 115 yea 
Tetsuro Sawano, an econ- 
omist at Nikko Research, 
said the dollar’s apprecia- 
tion to 1 1 0 yen would have 
“no immediate effect” on 
the economy. 

“While import prices are 
rising, domestic prices 
overall are still largely sta- 
ble. So the Bank of Japan is 
not likely to change its easy 
monetary policy soon if the 
doll ar-yen . rate re mains at 
-the current Level,” Mr.! 
Sawano -said. 1 ! f • 

“But if the dollar goes up 
to 115-120 yen, the central 
bank will have no choice 
but to raise the key interest 
rate" from the record low 
05 per cent, a step that may 
dampen Japan’s economic 
recovery that has become 
evident in the recent 
months, he said. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Botty Jorgonami 


ACROSS 
1 Wallop 
5 Put on cargo 
9 Exhod 

13 Riley’s We? 

14 Manicurist's 
milieu 

15 Rent 

16 Clumsy boats 

17 Spark 

18 Flair 

19 GG? 

22 Gormandized? 
23 — mot 
(witticism) 

24 Shoulder 
enhancer 

27 Second chance 
suits 

31 Oval circuit 
34 Month 

36 Swiss river 

37 Ponder 

38 II? 

41 Native American 

42 Lab burner 

43 Gungho 

44 Mil. place 

45 Typical 

47 Feminine ending 

48 Elle, in English 

49 A Cole 
51 CC? 

60 it may be tall 

61 Clear wrap 

62 Southern 
constellation 

63 Opera 

64 Get around 

65 Manipulates 
dishonestly 

66 Pleased 

67 Coin 

68 Eye sore: var. 
DOWN 

1 Official symbol 

2 Ending for table 
or silver 

3 Queries 

4 Physicist Nikola 

5 Not of the doth 

6 The‘A“'mTAE. 

7 Mover and 
shaker 

8 Dignifies 

9 Stem's opposite 


1 3 ♦ 


Is [« IT fa mmS ito in 112 


|24 1 25 (26 ^^■ 27 ) 128 {29 |30 


|49l [50 


151 152 [53 


54 |55 |5fi 


57 58 |59 


0 1696 Trcuno MwSa Swvion, Inc. 
rtgW» iwarvad. 


10 Marco — 

11 Continent- 
dividing 
mountains 

12 M. Coty 
14 Nap 

20 Boot country 
prefix 

21 Integers: abbr. 

24 WA city 

25 To pieces 

26 Withers 

28 Trattoria serving 

29 Deserves 

30 Vicinities 

31 Charge 

32 Burros 

33 Noblemen 
35 — du D table 
37 Vanished kiwi 

cousin 

39 Set free 

40 Praline 
Ingredient 

45 Windy city, for 
short 

46 Foofch 


taoau aatiaa □□□□ 
□E3QQ DDQQQ □□□□ 
qqqqqqqqqqqqqqq 

□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 

□QQDQQQ □□□□ ■ 

H HQB QQQdBUIIQ 

pQQHD □□□□ DUU 

pan ljuuu □□□□□ 
laEJEJBCinaa □□□ 
wm □□□□ Hnaanaci 
pQaoa auan ana 

□BOB BBBBB BBBB 
!□□□□ □□□□□ BBBO 


48 Great golfer 

50 Powerful 
persons 

51 Kind of party 

52 Bucket 

53 "Hawkeye" 


54 Sitarist Shankar 

55 Small drink 

56 Marquis de — 

57 Legal paper 

58 Like omelets 

59 Flower 


Israel’s Netanyahu 
scores victory on budget 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu scored his first 
victory Tuesday as bis 
right-wing cabinet 

approved a treasury propos- 
al to cat nearly five billion 
shekels ($1.6 billion) from 
the 1997 budget. 

The cabinet voted 12-5 in 
favour of a 4.9 billion 
shekel cut, which will help 
the government fight infla- 
tion, now running at 15 per 
cent a yean The stock mar- 
ket rallied on the news. 

A meeting is expected to 
be held early next week to 
decide where to cut, allow- 
ing Mr. Netanyahu to deliv- 
er the news to the U.S. 
administration when be 
flies to Washington on July 
8 . 

Mr Netanyahu had given 
strong backing to Finance 
Minister Dan Meridor to 
cut the budget, despite 
opposition from other cabi- 
net members. Among those 
who voted against the cuts 
were Defence Minis ter 
Yitzhak Mordechai and 
Foreign Minis ter David 
Levy. 

The finance ministry also 
plans to propose measures 
soon to lower the 1996 bud- 
get deficit Mr. Meridor has 
warned that if measures are 
not taken, this year’s bud- 
get deficit will surpass the 
target of 7.6 billion shekels 
by three billion. 

“We are now in a devia- 
tion and if we don’t correct 
this, our chances of correct- 
ing this tomorrow will be 
more and more difficult,” 
Me Netanyahu said during 
Tuesday’s cabinet meeting. 

Tel Aviv shares,' which 
bad been drifting lower 
during much of the day, 
recovered on news of the 
budget cuts, with the 
benchmark Mishtanim 
index closing up 0.59 per 
cent at 198.46. 

The market has suffered 
since the central bank last 
week raised its key lending 


rate by 1.5 percentage 
points to an annual 17 per 
cent, a move prompted by 
rising inflation. 

“Because of the cuts in 
the budget we estimate 
interest rates will not go up 
again this year" Noam 
Bravennan - of Central 
Securities Coip. said. 

He said budget cuts will 
help put the economy back 
on track. 

Recent economic data 
indicate Israel's economy is 
headed for a slowdown, a 
trend likely to be reinforced 
by budget cuts. But ana- 
lysts say markets are more 
concerned by rising infla- 
tion and the new govern- 
ment’s economic perfor- 
mance. 

The treasury forecast that 
with fiscal tightening gross 
domestic product (GDP) in 
1997 will grow by 4.3 per 
cent, against an estimated 
5.5 per cent in 1996 and 7.1 
per cent last year. 

Eli Nahum, head of trad- 
ing at Zannex Securities, 
said the latest data reflect a 
slowdown in growth, not a 
recession. "The belief is 
that there is enough fat in 
the economy and that now 
is the time to hit inflation 
hard on its head." 

Mr. Braverman said Mr. 
Netanyahu had been clever 
in moving fast on the econ- 
omy and welcomed the 
cooperation between Mr. 
Netanyahu, Mr. Meridor 
and central bank governor 
Jacob Frenkel 
The 1997 budget must be 
approved by parliament by 
the end of this year. 

Mr. Meridor told 
reporters that the cabinet 
approved setting die 1997 
budget deficit at 2.8 per 
cent of GDP against a tar- , 
get of 3.3 per cent this year. 

The government 

approved lowering the tar- 
get to 1.5 per cent by 2001 
and will ask parliament to 
pass this into law. 


THE BETTER HALF. : By Glasber^en 



*Abs of steel, buns of steel, thighs 
of steeL.how come nobody 
wants brains of steel?" 


Peanuts 



/ I WAS 
} DOING MY 
.HOMEWORK. 




Andy Capp 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JULY 5, 1996 
By Thomas S. Pierson, 

Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You arc highly inspired bow to 
make a project Successful today, and then use a practical plan of 
operation toward the end. This evening will be good for you and 
your mate to stay home and have a romantic time together 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 21) A thoughtful act can please your 
family today and then get busy with whatever practical affairs 
need fast Athenian. Later this evening you can spend time with 
fellow associates and devise some method of operation for your 
success. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Others can come to you today for 
advice and help with a project for which they know little about, so 
be willing to assist and through this effort you mil get the recog- 
nition and praise of some bigwig who can make you successful 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) A fine idea you have 
to improve your monetary matters can be made better with the aid 
of a prominent person. Later this evening you can discuss the 
operation of some new project and {dan the strategy for its com- 
pletion, 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If you are more practical in trying to 
gain your objectives today, you can have much more success with 
them. Hus evening will be good for you and your loved ones to 
get away to some special place of interest. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You want to gain personal 
aims and your fellow associate could be most helpful to you in 
this. Later tonight you should speak to some knowledgeable per- 
son and bigwig for the advice on your method of operation. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Do something thoughtful 
today for a friend who can do much to help you in some practical 
affair and can make your life very successful. You can later this 
evening meet with some close friend for some fun activities. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you meet with a big- 
wig today at some charming sport, then you can get backing of 
projects which are important to you and to the financ ial situation 
of your loved ones, so make every effort to please this individual 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You have a 
novel manner of gening things accomplished today as you tike 
them to be, however, be sure to assist your loved ones with impor- 
tant duties you have put aside and you can make great success is 
your career activities. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to Jan. 20) Be sure to handle duties 
which will please your mate today, then you have time to enjoy a 
hobby with a good friend. This evening wtil be good for going out 
on the town and have a wonderful time with your loved ones. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Do something special 
today to indicate that you wish to continue the relationship you 
have developed in your career activities and by doing so you will 
be able to show your willingness to advance to great heights. 
PISCES: (February 20 'to March 20) Plan how to be more effi- 
cient at your career activities today and perfect your talents before 
meeting with a powerful person who has your ability for financial 
prosperity in the palm of his or her hands and yon can be success- 
ful 

Birthstone of July: Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Mta Aiglrtan 


Ufa «ae. 7 a day al 
25 canis each, cornea to_ 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ROFAL 


01 Baa anus miImb. ha 
onvataai . . 


TOROB 


ENMOAB 


OCTIXE 


WHERE THE 
DIAPER EXPENSE 
APPEARED ON 
THEIR EOPGET. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 


Yratordayfc 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ELATE FOLIO TURBAN POLITE 
Answer Codkfing wtth a soda buck can do this to 
traffic — BOTTLE IT UP 


EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT 
BUT DON'T FORGET TO ' 
FEED THE DOG.. 




. . -MAYBE 1 
YOU OBNTJ 
y HEAR ME .1 
; 19A1D— 


/.OOKM47Z, 
£/P//£J&WE 
> OOP/TG€T j 
EXC/ 7EG// f 


( MUTT/ J 
> WHAT > 
HAPPENED?. 


I DUNNO/ -— 
DIDN'T YOU 
HIT ME? 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
THURSDAY JULY * 
4,1996 * 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 

Astrologer, Carroll 

Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Go ahead with 
the big plans you have 
made today regardless of 
the negativity you meet 
from a fellow associate. 
Later tonight you can 
meet with some bigwig 
and plan the strategy for a 
new project 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) You have a good 
idea how to improve con- 
ditions at home today, 
though it may be a lid# 
costly to proceed at this 
time. This evening should 
be good for you to go out 
on the town with fellow 
associates and be success- 
fill. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Don’t permit a 
worldly, tense condition 
interfere with important 
duties connected with fel- 
low associates. This 
evening will be good for 
you to spend much time 
with your loved ones and 
have a pleasant time. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Get busy at 
practical matters today 
and forget a private anxi- 
ety. Try to increase your 
income and assets by 
analysing your financial 
situation and come np 
with some plan of action 
which will be quite bene# 
fitial to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Go after personal 
desires today which mean 
a great deal to you and 
avoid one who is endeav- 
ouring to force you to do 
something you do not 
approve of. Later this 
evening you can see close 
friends and have a good 
time together. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You have 
private aims today which 
can help you to advance 
your career and steer clear 
of a bigwig who is furious 
and could take it out on 
you. This evening- will be 
good fbt^ofofe-oWoh the 
town with your mate and 
have fan. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Be with a 
generous friend today 
who can be of great assis- 
tance to you concerning 
some new project and for- 
get about going off oaf ~ 
some silly departure' 
Later this evening you 
should be with ’ close 
friends and have some 
laughs. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Get 
right at civic duties you 
have attended to today 
and don’t allow a boring 
person waste your time. 
Concentrate on your 
organisation and decide 
the best method of opera- 
tion to gain foe success 
you are looking for at this 
time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Get away from home 
early today and pursue 
advanced ideas through 
which you can make big 
headway towards you 
being successful. Later 
this evening will be good 
for you to spend some 
quality time with your 
loved ones. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Study 
how to get your practical 
affairs operating monp 
efficiently today andprof^ 
itably. Have more faith in 
your mate this evening or 
you could find yourself in 
a difficult situation which i 
could cause a disagree- 
ment 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 j 
to February 19) Your fel- I 
low associate wants to 
have an important discus- 
sion with you today so put i 
aside your desire- for 
recreation at this time, j 
Later this evening will be 1 
excellent for going out on 
the town with some 
knowledgeable person. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Be sure to lis- 
ten to what a fellow asso* 
date has to suggest today, 
since you are not so fall of 
good ideas at this time. 
This evening you can 
meet with some knowl- 
edgeable person and dis-£~' 
cuss your career activities 1 
and determine the best 
course of action. 
Birthstoneof July: Ru- 
by — Tiger’s Eye 


lW* 

&& „ 
Its 0111 

Jgnrop e 
, invest 

i,®? 1 


Libyan 


% in caps*® 
L,by3n 

a i 

V h he 

"tnovtf* ■ ,a ' e 

$ llu U* Uh>-4i 
js * u Strain 

-[nterwt^n-i l 

1^3' h.l’* 

in . 

1 " . i,» of 


. u ^ eal | j 

7^ 

,vUi) .T.M’.cn > 

-, r jvrs from 

i «" ,J 

± nub.:- -- 


■ \ rii--' 

’ V. .UJ|) .T. 
<*a» , - v 7 < 

1 o.v. 


^ , -Ur orders irom 

t «" |J 
■1 S:: 

.juneni ha> ujr.c..*3 a 
^ pn'aDsan.'-n pro- 

33* 


Israeli 


idustry 

tins 

iirbus 

ccord 

IV.'IV (AFPi — The 
jopean consortium 
industry has 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Friday, July 4-5, 1996 


Libya 
pulling 
assets out 
of Europe 
to invest 
in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Liby an 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
has decided to cash in mil , 
lions of dollars of Libyan 
assets in European coun- 
tries and invest the capital 
in Egypt, a senior Libyan 
official has said. 

Mohammad A1 Howeij, 
in charge of investments 
abroad, told the official 
egypuan news agency 
MENA that “moves have 
begun to realise Libyan 
assets in European coun- 
tries especially in Britain.” 

Libya’s International 
Investment Company has 
“begun to sell its shares in 
the Metropole group of 
hotels estimated at $290 
milli on ” he added. 

Mr. Howeij said current 
investments by the compa- 
ny in Egypt stood at “close 
to 13 billion Egyptian 
pounds ($440 million ).” 
He was under orders from 
Colonel Qadhafi “to double 
this figure in the next three 
years.” 

The capital would be 
injected into “buying 
Egyptian public sector 
companies” The Egyptian 
government has launched a 
huge privatisation pro- 
gramme. 



TEL AVIV (AFP)— The 
European consortium 
Airbus Industries has 
awarded Israel Aircraft 
Industries (LAI) an 
agreement allowing it to 
overhaul its planes at a 
ceremony near Ben 

outskirts of Tel Aviv. 

Under the accord, air- 
lines putting Airbus 

E lanes into service can 
ave them overhauled or 
renovated by the Israeli 
company, which already 
services Boeings. 

“We have been hoping 
for a long time to win 
approval from Airbus 
although we knew there 
was fierce competition to 
maintain their aircraft," 
said IAI deputy director, 
David Arm. 


Saudia eyes private 
sector participation 


Digital to slash 7,000 
jobs in restructuring 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia’s national carrier Saudi 
Arabian Airlines Corp. 
(Saudia) is looking at ways 
to give the private sector a 
bigger role in its opera- 
tions, its director general, 
Khalid Ben Bakr was quot- 
ed Wednesday as saying. 

“The private sector will 
help us to cany (out) some 
of the responsibilities more 
efficiently and in a more 
cost-effective way” he was 
quoted by Saudi newspa- 
pers as saying. Mr. Bakr 
was speaking after a meet- 
ing with businessmen. 
/We discussed.. .the par- 
ticipation of the private 
sector in some of Saudia’s 


projects like the construc- 
tion of the A1 Fuisan 
Lounge at King Abdul Aziz 
International Airport in 
Jeddah,” he said. 

Saudi business participa- 
tion in ground handling 
services in the kingdom 
and Saudia catering was 
also discussed. 

Oil-rich Saudi Arabia is 
actively reviewing privati- 
sation options to reduce the 
state’s dominant role in the 
economy and raise -rev- 
enues after more than a 
decade of big budget 
deficits. Economists say 
Saudia is a prime privatisa- 
tion candidate, but until it 
returns to profit after years 


of losses it will not attract 
much private interest The 
1996 budget projects Sau- 
dia revenue and spending at 
8.48 billion riyals ($2.26 
billion). 

On commercialising Sau- 
dia’s services, Mr. Bakr 
said: “We have reached a 
good level, and we have 
dow a more efficient way 
of handling things”. 

Fifty-year-old Saudia, the 
Middle East’s largest carri- 
er, has a 70-plane fleet and 
carries about 123 million 
passengers and 225,000 to- 
nnes of cargo annually. It 
serves 52 international des- 
tinations and 25 domestic 
stations. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. computer firm 
Digital Equipment, faced 
with disappointing quarter- 
ly results, said Tuesday it 
would abolish 7,000 jobs in 
the next 12 months under a 
$475 million restructuring 
effort 

The company said results 
from its fourth qaiter, 
which ended June 29, will 
be released July 30. 

But already the Massa- 
chusetts-based firm is 
describing die perfomance 
as “well below ... expecta- 
tions.” 

“Although we have made 
significant progress, partic- 
ularly with respect to estab- 
lishing a long-term strate- 
gy, we obviously are not 
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satisfied with the current 
business financial results,” 
said Digital Chairman 
Robert Palmer 

“The financial perfor- 
mance of our personal 
computer business is unac- 
ceptable. In addition, we 
are experiencing a signifi- 
cant slowdown in several 
European markets,” he 

Vincent MuJlatkey, vice- 
president and chief finan- 
cial officer, said the compa- 
ny expected fourth quarter 
profits to be significantly 
below current estimates, 
with revenue lower than the 
same period last year. 

A Digital statement dis- 
closed that the $475 million 
restructuring charge would 
cover the cost of eliminat- 
ing around 7,000 positions 
worldwide over the next 12 
months and relaxed facility 
consolidations. 


Azer sees key imbalances 

This is the second of a three-part coverage of a lecture, 
emitted: " The Jordanian economy between reality and 
hopes” given by Wasef Azar, general manager of the 
Business Bank, at the Orthodox Club l 

**MR. AZAR listed two fundamental unbalances in 
the country’s economy in addition to the disequilibrium 
between population growth and production growth. The 
two are: 

1. The imbalance between the education and training 
process on the one hand and the needs of doe labour mar- 
ket on die other hand. 

Education at all levels has not been able until now to 
bring up pioneers to lead an economic course of creativi- 
ty and development, the lecturer said adding that higher 
training programmes for the manpower in the technical, 
technological, administrative and marketing fields were 
almost non-existent. 

2. The imbalance between the responsibilities carried 
by tbe public and private sectors. 

Mr. Azar indicated that the dominance of the state sec- 
tor was justified at the early stages when tbe private sec- 
tor was weak but amidst a new climate calling for a wider 
and responsible role fra tbe private sector, it is not neces- 
sary any longer for the public sector to continue increas- 
ing spending and expanding (A1 Dostour). 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 
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FOR RENT 

■ 3 shops 8x4 sq.m, with 
a second floor each in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

- An office 150 sq.m, 
with 2 telephone lines in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TeL 810605, 870609 

Fax: 81 0520 


Hapw ^ 
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S&tjtd & SttieuU 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
I0A.M- 1 A.M 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 
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• • I 
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1 Hour Service I 

Develop your 'colour film at 
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• JUMBO photo 
gtm 30 % hupor 


•• mnfrpo- 
20x30 cm 


Shm«s*m~--.QpP- Grincflayi 
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• HEALTH CLUB j I IW& 


•SAUI 4 AA JACUZZI 


Tel: 7581 SO 

Radio & tv station RD. 




Abdoun - Tel: 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


FOR RENT 


DtDEIR GBOBASrSM MFXOX 
TBE PXENCS SCHOOL. 

A SEW FULL FLOOR (300+M 
SQr) Of A 2 STOUT VILLA; 
WIDE TERRACE. A MASTER 
BJR WITS WALEJS CLOSET. 2 
BIS's. S BATHROOMS. FAMILY 
ROOM, SPACIOUS SALON A 
DINING ROOM. LARGE OAK 
KITCHEN, BURT IN CLOSETS 
ALL OVER THE BOUSE. OWN 
ENTRANCE. CAR PARK. 
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* Sushi ’ 
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DOLLAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Sbmeisani 

Tel 693399 


WEjWM 

V-vaV VAVVX 





Call tel 


Bmims 


FULLY FURNISHED 
OFFICES 

DAILY - WEEKLY 
MONTHLY 

RJLL SUPPORT OF 
SECRETARY WORKS AND 
TELEPHONE UNES. 


Al Shmeisani 
TEL : 689374 - 689373 
FAX : 689368 & 


m WE SEND 
FLOWERS 
9 WORLD WIDE 


( Interflora Membership ) 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flower- 


Um Uth ainah 

Madina M. Street 

Telefax : ( 811395 ) 
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Wimbledon Championships 


Date takes on Graf, Sanchez 
meets McGrath in semis today 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Japan's Kinriko Date, who 
has already written her 
nam e in the record books by 
becoming the first Japanese 
player ever to reach the 
Wimbledon semifinals, gets 
the chance to repeat some- 
thing that doesn’t happen 
too often here Thursday. 

For the 25-year-old from 
Kyoto, who is one of only 
two players who has beaten 
Steffi Graf so far in 1996, 
will be playing ihe world 
number-one once again. 

When they last faced each 
other in Tokyo in a Fed Cup 
showdown in April, Date 
showed magnificent 

resilience to score a memo- 
rable 7-6, 3-6, 12-10 victo- 
ry- ... 

This nme the prize is a 
place in the Wimbledon 
final and Graf, who is chas- 
ing a seventh singles crown, 
can be relied upon to come 
out with all guns blazing to 
erase any memory of that 
Tokyo result. 

Ironically the 27-year-old 
German player has already 
avenged her only other 
defeat of the year during the 
current championships. 

Martina Hingis, the Swiss 
teenager who beat Graf at 
the Italian Open, quickly 
felt the world number-one's 
furious desire for revenge in 
a rematch in the fourth- 
round. Graf left the six- 
teemh-seeded Hingis just 
five games. 

After ending the hopes of 
Mary Pierce in the quarterfi- 
nals, Date, who would have 
played left-handed if 
Japanese tradition 

hadn’t insisted she use her 
right-hand, admitted: “Of 
course I want to do the same 
as in the Fed Cup but, until 
1 go on court and face her. 1 
won’t know what will hap- 
pen.” 

Date, who speaks English 
but who prefers to answer 
questons through an inter- 
preter, also added with cyn- 
ical realism: “And because I 
beat her in the Fed Cup, she 
will certainly have planned 
new tactics against me. 

"The next round is a semi- 
final, and that is a big stage. 

Mentally I will just tty not 
to put too much pressure on 
myself." 

Graf, who looked 
supremely confident dis- 
missing Jana Novotna in the 



World No. 1 Steffi Graf 


quarterfinals, made it clear 
after a 6-3, 6-2 win that she 
would be guarding against 
overconfidence against 
Date. 

“Her first serve is maybe 
not as strong as is necessary 
on grass, but she definitely 
has an edge as she’s so low 
to the ground, bends really 
well and likes to hit the ball 
flat." 

Graf, who has put aside 
injury worries and the pend- 
ing trial on tax evasion 
charges of her imprisoned 
father Peter Graf, has yet to 
drop a set at the champi- 
onships and has conceded 
only 26 games. 

By comparison Date, who 
chalked up ODe of the 
biggest surprises of die 
tournament when she 
defeated third-seeded 1994 
champion Conchita 

Martinez of Spain in the 
fourth-round^, has. had to 
play rour three-set matches' 
in five appearances. She has 
also lost 54 games. ■ 

Graf, who is unbeaten in 
33 consecutive matches in 
Grand Slam events and who 
has won all four of the last 
major tournaments she has 
entered, is also aiming to 
notch up her 100 th singles 
title on Saturday. 

Meredith McGrath is the 
surprise name in the semifi- 
nal line-up following her 
remarkably comfortable 6 - 


3. 6-1 victory over ninth- 
seeded fellow-American 
Mary Joe Fernandez. 

The unseeded Swiss- 
based McGrath, who tri- 
umphed at Edgbaston last 
month, admitted she was 
probably more surprised 
than anybody to find herself 
in the last four of the 
world’s most prestigious 
rourmnamenL 

“If I’d been told I was 
going to this well before 
Wimbledon started I would 
have laughed," said the 25- 
year-old from Michigan 
who beat 14th seed Amanda 
Coetzer of South' Africa in 
the second-round and 
Monica Seles' conqueror 
Katarina Studenikova of 
Slovakia in the fourth. 

McGrath, who has no reg- 
ular coach or tuning partner 
and who is ranked Z7th in 
the world, - now laces last 
year’s , runner-up Arantxa 
Sanchez- Ytpario of. Spain 
who has battled through the 
draw often winning maches 
she should have lost. 

Sanchez- Vicario, 24 and 
seeded fourth, is hoping to 
add a Wimbledon crown to 
her French Open 0989 and 
1994) and United States 
Open (1994) titles. 

She claims her exciting 
three-set defeat to Graf 12 
months ago will spur her on 
if the two players meet 
again. 


“It gives you more deter- 
mination when you go very 
close," she said after defeat- 
ing Austrian Judith Wiesner 
in the quarterfinals. 

“I lost last tune but I think 
the luck was much more on 
her side. This time I hope it 

will be different-” 

♦The women’s semifinal- 
ists and how they got 
there: 

♦Steffi Graf (Ger xl), age 
27 

— Wimbledon singles 
champion 1988, 1989, 

1991, 1992, 1993, 1995 

— Grand Slam singles 
titles (19) 

— Beat Ludmila 

Richterova (Cze) 6-4, 6-1, 
bt Nathalie Baudone (Ita) 7- 

5. 6- 3, Nicole Arendt (USA) 
6-2, 6-1. bt Martina Hingis 
(Swi xl 6 ) 6-1, 6-4, bt Jana 
Novotna (Cze x 6 ) 6-3, 6-2. 

♦Kjmiko Date (Jpn xl2) 
age 25 

— 1995 Wimbledon quar- 
tern nalist 

— Grand Slam singles 
titles ( 0 ) 

— Beat Kyoko Nagatsuka 
(Jpn) 6-0, 6-3. bt Anna- 
Gaelle Sidot (Fra) 6-7 (5/7), 
6-3, 6-3. bt Kristie Boogert 
(Ned) 2-6, 6-4, 6-2, bt 
Conchita Martinez (Spa x3) 

5- 7, 7-6 (7/5), 6-3. bt Mary 
Pierce (Fra xl3) 3-6, 6-3, 6 - 
1 . 

♦Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vicario (Spa x4) age 24- 

— 1995 Wimbledon final- 
ist 

— Grand Slam titles (3) 

— Beat Adriana Serra 
Zanetti (Ita) 6-3, 64, bt 
Miriam Oremans (Ned) 7-5, 

6- 3, Naoko Sawamatsu 
(Jpn) 6-4, 6-1, bt Sabine 
Appelmans (Bel) 3-6, 6-2, 

. 6-1, bt Judith Wiesner (Aut) 
.fr-4, 6-0. 

"• ♦Meredith McGrath 
(USA) age 25 

— 1 993 Wimbledon fourth 
round 

— Grand Slam titles (0) 

— Beat Mana Endo (Jpn) 
6-2, 7-5, bt Amanda Coetzer 
(RSA xl4.) 7-6 (7/4), 2-6, 
6-3, bt Nancy Feber (Bel) 7- 

5. 6- 7 (4/7), 6-2, bt Katarina 
Studenikova (Svk) 6-4, 6-0, 
bt Mary Joe Fernandez 
(USA x9) 6-3, 6-1. 


South African Olympians 
adjust to training site 


LAGRANGE, Georgia 
(AFP) — South Africa's 
Olympic team, the first full- 
racially mixed group to 
compete, began adjusting to 
this hot southern city and 
making final preparations 
for the centennial Games. 

"This is our real entry into 
the Games," said South 
African Olympic 

Committee President Sam 
Ramsamy. whose nation 
competed in 1992 without 
flag or anthem as final 
details were completed to 
end their nation’s apartheid. 

“It has been happening 
since *92, this coming 
together, but it still brings 
tears to your eyes, to be pan 
of something like this, part 
of history," said Marianne 
Kriel. a white swimmer 
from Cape Town. 

The mixed team fulfills a 
dream for Nelson Mandela. 
South Africa’s president. In 
a land where 13 per cent of 
citizens are white and they 
have had lifetimes of train- 
ing advantages, they remain 
dominant in numbers. 

In 1992, the first South 
African Olympians in 30 


years included 84 whites 
and 13 blacks. This time 71 
of 91 are white. But oppor- 
tunities for black competi- 
tors are growing. 

“We could do better, but 
we are making progress," 
said Athletics South Africa 
secretary general Banele 
Sindani. 

“I feel very good to repre- 
sent my country in the 
Olympic Games because 
we are united into one team 
now," said Hawk Makepula. 
a black boxer. 

Black 5,000m runner John 
Morapedi, in his first inter- 
national meet, was too poor 
to buy running shoes and 
began his athletics career 
barefoot in 1989. He is 
focused on a personal best 
here to help find sponsors. 

“If I run well, my manag- 
er must see I get a sponsor 
with a contract that will pay 
me so I can help my fami- 
ly," Morapedi said. 

The total South African 
delegation of 136 sang “sho, 
sho loza,” a traditional Zulu 
chant sung in the South 
African diamond mines, to 
greet citizens who turned 


out here to welcome them. 

“Everyone is warm and 
friendly here," Kriel said. 
“We just feel right at home. 
We've had a long trip, but 
still, everything the people 
in lagrange are doing is lift- 
ing our spirits." 

The city will receive an 
economic boost of a about 
three million dollars from 
hosting international com- 
petitors training for Atlanta. 

“The welcome was 
undoubtedly overwhelm- 
ing," Ramsamy said. “This 
is what the Olympic Games 
are all about. We believe we 
are going to be received in 
Atlanta with more enthusi- 
asm than any other coun- 
ny" 

Medal expectations are 
few, but Ramsamy said fail- 
ing to win a medal “would 
be disastrous for us. There 
is going to be so much 
focus on us and we must 
perform,” 

Or as South African 
Olympic official Chris Day 
put it, “We are Mandela’s 
team. There must be heroics 
out there.” 


Seles 
named to 
U.S. Fed 
Cup squad 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
World co-number one 
Monica Seles will make 
her Fed Cup debut in 
Japan on July 13-14 when 
the United States team 
vists for a semifinal tie in 
Nagoya. 

Mary Joe Fernandez, 
Lindsay Davenport and 
world doubles number two 
Gigi Fernandez will join 
Seles, who will become 
the first world number one 
id a U.S. Fed Cup lineup 
since Martina Navratilova 
a decade ago. 

Mary Joe Fernandez, 
ranked eighth, has an 11-6 
Fed Cup singles record. 
Ninth-rated Davenport in 
8-2 in Fed Cup play. 

The U.S. team, which 
lost in last year's final to 
Spain, edged Austria 3-2 
earlier this year. The U.S. 
team beat Japan 3-0 in the 
first round in 1987 in their 
only prior Cup meeting. 


Men’s quarterfinal matches disrupted as 

Cliff Richard’s singing in the rain keeps fans amused 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Persistent rain meant that 
only 20 minutes, play was 
possible in the opening ses- 
sion on men’s quarterfinal 
day at Wimbledon on 
Wednesday. 

However an impromptu 
20 -minute conceit given by 
British pop idol Sir Cliff 
Richard in front of a back- 
ing group comprising top 
stars from women’s tennis, 
kept the centre-court fens 
amused during a three-and- 
a-half hour rain break at 
Wimbledon. 

Rain sent the players rac- 
ing for cover as defending 
champion Pete Sampras of 
the United States was level 
at 2-2 with Richard 
Krajicek of the Netherlands, 
while on court number-one 
Australian Jason 

Stoltenberg had taken a sur- 
prise first set 5-3 lead over 
fourth-seed Goran 

Ivanisevic of Croatia. 

As the fens sat grimly 
under unbrellas Sir Cliff 
made his appearance just 
behind the royal box and, 
without any musical accom- 
paniment, sang a selection 
of his past hits. 

The backing group, 
ringing alongside, included 
Martina Navratilova, 
Conchita Martinez, Gigi 
Fernandez, Pam Sbriver, 
Retinae Stubbs, Liz Smylie 
and Virginia Wade. 

The players found them- 
selves running for cover yet 
again after just half-an- 
hour’s play. 

Sampras, who is bidding 
for a fourth consecutive 
tide, dropped the first set 
against Richard Krajicek 5- 
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Richard Krajicek of the Netherlands goes for a backhand 

leading 6-5 in the second 
when play was suspended. 


"urk- 


7 and then trailed 1-2 in the 
second. 

On the number-one court. 


fourth-seed Ivanisevic was 
also in trouble. He dropped 
die first set 3-6 but was 


Wimbledon diary 

- Mistaken identity: Former Wimbledon runner-up 
Kevin Curren has been at the centre of a storm after a 
‘lookalike’ tried to pay a Portsmouth prostitute with one of 
his credit cards. 

Police say that the 39-year-old South African, who was 
runner-up to Boris Becker in 1985, had his credit cards 
stolen in Durban last year and that although the player can- 
: celled them, somebody has continued X& use them, leaving 
a long trail of unpaid bills. 

Things came to a head when a prostitute was paid with 
one of the cancelled credit cards. 

Police have since discovered, however, that Curren, who 
had one of the fastest serves in the game in the ‘80s, was 
playing in Wimbledon’s ‘over-35’ tournament at the time. 

“Mr Curren is very upset It appears he was completely 
innocent and that somebody is using his name as an alias,” 
said a police spokesman. 

• Banana Henman: Britain’s latest hero Tim Henman, 
the first home player to reach the quarterfinals of the men’s 
singles in nearly a quarrer-of-cencury, has revealed his 
secret for success — bananas. 

The 21-year-old Henman, whose great-grandmother 
broke with tradition to become the first woman ever to 
serve overarm at the championships and whose grandfather 
played in Britain's Davis Cup team in the ’40s, eats two 
pounds of bananas every day. 

Henman, who feces 13th seed Todd Martin of the United 


States for a place in the semifinals , has also had his odds 
cm winning Wimbledon slashed from 150-1 to 16-1 by 
British bookmakers. 

• Date moves up: Kitniko Date, who became the first 

Japanese player ever to reach the Wimbledon singles semi- 
finals Tuesday when she defeated France's Mary Pierce — 
the new rankings are published next Monday. Date slumped 
from being the world's fourth-ranked player in 1995 to 13th 
in the last listings after a difficult injury-mared early sear 
son. u- iv 

izrft w n... 

• McGrath hits out: Surprise women’s semifinalist 
Meredith McGrath, who beat fellow-American Mary Joe 
Fernandez in straight-sets on Tuesday, has no regular coach 
or hitting partner and she has consequently hit with a dif- 
ferent player every day since arriving at Wimbledon. 

Before her first-round match she wanned up with Olga 
Lugina, then in the second-round her hitting partner was 
Jana Novotna. In the third, Marianne Werdel-Witmeyer was if 
on the other ride of the net Before the fourth round she 
found Ai Sugiyama. And then before die quarterfinals she 
worked out with Judith Wiesner. 

“I just hit with whoever I can find,” grinned the 27th- 
ranked McGrath is the lowest-ranked player to play a Grand 
Slam tournament semifinal since the 47th-ranked Marianne 
Werdel-'VVitiQeyer reached a berth in the last four at the 
1995 Australian Open. 

McGrath is hoping to become the first unseeded player to 
reach the final since Billie-Jean King achieved the feat in 
1963. 
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Sampras regrets absence of Agassi at Wimbledon 


LONDON (R) — Pete 
Sampras feels the buzz is 
missing from Wimbledon 
since the opening-day 
departure of his friend, 
Davis Cup colleague and 
arch-rival Andre Agassi. 

Agassi was beaten in the 
first round by U.S. Qualifier 
Doug Flach — his second 
successive early grand slam 
exit. He lost in the second 
round of the French Open to 
another unheralded compa- 
triot, Chris Woodruff. 

“He really brings a buzz to 
this tournament and that 
buzz has kind of gone 
because he’s not here,” 
Sampras said after his own 
6-4 6-4 6-2 fourth-round 
victoiy over Frenchman 
Cedric Pioline on Tuesday. 

“He's a very popular guy 
but it just goes to show if 
you don’t prepare well, 
you’re not ready to go, 
you’re not going to win.” 
Sampras added. 

Agassi had played only 
four competitive matches in 
the three months leading up 



Andre Agassi 


to the championships and 
looked a pale shadow of the 
man who won here in 1993. 

The great rivalry has been 
put on the back burner, at 
least for now, but Sampras 
is sure it will be revived 

“Like me, Andre puts a lot 
of hia emphasis on the 
major titles and it seems like 
his mind isn’t where it 
should be. 1 haven’t talked 
to him in a while but we all 
know be has the talent to put 
it right” Sampras said. 

“He just needs to get his#, 
mind straight and start’ 
working and obviously he’ll 
be ready for the Olympics 
and the (U.S.) Open.” 
Sampras said Agassi, whom 
he had first played at the age 
of 10 , has helped him 
improve his own game. 

“He’s made me a better 
player. He brings a lot to the 
game itself, he’s a very pop- 
ular player around the wodd 
and I think the game needs 
him " 
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John Travolta and Gene 
Hackman..in 

Get Shorty 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 
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Layla Alwi...in 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5:00 6:30, 8:30, 
10:30 
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CONCORD “1” 

* Abu AI Dahab 

(Arabic 

Shows: 12:30, 3; 


5: Jo, 


30, 6:00, 8:15, 10.30 

concord"^" 

^Specialist 

Show: 6:15, 10:30 

•That Night 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 


Will shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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FOR RENT /ANNUAL 

Very nicety furnished apartment 2 bedrooms / riving room / dining room / silting room / kitchen 
/ 2 balcony / telephone & central heating, first floor. Location; Dahyat Al Rashoed, near Univer- 
sity of Jordan Bridge. 

Call Tel.: 836351, 894922, paging 29 


Portugal’s 
Futre joins 
West Ham 


LONDON (R) — Por- 
tuguese international strik- 
er Paulo Futre joined West- 
ham on Tuesday on a two- 
year contract with an 
option for a third year; the 
club’s assistant manager 
Frank Lampard said. 

Futre, 30, was signed on 
a free transfer from AC 
Milan where he played just 
four games last season doe 
to a knee injury. 

“1 have had a bad time 
and a difficult operation 
but I've been training since 
March and I’m now okay,” 
be said at the club’s Upton 
Park ground. "I hope noth- 
ing will happen again.” 

Futre joins a foreign 
legion at Westham which 
includes Croatian Slaven 
Bilic, Denmark’s Marc 
Reiper, Czech Ludek Mik- 
losko and Ro mani a’s Die 
Dumitrescu. 

He started his career at 
sporting Lisbon before 
moving to Adetico Madrid, 
Porto, Benfica, Marseille, 
Reggiana and Milan. 

“He is quick and skilful 
and will scare a few 
defences,” Lampard said. 

Defender Richard Hall. 
24, was also introduced on 
Tuesday as a new West - 
h am signing. 

The former England 
under-21 captain quit Pre- 
mier League Southampton 
after failing to agree new 
contract terms with the 
club. 

The fee for his transfer 
will be decided by a tri- 
bunal, with Southampton 
demanding around 1.5 mil- 
lion pounds ($2.3 million). 


Germany’s Erik Zabel (left) wins in a mass sprint the third stage of the 83rd Tbur de France between Wasquehal 
and Nogent Sur Oise (195 KM). Zabel won ahead Italy’s Mario CipoUini (right) and France's Frederic Moncassin 
(centre). Moncassin bolds the leader yellow jersey (Reuters photo) 


Zabel wins stage, Moncassin 
captures overall Tour lead 


NOGENT-SUR -OISE, 
France (R) — German Erik 
Zabel defeated sprint 
favourite Mario CipoUini to 
win Tuesday’ third stage of 
the Tour de France and 
Frederic Moncassin fin- 
ished third to capture the 
race leader’s yellow jersey. 

Italian CipoUini, who had 
won Monday's second 
stage, looked set for anoth- 
er victory until the power- 


ful Zabel produced his 
effort in the last 50 metres 
to cross the line narrowly 
ahead. 

Moncassin had started tire 
day's undemanding 195-km. 
ride from Roubaix in sec- 
ond place, one second 
behind Switzerland’s Alex 
Zuelle. 

Frenchman Eddy 

Seigneur, who lives near 
the finish of Tuesday’s 


stage, seized his chance by 
breaking away with five 
other riders some 50 kms 
from home. 

The group was soon 
reduced to three as only 
Italian Marco Lietti and 
Spaniard Jose Luis Arrieta 
could foUow Seigneur on 
the straight, fiat roads 
through the fields of the 
Oise Region. 

But the teammates of the 


leading sprinters then woke 
up a lazy pack, which was 
over an hour behind sched- 
ule, and Seigneur and his 
companions were reined in 
with seven kms remaining. 

CipoUini launched the 
sprint but could not stop 
Zabel, a winner of two 
stages last year, from col- 
lecting the third stage victo- 
ry of his Tour career. 


Government of Jordan 
Invitation for Expression of Interest 

Jordan Investment Corporation (JIC) and Jordan 
Export Development and Commercial Centers Cor- 
poration are planning to establish (set-up) a Jordan- 
ian fair under the name “Jordan International Fair". 
The main objective for establishing this Fair is to pro- 
vide facilities to accommodate local, regional and 
international exhibitions that lake place in Jordan. In 
addition facilities would be provided for delivering 
lectures, conducting meetings...etc. 

The site for the Fair has been chosen 10 km South- 
West of Amman, close to the highway leading to 
Queen Alia International Airport The 230,000 sq.m. 
site is already provided with the required infrastruc- 
ture (water, electricity, roads and telephone lines). 

It is proposed that the Fair facilities would include 
the following: 

* Exhibition Halls. 

* Meeting Rooms. 

* Storage Rooms. 

* Fast Food Restaurants. 

* Rest Rooms. 

* Car Parking. 

This project is based on a Build, Own and Operate 
or Build, own and transfer approach. 

As such, companies with experience in setting-up, 
holding and operating similar ventures are cordially 
invited to submit their expressions of interest, along 
with a profile of the company's experience in similar 
projects, not later than July 30, 1996 to: 

Eng. M. Batayneh - 

Director General 

Jordan investment Corporation 

P.O. Box 3294 

Amman-Jordan 

Fax. No. 962 6 816915 


Dream Team newcomer 
finds Olympic thrill 


CHICAGO (AFP) — Gary 
Payton, a last-minute 
replacement on the U.S. 
Olympic basketball 

“Dream Team,” has found 
tiie gold-medal quest a 
greater thrill than reaching 
the National BasketbaU 
Association finaL 
“You represent your 
country and play with 11 
great players and you play 
against different countries,” 
Payton said. “Fans are 
looking for gold. For the 
gold to go around my neck 
wUl be a great experience.” 
Payton and Seattle team- 
mate Shawn Kemp guided 
the Supersonics to the NBA 
final last month, where they 
lost to the Bulls in six 
games. Both Seattle players 
bad been passed over 
before for a berth on the 
Olympic squad. 

But when Glenn Robin- 
son resigned from the team 
with an injury, a space was 
opened and Payton was 
picked, bringing backcoort 
experience and his honor as 
die league's best defensive 
player to the team . 


Payton does not mind 
being a last-minute substi- 
tute. 

“Some -of the posters and 
stuff has been changed to 
put me on it,” Payton said. 
*Tt’s_ no big thing. I'm just 
coming in to have fun, play 
with these guys and win 
gold for the United States.” 

Kemp's taunting and 
antics two years ago at the 
World Championships kept 
him from being selected for 
the Olympic 

“I know shawn is proba- 
bly wishing good luck to 
me,” said Payton, who said 
he has not spoken to Kemp 
since being named to the 
squad last Friday. 

This Dream Team knows 
to be on its best behaviour 
after the spectacle that a 
younger group made in 
1994 at the worlds. 

“Nobody is thinking 
about that,” Payton said 
“The people on this team 
don’t have that stuff in their 
game. They have been 
telling us about it But we 
don’t have that kind of con- 
duct on this team.” 


Payton said this team will 
not compare itself to the 
1992 original. 

“We don’t do that. We 
just have to win,” he said 
“We just have to put a team 
away. We don’t have to beat 
teams by 40 or 50 points. 

We are here to win the 
gold Thar’s what matters.” 

Payton is among the free 
agents who begin signing 
contracts next Tuesday. He 
wants a deal done before 
the Olympics open. That 
means 10 days or less for 
neogtiations and reaching a 
contract. 

“It’s exciting. But I want 
to know what my status is.” 
Payton said “I don’t want 
to go into these games and 
read about I’m going here 
or there for this. I told my 
agent I want to get it done 
in a matter of days. That 
quickly. Don’t spend time 
on this. Just sign me and let 
me set focused.” 


Souness takes over at Southampton 


, SOUTHAMPTON (AFP) 
% — Former Liverpool and 
Rangers manager Graeme 
Souness was named by 
Southampton as their new 
boss on Wednesday. 

Souness, sacked by Turk- 
ish club Galatasaray at the 
eod of last season after only 
12 months, takes over from 
Dave Merrington, who was 
dismissed by Saints last 
month. 

The former Scottish 
International will be in 
charge of team matters at 
the Dell, with Lawrie 
McM enemy continuing as 
director of football. 

Mcmenemy said: “We are 
delighted to have someone 
of Graeme’s Calibre at the 
dub. He was our first 
choice. 

“He is someone who will 
have the respect of both the 
public^ and the players. The 
senior players report back 
on Monday, so the tuning is 
right.” 

I Southampton ensured 
- their place in next season’s 
premiership with a goalless 
draw at home to Wimble- 
don on the final day of last 


season. 

Souness factfile 

1953: Bom Edinburgh, 
May 6. 

1968: Joins Tottenham as 
apprentice. 

1972: Moves to Middles- 
brough. 

1973: Makes league 

debut, going on to make 
176 league appearances for 
the club. 

1974: Helps Middles- 
brough win promotion as 
champions of the old sec- 
ond division. Makes debut 
for Scotland in 3-0 Hamp- 
den win over East Ger- 
many. 

1978: Signs for Liverpool 
for 350,000 and goes on to 
make 247 leagueappear- 
ances for the dub, winning 
five titles, three European 
cups and four league cups. 

1984: Joins Italian top- 
flight club Sampdoria for 
650,000. 

1986: Wins last of 54 
caps for Scotland against 
West Germany in the World 
Cup in Mexico (also played 
in the 1978 and 1982 tour- 


naments). 

Returns from Italy to join 
Rangers as player-manager 
for 300,000. Leads the 
Glasgow Club to three 
league titles and four Skol 
cup wins. Also Scottish 
Cup runners-up in 1989. 

1991: Returns to Liver- 
pool as managerial succes- 
sor to Kenny Dalglish. 

1992: Enters hospital for 
triple heart by-pass opera- 
tion 24 hours after FA Cup 
semifinal draw against 
Portsmouth. 

Liverpool go cm to beat 
Sundedand at Wembley 
with Souness there to 
watch them lift the trophy. 

1993: Hits out at Liver- 
pool players after Cup 
third round defeat by 
Bolton. Gub goes on to 
suffer worst season for 30 
years. Leaves Airfield. 

1995: Appointed manager 
of Galatasary. 

1996: Sacked by 

Galatasary after end of 
Turkish season, appointed 
manager of Southampton 
on July 3 in succession to 
Dave Merrington. 
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l W«t. defending against four 
hems, found a simple yet effective 
*a> or painting a false picture off 
the dianbuuoD. As a result, declar- 
er went down in a contract that 
’“ouM turely have succeeded other- 
wise: 

nude a bold effort to shut 
Opponents out of the auction. 
Although South did not have much 
® the way r.f hi^h cards, the distri- 
bution was surb that a bid of four 
hearts could not come to much 

barn. 

Wea led the kins of spades, and 
TOWt defenders would continue the 
suit. On the third round declarer 
would ruff with the queen, intend- 
to fi&L-SM.' Wist for the jack on 
'-he next round, and the defenders 
would come tu only two spades and 
the ace of trumps. 

It appeared that the only hope for 
the defence was tu lake two trump 
tricks to go with two spades, so at 
trttk two West shifted to the king ofj 
diamonds. That created in dedar-l 
er's mind an impression that Westj 
had started with a singleton spade 
and that East held a seven-card 
Rnt — completely consistent with 
the auction. Thus, there was a dis- 
tinct possibility that West had 
started with three trumps. 

It appeared that declarer could 
acplore this possibility at no cost 
After winning the ace of diamonds 
it trick two, declarer led a low 
Mart from the table W the queen. 
Although South exported to lose, 
dial trick, the option of finessing for 
'he jack of trumps would still be' 
ipen. 

Unfortunately, the roof fell in. 
Wett grabbed the ace and twenedi 
a a spade. East won and continued] 
he suit, and West's ruff with the. 
adt was the setting trick. 


Music, coffee & books 
Amman Bookshop 
opens till 8:00 p.m. 

3rd Circle - J.I.C. Building - 644013 


JK* International Community School 
SSp Khilda, Amman 

We are the only school in Amman offering the full 
British curriculum, with minor adaptations which 
reflect our international context, for children aged between 
three and eleven years. • . 

The language of instruction is English and all of our full- 
time staff arc UK-qualified. There is extra provision for 
the support of non-English speaking children. In addition, 
several curriculum subjects are specialist taughL 
Our school provides a pleasant, stimulating environment 
with priority given to monitoring and enhancing the 
progress of individual pupils. 

The new term begins on 4th September, bm applications 
for admission should be made during July and August on 
Mondays at the school. 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, or in 
writing to P.O. Box 2002, Amman 11181. 

Further details: Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109 


OPEN NOW 




V W" ■■ ■ 


Be our guest and enjoy the 
best of Chinese food 
Open lunch and dinner 
(7) days a week 

Chen Der Hsiong 


Abdoun/near Orthodox Club Circle. 
Jordan Supermarket Building. Tef.: 829362 


Tyson to fight July 13, eyes WBA title and more 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) — 
Mike Tyson wants to fight 
anybody with a crown to 
fulfill a dream that helped 
hiifr tftrougb fhiree years in 
prison, the dream of 
reclaiming his undisputed 
world heavyweight boxing 
title. 

Tyson is here preparing 
for a July 13 fight with 
champion Bruce Seldon for 
the World Boxing Associa- 
tion crown. 

Seldon is the next step in 
Tyson’s road to reclaiming 
the glory he last held in 
1990. 

Seldon has displayed a 
weak chin and little power 


in knockout losses to Oliv- 
er Mccall and Riddick 
Bowe. 

The World Boxing Coun- 
cil crown Tyson won from 
Frank Bruno in March will 
not be at stake because 
Britain’s Lennox Lewis has 
a court order mandating he 
be the next challenger for 
that crown. 


Lewis was paid four mil- 
lion dollars to step aside for 
an assurance he would be 
Tyson’s next foe. But Tyson 
is expected to surrender the 
WBC title arid fight' Evan- 
der Holyfield in October 
instead of Lewis. 

Should Tyson drop the 
WBC title, it would leave 
Lewis and Oliver Mccall to 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Two-storey villa of 400 sq.m., fully furnished 
with superb American furniture. 

Location: Opposite Al Hussein Medical Centre. 
Call for details Tel.: 863221 


fight for tiie vacated crown, 
with Tyson then set to fight 


the winner at some point in 
1997. 


Four Fully Deluxe Furnished 
Apartment for Rent 


200 ms., located in Shmeisarii, new building, 
opposite Moroccan ambassador's house. 
Consists of 

1 master bedroom, bedroom, living room, 
dining room, office room, salon and big 
kitchen, 3 bathrooms, satellite, telephone, 
separate central heating, car park, separate 
water reservoir. 


FOR RENT 

Two apartments, 2nd and 3rd floor In a 3 storey bulking, each consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
living room, family room, big kitchen, balcony. Furnished or unfurnished LocationTlaaAi-M Area. 

Please call 813774 between 8:00 -11:00 am. and 7:00 -10:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Adjacent, one floor flat, consists of 2 bedrooms, 
sitting, living and dining rooms, with a porch, small 
garden, separate central heating and telephone. 
Located near Region Hotel. 

Please call 671860 
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Erbakan presents moderate 
programme to parliament 




* 


ERBAKAN PRESENTS HIS GOVERNMENT PROGRAMME: Cabinet members 
listen to Turkey's first Islamist Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan (left) while he pre- 
sents his government's programme to the parliament Wednesday (Reuters photo) 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey’s Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan 
pledged to parliament 
Wednesday to uphold demo- 
cratic and secular principles, 
in a sharp break with his ear- 
lier anti-Western stance. 

"Our government will be 
committed to the democratic 
and secular principles of the 
Turkish state.” Mr. Erbakan 
told parliament, adding that 
the government would con- 
tinue to seek integration into 
the European Union. 

Parliament is scheduled to 
hold a vote of confidence in 
the new government next 
Monday after a debate on the 
programme Saturday. 

Mr. Erbakan’s pro- Islamic 
Welfare Party last week 
forged a coalition deal with 
former Premier Tansu 
Ciller’s conservative True 
Path Party. 

The Islamist prime minis- 
ter's government pro- 


Saddam puts half brothers under 
house arrest, bans their travel 


CAIRO t APt — Iraq's 
President Saddam Hussein 
ha** put two of his half 
hn 'tliers under house arrest 
and banned them from 
going abroad, opposition 
croups and Iraqi sources 
said Wednesday. 

Wniban Ibrahim A I 
Nassau, an ex-interior min- 
ister. and Saba'wi Ibrahim 
A I llassan. a former securi- 
ty chief, were ordered to 
-U\ at home under tight 
security after they requested 
permission to leave Iraq, 
sources in neighbouring 
Iordan said. 

The two brothers’ request 
to travel was apparently 
prompted by a power strug- 
gle inside the ruling family 
after the killing of President 


Saddam's sons-in-Jaw in 
February, the sources said 
by telephone, insisting on 
anonymity. 

Last year. Mr. Waiban was 
reportedly shot in the leg by 
President Saddam's eldest 
son. Udai. during a family 
quarrel and later had the 
limb amputated. 

In his request to leave, 
Mr. Watban claimed he 
wanted to go to Jordan for 
medical treatment. But the 
sources said the A1 Hassans 
wanted to join u third broth- 
er. Borzan. Iraq’s envoy to 
the U.N. European head- 
quarters in Geneva. 

The three brothers are 
sons of President Saddam’s 
mother and her second hus- 
band. whom she married 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bahrain welcomes deal with Iran 

MANAMA (Rt — Bahrain on Wednesday welcomed Iran’s 
agreement to halt a media campaign against the Gulf Arab 
stale. It called the move a first step towards improving rela- 
tions suurcd by what Bahrain said was a pro-Iranian plot to 
topple its government. But it said Iran must cease interfering 
in other countries’ internal affairs. "We welcome Iran's 
respond to die Syrian efforts to halt media campaigns as a 
fi:**i step.’’ Information Minister Mohammad Ibrahim A1 
Mih.m’-.ic said "We hope this step will be followed by other 
steps |.«r Iran to review its policies towards Bahrain and other 
-laies in [!••.• Gulf to achieve non-interference in internal affairs 
and impr<ne relations." Mr. Mutawae added. 

iV* Knesset debate of Netanyahu’s past 

rn. W IV iAFPi — Israeli Knesset members held a prelimi- 
nary Jehu:.' into Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's mvs- 
tenmi. past in the United States on Wednesday but voted not 
n* probe am i enter. Labour MP Dalia Itzik submitted a 
motion headed: 'V : *n jn* you Benyamin Netanyahu?" on 
report- tli.it Mr. Net;.. Nu went under three identities during 
Jir- 1 1 Ac.ir •!.!} in the h, d States. Mr. Itzik and other oppo- 
•*iiii*n MIN were carol u! to stress they did not believe rumours 
that Mr. Net.uty.ihu was invoked in the American secret ser- 
vice- hut said tt was neccvsarv to clear up uncertainty, 
l.vltv. inu Mere 1 7 Parts leader Yossi Sand also said he did uot 
Ivliese the rumours that Mr. Netanyahu was involved in the 
1 '.S. -.eiici services but argued that the parliament should vote 
i Mr liril.’s ami two other motions calling for an in-depth 
•k'w ii; order to lilt ,j|| suspicion from the prime minister. 
Ikw.c MP> \ • 'ted against adopting the motions jn a show 

«•: li.ii.Js. 

Karadzic party faces tough action 

PALE. Bi.'siiia-Herzegov ina tAFP) — The organisation over- 
wing Kn-ni.i's upcoming elect •■sis said Wednesday it will get 
tough with the Bosnian Serb mluig , .irtv if Radovan Karadzic 
icmaius its leader. The Djjion peace agreement bans Karadzic 
tr* 'ii, tile jvist .if president of the Serb Denu viatic Pam 1 tSDS ) 
because i: is a public function, said Robert Frowick. k 'd of the 
t .Hg.inis.Hion lor Securitv ;mJ Cooperation in Europe lOSC'Et 
mission n.i Bosnia. Mr. Frowick was speaking id reporters in 

Nanijevo.is the SDS leadership, headed by Mr. Karadzic, met in 
Pale !■ » decide its candidates for the elections due in Bosnia Sept. 
U The imemationa! community has long been pressing to 
remove Mr. Karadzic front public life in Bosnia and is con- 
cerned lie could trv to wreck the elections. Raising fresh con- 
cern. rite SDS election committee, which is headed bv Mr. 
Karadzic, asked him on Monday to stand as its candidate in one 
"t the seven categories of elections due in September — that of 
tiie pre -idenev of the Serb entity Thursday is the deadline set by 
tire USCE li>r political parties to name their candidates for the 
elections. However. Mr. K.irad/ic has not so fur announced 
whether he will stand. 

Kurd rebels kill four Turkish soldiers 

H’ NCfc’Ll. Turkey (Rt — Kurdish Labour Pany (PKK) guer- 
rillas have killed four soldiers and wounded three in ambush in 
At 'tent Turkey, security officials said on Wednesday. They said 
(he soldiers died overnight when the rebels fired a rocket at a 
military \ chicle on ii> way to an anti-guerrilla operation near the 
t.»v.n of Tunceh. A female Kurdish rebel killed nine soldiers in 
a suicide bomb rn Tuneeli at the weekend. More than 19.500 
people have hcen killed in die rebels' 12-year-old fight for 
autonomy or independence in southeast Turkey, . ,, 


after President Saddam's 
father died. 

A statement by the 
London-based Iraqi 
National Congress, an 
umbrella movement for 
Iraqi opposition groups, 
said Tuesday the two broth- 
ers have been confined to 
their houses in their home 
town of Tikrit. 

President Saddam's oppo- 
nents have reported news of 
power struggles and array 
coup attempts in the past, 
but it's hard to confirm the 
reports with independent 
sources. 

The slayings in February 
came when President 
Saddam's sons-in-law, 
Lieutenant-General 
Hussein Kamel AI Majid 


and his brother Saddam 
Kamel Al Majid, returned to 
Iraq after vowing to topple 
the Iraqi leader while in 
exile in Jordan. 

Soon after their return, 
their wives divorced them 
and they were killed by clan 
members. Their surprise 
return to Iraq was never 
explained. 

The slaying triggered a 
power struggle within 
President Saddam's usually 
tight-knit family, forcing the 
Iraqi leader to entrust more 
power to his sons, Udai and 
Qusai, who now control the 
elite Republican Guards and 
the country’s numerous 
security organisations. 


Iraq ignores U.S. 
spurn of food 
distribution plan 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq on 
Wednesday ignored U.S. 
criticism of its food distrib- 
ution plan, saying Iraqi 
experts in coordination with 
U.N. advisers would solve 
pending issues within days. 

Official newspapers — Al 
Jumhouriyah. Al Thawra 
and AI Iraq — said Iraq and 
the U.N. were holding talks 
which they described as 
“very fruitful, professional 
and cordial." 

There was no direct men- 
tion of the U.S. objection to 
the plan. Instead the papers 
focused on remarks by Iraqi 
negotiator Abdul Amir AI 
Anbari in which he was 
reported to have said that 
the "two sides will com- 
plete the plan on the distrib- 
ution of food and other 
humanitarian goods within 
a few days". 

“Iraq is holding talks with 
the U.N. secretariat and no 
other party and this is what 
the memorandum of under- 
standing stipulates,” the 
papers, quoting Mr. Anbari. 
said. 

Mr. Anbari did not men- 
tion the United States by 
name, but added that rejec- 
tion or approval of the plan 
was "in the hands of the 


U.N. secretary general who 
alone has the authority of 
accepting it ” 

Madeleine Albright, U.S. 
envoy to the United 
Nations, on Monday reject- 
ed the food distribution 
plan proposed by Mr. 
Anbari last Thursday. 

The Iraqi currency 
slumped on Wednesday and 
prices of certain essential 
commodities soared on the 
news of U.S. disapproving 
of Iraqi distribution plan. 

Iraq's U.N. mission said 
on Tuesday that the U.S. 
objections to Baghdad's 
plan were designed to “poi- 
son the atmosphere" and 
put the brakes on an "oil- 
for- food" scheme. Under a 
May 20 memorandum of 
understanding between Iraq 
and the United Nations, 
Iraq would be able to sell S2 
billion worth of oil over six 
months to buy humanitarian 
supplies to alleviate the 
effects of sanctions 
imposed since Baghdad 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Before the agreement can 
go into effect. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali must 
approve Iraq's plan for dis- 
tributing the supplies. 


gramme is an extended ver- 
sion of the coalition protocol 
which he presented last 
Saturday. 

“The coalition protocol 
and the government pro- 
gramme are no different 
from the liberal programmes 
of past conservative govern- 
ments,” one analyst said. 

Mr. Erbakan, who had 
employed a hardline and 
anti-Western rhetoric before 
the December general elec- 
tions which gave his Welfare 
Party the largest number of 
seats in parliament, consid- 
erably softened his policy 
when he became prime min- 
ister. 

In the government pro- 
gramme, Mr. Erbakan also 
promised to respect strategic 
treaties signed by Turkey 
except those deemed against 
“national security." 

“The government will stay 
committed to all internation- 
al conventions and treaties 


but those provisions which 
are against our national 
interests and security will 
not be implemented,” he 
said. 

Mr. Erbakan did not speci- 
fy which provision he had in 
mind but his party has 
opposed a military coopera- 
tion accord signed with 
Israel in February and the 
deployment of a U.S.-led 
multinational force based in 
Turkey to protect northern 
Iraqi Kurds from Baghdad 

Analysts, however, said 
Mr. Erbakan was likely to 
soften his policies on the two 
issues in tine with his gener- 
al change of attitude. 

On the Kurdish question, 
Mr. Erbakan pledged to 
gradually lift a state of emer- 
gency in southeastern 
Turkey, scene of a separatist 
Kurdish uprising. 

“But, the state's fight 
against separatist terrorism 
will continue with all its 


vigour” Mr. Erbakan said 
More than 22,000 people 
have been killed in violence 
in southeastern Turkey since 
1984 when the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
launched its armed cam- 
paign for a homeland 
llie state of emergency 
was introduced in the south- 
eastern provinces in 1987 to 
provide the authorities and 
security forces with extraor- 
dinary powers. The situation 
has led to widespread claims 
of human rights violations. 

On the economic front Mr. 
Erbakan promised to follow 
liberal policies, including the 

implementation of a fast pri- 
vatisation programme. 

"Our government’s objec- 
tive is to provide all the con- 
ditions for a free market 
economy." he said. 
“Privatisation in the sectors 
of telecommunications, 
energy and transport will 
have the highest priority." 


‘Egyptian government persists 
in torture, indefinite detention’ 


CAIRO (AP) — The human 
rights group Amnesty 
International on Wednesday 
accused Egypt of using sys- 
tematic torture and jailing 
without charges, sometimes 
for years, under the name of 
“fighting terrorism.” 

The London-based group 
said Islamic militants bat- 
tling Egypt's government 
also were guilty of human 
rights abuses, but it insisted 
Egypt should put down the 
Muslim insurgency under 
the rule of law, which it said 
“has been sacrificed." 

Amnesty, in a report faxed 
to the Associated Press in 
Cairo, said the government 
has failed to respond to 
pleas to investigate human 
rights abuses. Amnesty said 
that instead, the.goyemment 
accused humanitarian 
groups of "defending the 
rights of terrorists." 

To support its allegations 
of torture, the report cited a 
finding by a U.N. study, its 
own interviews with former 
detainees and Egyptian 
courts' acquittals of 20 
Islamic militants on the 
basis they had confessed 

Syrian oil 

minister 

sacked 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad has 
dismissed oil Minister Nadir 
Nabulsi, replacing him with 
Mohammad Maher Hosni 
Jamal, an official spokesman 
said on Wednesday. 

He said Mr. Assad, by 
decree. also appointed 
Musalam Mohamed Hawa as 
state minister for cabinet 
affairs, and Mohamed Abdul 
Raouf Ziada as Islamic affairs 
minister, replacing Abdul 
Majid Tarabulsi who died in 
May. The spokesman gave no 
reason for the reshuffle or the 
sacking of the oil minister but 
Mr. Nabulsi 's properties and 
assets were impounded in June 
pending the result of a finan- 
cial investigation into his role 
in a controversial contract. 

Mr. Nabulsi concluded the 
contract when he was manag- 
er of an oil company, partly 
owned by the government, 
before becoming a minister in 
1992. 


under duress. 

“Despite the govern- 
ment's pledges to abide by 
international human rights 
treaties which forbid torture 
... torture of political 
detainees continue to be 
systematic," said the 
Amnesty report. 

Thousands of sympathis- 
ers and people suspected of 
belonging to outlawed fun- 
damentalist groups were 
detained during investiga- 
tions for as long as six 
years, the report said. This 
echoed findings of Egyptian 
human rights advocates. 

Interior Minister Hassan 
Al Alfy, who is responsible 
for internal security, has in 
the past criticised interna- 
tional groups for making 
allegations without verify- 
ing'* them with Egyptian 
officials. 

But the report cited sever- 
al cases when Amnesty has 
been denied entry to the AI 
Aqrab Prison, which has a 
notorious reputation for tor- 
turing inmates. The group 
was also denied to see 
copies of investigations the 
government said it had 


made into cases of torture. 

In response to the four- 
year insurgency by Muslim 
extremists. President Hosni 
Mubarak regularly urges 
other nations to join Egypt 
in fighting terrorism. Last 
September, the country was 
host to the world's leaders 
for an anti-terrorism confer- 
ence. 

Officials denied that tor- 
ture or extrajudicial execu- 
tions were adopted as meth- 
ods but admitted that some 
‘‘individual” cases were 
found and those responsible 
were promptly punished. 

They also said that 
strengthening security was 
required at a time when 
Islamic militants were 
killing police, civilians and 
tourists in their four-year 
campaign to topple Egypt ! s 
secular government. 

One of their major blows 
to the government was the 
killing of 18 Greek tourists 
on March IS in front of a 
hotel in Cairo. Twenty-six 
foreigners have been killed 
and more than 900 police- 
men and extremists have 
also died in the violence. 


Husbands are main 
target of Egyptian 
murderesses — report 


CAIRO (.AFP) — When 
Egyptian wives turn violent 
in the home, their husbands 
are most likely the prime 
Target, according to a study 
on domestic murders in 
Egypt received by AFP on 
Wednesday. 

Out of women who mur- 
dered family members, 
70.09 per cent of them 
killed their husbands, while 
33.7 per cent of the men 
who murdered targetted 
their wives, said the report, 
prepared by the interior 
ministry. 

“Most of the murders of 
husbands were committed 
in order to gain his money, 
to marry another man or to 
avenge infidelity or abuse” 
and most women killed 
their husbands with the help 
of another person, the 
report said. 

But men committed the 
vast majority — 80 per cent 
— of all murders in the 
family, with women more 


often the victims than the 
authors of violence, the 
report said. 

A total 41.7 per cent of 
women murdered in the 
home fell victim to their 
husbands, while 10 per cent 
were killed by parents, 8.1 
per cent by children, and 
4.4 per cent by siblings, “in 
most cases because of 
doubts over their honour." 

A total of 23.5 per cent of 
murdering women killed 
their children, usually “to 
get revenge on their hus- 
band”, said the report, 
which examined over 100 
cases of murder in the home 
between 1991-1994. 

But in murder in general, 
women committed only 2.6 
per cent of the killings in 
1996. a police official who 
asked not to be named told 
AFP. 

“Most women murderers 
are from the lower classes, 
uneducated and illiterate,” 
the official said. 


Queen Elizabeth, Bill Clinton on trial in Egypt 



CAIRO ( AFP) — Egyptian courts 
have faced a growing number of 
“frivolous" suit*. ranging from 
reparations from Queen Elizabeth 
for the British occupation to dam- 
ages for slandering the Sphinx, a 
paper said Wednesday. 

The Arab economic daily Al 
Alam Al Youm said ayoung lawyer 
filed suit in 1992 against Great 
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth, 
demanding she pay one million 
dollars to each Egyptian citizen for 
Britain’s 1882-1954 occupation of 
Egypt. ‘To win the Egyptian peo- 
ple's pardon, the United Kingdom 
must pay S58 million." the lawyer 
said, quoted by the paper. His suit 


was eventually refused by the 
courts. In 1990, Samir Iskander 
Mansi demanded $250,000 from an 
American magazine for “slander- 
ing the Sphinx” after it ran a photo- 
montage replacing the monument's 
lion body with that of a belly 
dancer. Mr. Mansi said he would 
give his winnings to the culture 
ministry to develop the area around 
the Sphinx, located next to the 
pyramids of Giza — but the case 
was thrown out after four years, the 
paper said. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton was 
named in a suit by Talaat Fuad 
Qassem. a fugitive leader of the 
outlaw Gamaa Islamiyah militant 


group. 

Mr. Qassem claimed he was “per- 
sonally targetted" by a decision by 
Mr. Clinton to freeze the U.S. 
assets of members of fundamental- 
ist groups. 

The case is still before a Cairo 
court even as Mr. Qassem is hunted 
by police. 

Every year, Mustapha Al Shakaa 
demands the banning of a song- 
and-dance programme shown 
annually during the Islamic holy 
month of Ramadan, claiming it 
violates the religious spirit of the 
month of fasting. And every year, 
the courts turn down the suit, 
although Mr. Shakaa keeps up the 


fight. 

Ai Aiara Al Youm said lawyer 
Abdul Halim Ramadan holds “the 
record in launching frivolous 
suits." Most notably, he filed a case 
demanding Egyptian President 
Hosni Muabark attend his birthday 
party. 

A woman lawyer has filed a suit 
claiming ownership of Jerusalem's 
Wailing Wall and other land in 
Jerusalem, saying it once belonged 
to her family. 

Egyptian law allows any citizen 
to file a suit against anyone, 
although public prosecutors decide 
the seriousness of the cases. 



Actor Anthony 
Quinn leaves 
hospital 

PROVIDENCE. R.I. (R) 
— Veteran actor Anthony 
Quinn, 81. was discharged. 
Tuesday from a Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island hospi- 
tal after a two-night stay 
for apparent heart prob- 
lems, a hospital spokesman 
said. The two-time Aca- 
demy Award winner, who 
has a history of coronary 
problems, was staying 
bis Bristol. Rhode Island 
vacation . home when he 
became ill Sunday, Rhode 
Island hospital spokesman 
Rick Piester said. “He was 
just discharged this morn- 
ing. I assume be was going 
back to his home in 
Bristol," Mr. Piester said. 
“He was satisfactoiy for his . 
whole visit with us. He was 
not seriously ill.” In Feb- 
ruary 1990, Quinn had a 
coronary bypass operation, 
but doctors said be had a 
strong heart and his career 
would not be affected. 
Quinn won an Oscar for 
test supporting actor in 
Viva Zapata made in 1952 
in which he played a 
Mexican revolutionary, and 
another four years later for 
Lust For Life in which he 
portrayed the French pain-, 
ter Paul Gauguin. $ 

Singapore to 
spend $700 million 
on libraries 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Singapore will spend one 
billion Singapore dollars 
($714.2 million) on public 
library facilities to serve as 
an integral pan of an 
advanced "information in- 
frastructure,” the govern- 
ment said Wednesday. In 
addition to new libraries, 
existing facilities will be 
upgraded to include videos, 
computers, data bases. CD- 
Roms and the Internet for 
public use as pan of an 
eight-year programme. In- 
formation Minister George 
Yeo said. Singapore has 
identified libraries as an 
“integral part of the ad- 
vanced information infra- 
structure we need for the 
21 st century” to create, 
access to its citizens to ttfr : 
tetter information sources, 
Mr. Yeo said at the launch 
of the National Library 
Board. Mr. Yeo said the c- 
ity-state’s per capita library 
loans were a fourth of what 
they were in cities such as 
Helsinki and Copenhagen, 
where libraries had become 
essential facilities. “The 
result is a more educated 
and better-informed popu- 
lation," Mr. Yeo said. “This 
is what we should also try 
to become in Singapore." 
He said Singapore would 
invest S600 million in cap- 
ital spending alone in 
library facilities. Including 
recurrent expenditure and 
land costs, the budget will 
be $ I billion . 

Australian 
fat-reduction drug 
leaves you hungry 

MELBOURNE (R) — 
Australian biochemists 
have developed a drug 
from a human hormone 
which could assist weig#; 
loss by boosting the body’s 
metabolic rate, rather than 
suppressing appetite, a re- 
searcher said Wednesday. | 
In drug trials on about 100 I 
rats and mice, a human i 
growth hormone extract. ; 
AOD940I. reduced fat us- \ 
sue by up to 20 per cent f 
over 1 S days. Monash Uni- 
versity Professor Frank Ng I 
told Reuters. “We tested it j 
on obese rodents. We in- * 
jected it over 18 days and g 
found tremendous reduc- d 
lion in body fat.” Prof. Ng jj 
said. Prof. Ng said the a 
extract stimulated fat re- 
duction by targeting fat tis- 
sue without reducing ap- j 
petite. “I hope to use it for | 
excessively obese patients. ^ 
Then they can cut their ^ 
weight down a bit. gradual- * 


[SS 5 ^. v* - 

** * a ° ab 

cJSes '’jCtLv ami “**** ** r 

or. iha thdwi 

- 

*5eun _ erf d < 
u ' • “ tel recur*- 

&*#*£75* ** y 


Number 


<; a nierai : 
inissiles, 

Security 

frflQ SSLI 


t MTVD 


nations 

FconoRuc 


or Iraq 
6 ' :n:3d 

j^ aW! i*Scc*«y 


,viiv rev*'" , 

-tnK diplomats 

.nonet! e'p rt> 

"Uiv ;ond::: -" tor anv 

^15.1 report o> LA 

jjjron> sn specter* t ^ t 
■jjltijd ' nu^icar. c.j??tu- 
i’ nielocic J .---d ballistic 
a,:ie wc grammes have 
>a -crapped and that cen- 
aonc snomu-rtr.g ensure** 
v. ill not be re-, ivcd. 

7 k head ’(the U.N. *fV' 
d charge 

- ihai u-k. Po i: Ekeu-.. 
jaiS*ed .one errs as 
a* (hi- .week (hat 
3 concealing 


j veil as *•!".; 
s’ document.' 
^destine v.c 
samnies 

an Uzl 
teed that £. 


Seif Al She 


far n 
lORK 
weap 
\afk 
Th* 

p« q 
of J 
genet 
crai, 
Sa iid 
pervu 
vane! 
xnll 
ueap 
tion t 
ingc* 
tier 
Indep 
Rolf ' 

motet 
>;ies 
when 
that ti 
six ar 
“I b 


•icck that 

mivtij 

.‘onccalins 

s;ud 11 

> rni^ilcs 

don 

:r materials 

“He 

inked to 

en of 

jr:ns pro- 

230 ti 


form. 

defector 

and nr 

ichdad was 

which 


By Amy Henderson 

Jr.iain Tits Reporter 
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